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MeDiCal MiSSionS in The BalKan warS
there	is	not	too	much	data	about	the	participation	of	foreign	doctors	and	
other	medical	 workers,	 who,	 at	 the	 early	 beginning	 of	 Balkan	wars,	 in	
response	to	the	call	from	the	serbian	red	cross	or	independently,	came	to	
serbia	and	montenegro	and	medically	treated	the	wounded	and	the	sick�
according	to	the	data	from	the	serbian	ministry	of	defense,	shortly	before	
the	 Balkan	Wars	 there	were	 in	 serbia	 only	 370	 doctors,	 of	whom	296	
were	assigned	to	the	battlefield,	so	that	in	the	background	there	were	only	
74	left�	from	this	number,	6	of	the	doctors	had	to	be	subtracted	for	work-
ing	 in	central	administration,	doctors	that	were	completely	 incompetent	
due	to	their	age	or	illness	(8)	and	doctors	who	had	long	left	the	medical	
practice	(3),	for	the	medical	services	in	background,	civilian	and	military,	
left	only	57	doctors	-	the	number	includes	6	women	(1)�
of	course,	for	a	small	country	at	war	it	was	not	enough,	and	the	serbian	
red	cross	was	forced	to	turn	to	foreign	countries	through	the	international	
red	cross	and	to	ask	for	assistance	in	the	form	of	medical	staff,	medi-
cines	and	medical	supplies�	the	response	was	not	long	awaited,	so	that	
the	serbian	medical	circumstances	quickly	improved	significantly�	adam	
stošić	 wrote	 that	most	medical	 experts	 were	 sent	 from	 russia	 (183),	
austria	 (36),	england	 (20),	holland	 (42),	germany	 (12),	hungary	 (10),	
italy	 (7),	Belgium	(9),	denmark	 (4),	norway	(3),	france	 (8),	and	some	
other	countries,	also	sent	 their	 teams�	at	 the	end	of	1912,	 in	niš,	 there	
were	at	least	fifteen	doctors	–	volunteers	from	slovenia,	and	17	members	
of	the	italian	red	cross	mission	in	Belgrade�	stošić	facts	that	“total	count	
in	 serbia	 in	 1912-1913,	 was	 almost	 300	members	 of	 foreign	medical	
missions”	(2),	may	have	originated	as	a	computational	error,	since	only	
his	figures	show	that	there	was	a	total	of	334,	of	whom	120	doctors�

a	few	data	on	the	participation	of	foreign	medical	providers	in	the	Balkan	
wars,	 on	 the	 serbian	 side,	 we	 meet	 in	 the	 records	 of	 hranislav	 m�	
joksimović	(1878-1959),	from	the	serbian	red	cross:	“in	the	wars	dur-
ing	1912	and	1913,	the	committee	of	the	red	cross	at	its	own	expense	
employed	 about	 20	 doctors,	 among	 whom	 were	 two	 bacteriologists�	
also	came	the	following	foreign	missions:	7	missions	of	the	russian	red	
cross,	 with	 32	 doctors,	 57	 nurses	 and	 89	 medical	 orderlies,	 Belgian,	
german,	austrian,	hungarian,	 the	 italian	red	cross,	 the	British,	french,	
-	one	of	every	(mission	-	ip)	with	34	doctors,	36	nurses	and	5	medical	
orderlies�	in	1913,	the	russian	red	cross	had	sent	2	missions,	the	British	
and	scottish	red	cross	1	mission,	Belgian,	danish,	swedish,	hungarian	
and	dutch	red	cross	3	missions,	of	which	one	for	control	(suppression)	
of	 cholera	 in	 Čačak�	 each	 of	 them	 had	 46	 doctors,	 66	 nurses	 and	 50	
medical	orderlies”	(3)�
however	strong	these	seemed	at	the	time,	those	figures	were	too	small,	
given	 that	one	news	 in	politika	 from	9-22	december	1912	showed	that	
King	petar	Karađorđević	(1844-1921)	signed	a	decree	on	honoring	172	
doctors	with	the	order	of	st�	sava	of	various	degrees:	40	russians,	25	
serbs	on	the	side,	19	czechs,	9	frenchmen,	germans	and	hungarians,	8	
englishmen,	danish	and	Belgians,	7	slovenians,	5	swiss	and	austrians,	
4	norwegian,	dutch	and	croatian,	3	romanian	and	swiss	and	2	italians	
(4)�	unfortunately,	we	do	not	know	their	names,	because	we	could	not	
“find”	an	official	newspaper	in	which	the	decree	was	published,	but	from	
the	news	itself,	 it	can	be	concluded	that	there	were	many	more	doctors	
and	 other	 medical	 staff,	 particularly	 “unawarded”�	 also,	 it	 should	 be	
noted	that	only	Belgrade	politika	in	its	news	from	18	october	to	the	end	
of	november	1912,	 recorded	 that	 in	serbia	and	montenegro	 there	were	
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150	 doctors	 and	 more	 than	 390	 medical	 practitioners,	 nurses,	 mercy	
sisters	and	other	medical	staff�	less	to	save	newspaper	space,	but	more	
because	of	certain	things	are	taken	for	granted,	with	news	of	the	arrival	of	
many	doctors	and	nurses	there	was	no	record	of	the	count	of	the	medical	
orderlies	and	medical	nurses	from	their	entourage;	of	the	accompanying	
technical	and	administrative	staff,	the	one	that	is	now	called	the	logistics,	
there	is	no	word	(5)�
from	aleksandar	nedok	we	have	 learned	 that,	by	writing	of	surgeon	dr�	
sergey	Kvintiliyanovich	sofoterov,	who	has	been	at	that	time	representa-
tive	of	the	russian	society	of	the	red	cross	on	the	Balkan	peninsula,	on	
the	 serbian	 battlefield,	 all	 together,	 there	 were	 eleven	 military	 medical	
missions	from	russia	“with	28	physicians,	11	intendants,	2	pharmacists,	
86	 nurses,	 160	 nurse	 assistants	 and	 850	 beds�	 the	 expenses	 of	 the	
expedition	were	728	307	rubles,	which	were	collected	from	the	societies	
and	private	persons	and	all	the	medical	material	and	hospital	equipment	
was	 given	 and	 stayed	 in	 serbia”�	 mrs�	 clara	 schturzeneger	 from	 the	
international	red	cross	says	that	one	of	 the	russian	hospitals	had	400	
beds,	and	that	it	was	transported	by	train:	“everything	from	bed	to	opera-
tion	theatre,	plenty	of	medical	and	pharmaceutical	material,	roentgen	and	
kitchen	 equipment�	medical	 staff	was	 70	 persons”	 and	 that	 “treatment	
and	nursing	were	at	the	highest	level”	(6)�
upon	 the	 arrival	 of	 medical	 mission	 in	 montenegro,	 reported	 the	 glas	
crnogorca,	periodically	testifying	that	next	to	the	50	doctors	and	medical	
staff	 from	 the	prague	policlinic	 institute,	on	 the	montenegro	battlefields	
there	 were	 fifty	 more	 doctors	 (in	 most	 cases	 represented	 only	 with	 a	
last	name)	and	less	other	medical	staff	(7)�	When	it	is	well	known,	it	can	
be	 safely	 concluded	 that	 the	medical	missions	 in	 the	 first	 Balkan	War	
included	no	less	than	seven	hundred	people�

MeDiCal MiSSionS DurinG The GreaT war
reading	Vladimir	ćorović	(1885-1941),	the	historian,	we	see	that	during	
the	great	War	 (1914-1918),	hygienic	conditions	 in	serbia	 “even	before	
the	war	were	not	very	favorable,	during	this	difficult	war,	with	dispersed	
houses	and	destroyed	property,	with	piles	of	corpses	and	the	wounded,	
became	just	terrible�”	(8)�
the	most	 comprehensive	 and	most	 qualified	 help	 in	 removing	 the	 dis-
tress	was	provided	by	the	medical	staff,	who	arrived	to	the	serbian	and	
montenegrin	battlefields	mostly	in	organized	medical	missions,	but	a	large	
number	came	individually	or	in	small	groups;	nikola	pašić	(1845	–	1926)	
was	 right	when	 he	 said	 that	 this	 help	 came	 from	 “the	 noble	 sons	 and	
daughters	of	a	lot	of	nations,	who	risked	their	freedom	for	well-being	and	
health	of	serbian	soldiers	and	serbian	people”	(9)�
largest	number	of	english	medical	missions	arrived	 in	serbia,	with	 the	
efforts	of	the	federation	of	scottish	Women’s	societies,	which	is	stated	in	
the	book	(10),	an	inspired	testimony	of	australian	monica	Krippner�	this	
alliance	resulted	in	a	fairly	broad	movement	for	emancipation	of	women	
of	 the	world	 and	 the	acquisition	of	 voting	 rights,	 and	 the	experience	of	
mrs�	florence	nightingale,	 (1820-1910),	who	worked	as	a	nurse	 in	 the	
crimean	War	 (1853-1856),	 and	 her	medical	 service	 standards	 rose	 to	
the	level	of	highly	respected	calls,	and	upon	her	return	from	the	battlefield	
she	 dedicated	 herself	 to	 education	 of	 nurses	 and	 care	 takers,	 forming	
patronage	 services	 and	 nursing,	 and	 she	 prepared	 the	 establishment	

of	 the	red	cross�	her	 example	was	 the	 role	model	 to	 the	hospitals	 of	
scottish	women�	thanks	to	her,	by	honors	and	recognition	experienced	in	
england,	and	huge	popularity	among	girls,	in	the	largest	english	hospitals	
are	set	firm	foundations	for	training	nurses	and	young	ladies	from	various	
strata	of	english	society,	who,	with	their	charity	work	in	hospitals,	found	
the	meaning	of	their	personal	and	social	functioning	(10)�
it	 is	 unnecessary,	 in	 such	 a	 limited	 space	 to	 deal	with	 the	 names	 and	
origins	of	different	medical	missions,	which,	 in	serbia	and	montenegro,	
dobrudža	and	 the	salonika	 fronts,	 and	 in	 some	sanatoriums	 in	 france,	
took	care	of	wounded	and	sick	serbs�	their	presence	in	the	serbian	army,	
for	who	knows	what	reason,	the	serbian	military	command	and	medical	
authorities	did	not	do	regular	reviews	during	the	war	or	later,	and	it	implies	
that	the	figures	offered	by	some	authors	are	not	complete	or	suitable	for	
an	objective	evaluation	of	their	appearance�	only	for	comparison,	even	if	
it	seems	confusing,	we	will	mention	here	only	four	domestic	and	as	many	
foreign	sources	on	the	same	topic�
according	to	the	notes	of	already	mentioned	dr�	hranislav	joksimović,	“in	
the	wars	from	1914	until	1915	the	following	missions	were	operating:	4	
russian	with	16	doctors,	153	nurses	and	29	medical	orderlies	and	6	other	
missions;	3	greek,	14	english	missions,	3	american	missions�	every	mis-
sion	had	82	doctors	and	429	nurses,	medical	orderlies	and	other�	in	1915	
also	came	a	large	number	of	french	doctors�	each	one	of	those	missions	
came	at	the	request	of	our	red	cross”	(3)�
Very	 good	 remarks	 (11)	 about	 two	 czech	 –	 american	 missions	 were	
written	by	dr�	Ðuro	guča,	a	physician	born	in	Bački	petrovac�	the	notice	
written	by	joksimović	about	16	russian	physicians	(1914	–1915)	is	half	
gratuitous,	as	a�	nedok	quotes	that	serbian	ambassador	in	st�	petersburg	
dr�	 miroslav	 spalajkovic,	 respecting	 the	 attitude	 of	 his	 government,	
sent	 between	 august	 20th	 and	 october	 3rd	 1914	 to	 serbia	 five	 groups	
of	 russian	 physicians,	medical	 students	 and	 nurses�	 in	 those	 groups,	
there	 were	 32	 physicians�	 at	 the	 same	 time	 “with	 a	 help	 of	mrs�	 ana	
pavlovna	hartvig,	 the	widow	of	 the	 late	russian	ambassador	 in	serbia,	
who	collected	100	000	rubles	 in	russia,	hospital	equipment,	 remedies,	
patient	 clothes	 and	 bedding,	 russian	mission	 took	 charge	 over	 the	 1st	
and	 the	5th	reserve	hospital	of	serbian	army�	that	voluntary	work	was	
continued	by	the	spouse	of	the	newly	appointed	russian	ambassador	in	
serbia,	princess	trubetska,	by	her	personal	donation	of	100	000	rubles	
and	by	founding	of	the	committee	for	help	to	serbia,	which	came	to	niš	
on	january	25th/february	7th	1915”�	in	the	meantime,	one	russian	hospital	
came	to	zaječar,	and	“in	the	ill	furnished	building	of	the	niš	high	school	
set	up	moscow	surgical	hospital	with	200	beds”	(6)�
on	the	other	hand,	adam	stošić	gave,	mildly	said,	thoughtless	and	rude	
conclusion,	 of	 the	 serbian	red	cross	 during	 the	great	War	 “in	 serbia,	
there	were	 543	members	 of	medical	missions	 of	which	 100	 doctors�”	
But,	 such	 thinking	was	not	a	novelty	 for	 the	serbian	red	cross,	since,	
in	 the	same	way,	 as	we	have	seen,	 the	contribution	of	 foreign	medical	
missions	in	the	Balkan	wars	was	evaluated�
dr�	 lazar	 genčić	 (1868-1942),	 head	 of	 the	 serbian	 medical	 corps	
supreme	command	in	the	period	from	1912	to	1916,	offers	a	somewhat	
different	data,	even	if	quite	general:	“When	the	epidemic	started	to	spread	
rapidly,	we	had	to	officially	ask	for	help	from	our	powerful	and	rich	allies	
in	the	West,	and	they	immediately	decided	to	send	us	that	aid	from	their	
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own	 military	 medical	 corps�	 french	 government	 sent	 us	 100	 military	
doctors,	 among	 whom	 were	 a	 lot	 of	 experienced	 bacteriologists	 and	
experts	in	infection	control,	and	the	english	War	ministry	sent	a	group	of	
30	military	physicians	under	the	guidance	of	several	doctors,	who	were	
full	of	practical	experience,	gained	in	the	fighting	with	various	epidemics	
in	the	British	colonies���
in	 the	country	 in	1915	 there	were	90	different	hospitals,	with	over	100	
000	hospital	beds,	and	only	on	the	battlefield	worked,	next	to	our	physi-
cians,	more	than	200	foreign	doctors	and	500	trained	nurses”	(3)�
although,	 the	 numbers	 that	were	mentioned	 by	 the	 historian	dr�	 Ðorđe	
stanković,	do	not	easily	 lead	to	a	 logical	connection,	we	are	presenting	
them	the	way	he	wrote:	“according	to	available	and	collected	data	during	
the	 first	 half	 of	 1914	 and	 1915,	 there	were	 about	 600	members	 from	
fifteen	different	nationalities,	who	applied	to	diplomatic	missions	of	serbia	
in	ten	different	countries,	and	to	various	charitable	organizations	and	the	
red	 cross	 in	 allied	 and	 neutral	 countries	 about	 800	 more	 volunteers	
applied�	most	 of	 the	offers	were	 sent	 from	england:	 500,	greece:	 over	
400,	 and	russia:	 over	 300�	 from	 that	 number,	 during	 the	1914	war	 in	
serbia	we	find	���about	250	volunteers���	in	the	first	half	of	1915,	the	num-
ber	of	volunteers	significantly	increased	by	the	involvement	of	a	number	
of	medical	missions	trained	for	combat	with	the	epidemic	typhoid	fever,	
mainly	from	england	and	russia,	so	that	the	total	number	of	volunteers	in	
this	period	reached	an	imposing	figure	of	over	800”	(12)�
catherine	 clara	 sturceneger	 (1854-1929)	 from	 switzerland,	 who	 was	
also	at	the	serbian	front	in	1912-1913,	wrote	that	during	the	epidemic	of	
typhus	in	1915	“the	support	came	from	all	over”�	france	has	sent	more	
than	200	physicians,	Britain	over	100,	and	russia	sent	a	 large	mission	
that	brought	all	the	equipment	and	took	over	the	whole	hospitals	(13)�
dr�	 a�	 nedok	 mentioned	 just	 two	 russian	 missions:	 the	 first,	 hospital	
for	infective	diseases	in	niš,	with	150	beds,	set	up	“in	cholera	barracks	
from	 the	previous	war,	near	 railway	station…which	 in	 the	chaos	of	 the	
typhoid	epidemics…	was	famous	for	a	very	low	mortality	rate	thanks	to	
the	 excellent	 care	 and	 activity	 of	 the	 personnel,	who	mostly	 also	were	
cured	from	the	same	disease”,	and	the	second,	“contemporary	equipped	
with	400	beds”	came	a	 little	bit	 later	 from	russia	with	eight	physicians	
and	40	nurses	(6)�
speaking	about	french,	a	large	medical	mission	came	to	niš,	just	about	
one	hundred	persons,	and	that	they	were	not	all	physicians�
university	of	toronto	organized	hospitals	 in	thessaloniki	and	Bitolj,	and	
their	capacity	was	1040	beds�	 in	both	hospitals,	 there	were	50	doctors	
and	 professors,	 73	 nurses	 and	 173	 persons	 in	 the	 support	 services�	
it	 should	 be	 mentioned,	 that	 all	 the	 missions	 were	 equipped	 with	 the	
necessary	 tools	 for	 the	work	with	 patients	 –	 from	 beds	 to	 beddings	 –	
sponsored	by	humanitarian	organizations,	states	or	private	persons�	many	
countries	have	sent	help	in	money	and	drugs:	france,	russia,	italy,	japan,	
switzerland,	argentina,	chile,	even	turkish	red	crescent”�	from	australia	
came	 at	 least	 60	 medical	 personnel	 in	 small	 groups	 or	 individually�	
slavica	popović	filipović	says	that	only	with	mrs�	jessie	mchardy	White	
came	 a	 group	of	 364	military	 nurses	 as	 a	 help	 to	 the	British	 hospitals	
on	 the	thessalonica	 front�	 it	 is	not	noted	down	how	many	of	 them	had	
worked	 with	 serbian	 wounded	 and	 sick	 soldiers	 in	 the	 unit	 “america”	
in	ostrovo�	anyway,	 from	everything	mentioned	above,	 the	serbian	red	

cross	concluded	unappreciatively	that	“in	serbia	there	were	543	medical	
personnel,	of	whom	there	were	100	physicians”	(2)�
in	 Vrnjačka	 Banja	 there	 was	 a	 great,	 excellently	 equipped	 hospital	 of	
the	red	cross	of	great	Britain	and	 the	second	red	cross	hospital	was	
in	 skoplje�	 in	 Belgrade,	 there	 was	 a	 British	 hospital	 for	 typhus	 and	 all	
across	serbia	there	were	clinics	–	in	aranđelovac,	smederevska	palanka,	
rekovac,	Kraljevo	and	other	places�	during	the	summer	1915,	in	the	staff	
of	the	hospitals,	there	were	more	than	600	female	physicians,	nurse	and	
nurse	assistants,	mostly	from	scotland�	this	number	does	not	count	the	
persons	who	belonged	to	the	other	missions	or	who	came	individually	by	
personal	initiative	(14)�
dr�	agnes	lloyd	Bennett	 (1872-1960),	a	woman	doctor	 from	australia,	
was	managing	the	sWh	unit,	at	ostrovo,	at	the	salonika	front�	there	is	
evidence	that	there	were	around	60	medical	workers	from	australia	and	
new	zealand,	working	 in	serbia	and	 for	 the	serbs	at	 the	salonika	front	
hospitals�	stimulated	by	the	news	that	only	lady	elsie	maud	inglis	(1864-
1917)	“with	her	own	example,	encouraged	more	than	six	hundred	nurses	
to	come	to	serbia”,	 this	author	has	searched	and,	 thanks	 to	 the	efforts	
invested	 in,	 by	dr�	 izabela	 petrović,	 a	 dentist	 from	novi	 sad,	 then	with	
“the	 temporary	 residence”	 in	Belgium	and	germany,	mr�	henry	sullivan	
and	mrs�	Barbara	mclean,	the	archivists	of	the	city	archives	in	glasgow	
(scotland),	 obtained	 the	 lists	 stored	 in	 the	 glasgow	 city	 archives	 and	
special	collections,	mitchell	library	(15)�	these	lists	covered	the	period	
from	october	1919	to	march	1920,	containing	a	total	of	1032	names	(in	
units,	with	a	note	indicating	the	kind	of	work	and	time	that	each	of	them	
had	spent	 in	service),	 testifying	about	 the	work	of	 the	scottish	Women	
hospitals	from	1914	until	1918,	and	the	serbian	battlefield	and	sanatori-
ums	in	“the	deep	background”,	as	follows:	
a�	 the	first	and	second	serbian	units,	on	the	battlefield	in	serbia,	193	
members;

b�	 the	corsican	unit	(third	serbian	unit),	which	looked	after	the	serbian	
refugees	and	soldiers	during	the	recovery	in	corsica,	127	members;	

c�	 the	american	unit	(fourth	serbian	unit),	called	thus	because	 it	was	
funded	by	voluntary	donations	from	the	united	states	of	america,	204	
members;	

d�	 the	 london	 unit	 (fifth	 serbian	 unit	 and	 transporting	 column	 ii),	
so	called	because	 it	was	organized	 and	 it	 covered	 its	 costs	by	 the	
london	committee	of	the	scottish	Women’s	hospital,	acted	with	the	
serbian	Volunteer	division	on	the	dobrudža	battlefield	and	in	odessa,	
158	members;	

e�	 the	sixth	serbian	unit,	 located	in	the	salins	(france,	haute-	savoie,	
below	mont	Blanc,	west	of	chamonix)	as	the	elsie	inglis	hospital	for	
serbian	male	refugees	(soldiers),	53	members;	

f�	 the	girton	 and	newnham	unit	 (second	 french	 unit),	 since	october	
1915	 as	 a	 part	 of	 the	 french	 expeditionary	 force	 stationed	 first	 in	
thessaloniki	and	 in	1919	moved	 to	Belgrade,	named	after	 the	girls	
college	“girton	and	newnham”	at	the	university	of	cambridge,	which	
gave	 the	 unit	 the	 largest	 part	 of	 staff	 and	 financial	 resources,	 297	
members�	

unfortunately,	 the	city	archive	 in	glasgow	does	not	have	 the	complete	
list	of	medical,	 technical	and	other	staff	of	 the	medical	missions	which	
were	sent	to	serbia	by	the	scottish	Women’s	hospital,	and	to	other	places	
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(the	salonika	front	and	 in	exile)	 in	which	they	treated	serbian	wounded	
soldiers	and	common	people;	for	instance,	it	has	no	mention	of	the	Berry	
unit	 with	 57	 members	 and	 two	 missions	 of	 lady	 paget	 (1881-1958)	
with	154	members,	and	there	are	not	many	names	mentioned	by	ishobel	
ross	(1890-1965)	in	her	diary	entries	entitled	little	blue	quails,	Belgrade	
1995	(16),	and	 isabel	emslie	hutton	 in	With	a	Woman’s	unit	 in	serbia,	
salonika	 and	 sevastopol,	 london	 1929	 (17)�	 missing,	 too,	 is	 the	 list	
of	 sixty	 and	more	 names	 of	 highly	 educated	members	 of	 the	 scottish	
Women’s	hospital	who	came	from	the	united	states	to	the	thessaloniki	
front,	in	autumn	1916���
therefore,	the	lists	from	glasgow	are	only	a	weak	attempt	to	find	out	how	
much	 the	medical	missions	 from	united	Kingdom	and	northern	 ireland	
had	 contributed	 to	 serbian	 military	 victory	 in	 the	 liberation	 War	 from	
1914-1918�
all	in	all,	when	one	bears	in	mind	that	all	those	units	were	mixed,	and	that	
in	the	medical	and	other	teams	were	also	men,	that	they	mostly	went	to	
the	battlefield	by	contract	 for	a	definite	period,	 that	with	 the	shift	came	
new	persons,	 that	some	people	had	 to	withdraw	due	 to	 illness	or	other	
reason,	 and	 that	 quite	 a	 number	 of	members	 of	 certain	missions	 died	
in	 epidemics	 (also	 twenty	 physician	 among	 them),	 it	 can	 be	 said	 that	
1500	British	citizens	from	the	British	islands,	worked	in	serbia�	if	we	add	
the	 russians,	 americans,	 greek,	 swiss,	 french,	 canadians,	 and	many	
other,	 then	 we	 can	 certainly	 conclude	 that	 not	 less	 than	 2500	 people	
participated	in	the	medical	missions	(maybe	even	three	thousand),	who	
were	mostly	women�	

haVe The SCoTTiSh woMen hoSpiTalS anD oTher 
MeDiCal MiSSionS Been ForGoTTen?
are	 the	scottish	women	forgotten?	there	 is	no	doubt	 that	 the	scottish	
women	 had	 invested	 tremendous	 effort	 in	 the	 treatment	 of	 wounded	
serbian	soldiers	and	civilians,	but	the	serbian	world	is	not	familiar	with	
all	the	names	of	those	brave,	devoted	and	determined	women�	it	is	likely	
that,	in	subsequent	decades,	the	serbian	lack	of	concern	for	that	almost	
incredible	phenomenon,	 later	created	a	 resistance	 towards	 the	serbian	
people,	 in	even	greater	measure	 from	 the	support	 that	 those	 forgotten	
serbian	 friends	 expressed	 with	 their	 arrival	 at	 the	 serbian	 battlefield�	
Whenever	 we	 talk	 about	 the	 participation	 of	 foreign	medical	missions	
in	 the	 serbian	 liberation	 Wars	 1914-1918	 (this	 author	 also,	 in	 his	
books,	sticks	to	the	same	“rules”,	but	is	trying	to	“justify“	himself	with	
pomenik),	 almost	 regularly	 there	 are:	 lady	 paget,	 elsie	 inglis,	 edward	
ryan	(1883-1923),	miss	mabel	annie	saint	clair	stobart	(1863-1946),	
flora	 sandes	 (1876-1956),	 emily	 louise	 simmonds	 (1888-1966),	
elizabeth	ross	(1878-1915),	frances	may	dickinson	Berry	(1857-1934),	
james	Berry	(1860	-1946),	mabel	dunlop	gordon	grujić	(1881-1965),	
izhobel	ross,	olive	Kelso	King	 (1885-1958),	agnes	augusta	minshull,	
Katherine	stort	mac	phail	 (1887-1974),	 dr	 lilian	mary	chesney,	alice	
marion	hutchinson	(1874-1953),	eveline	haverfield	(1867-1920),	flora	
scott,	Kathleen	Burke	(1887-1958),	William	a�	hunter	(1861-1937),	and	
maybe	some	other�	more	or	less,	this	is	the	list	of	doctors,	but	nurses,	
medical	orderlies	and	other	supporting	staff	is	nowhere	to	find�
in	 fact,	 there	 were	 so	 many	 other	 supporting	 staff	 that	 their	 role	 in	
the	 treatment	 of	 serbian	 wounded	 and	 patients,	 greatly	 exceeded	 the	

individual	performance	of	any	of	those	whose	names	were	on	the	list	of	
famous�	the	writer	of	 this	booklet,	has	“found	out”	 that	only	dr�	james	
Berry,	after	whom	the	Berry	unit	was	named,	after	returning	home	from	
serbia,	published	a	book	on	the	activities	of	his	mission;	as	the	author	of	
the	book,	entitled	the	story	of	a	red	cross	unit	in	serbia,	london	1916,	
he	listed	all	the	members	of	the	unit:	james	Berry,	may	dickinson	Berry,	
l�	Walter	Blease,	and	other	members	of	the	unit	(18)�
somewhat	 frugal	were	 the	serbian	authors	of	 the	book	spomenica	 ledi	
paget	 (commemorative	 volume	 of	 lady	 paget)	melbourne,	 1959	 (19),	
who	numbered	all	members	of	 two	missions,	but	almost	all	 the	names	
were	reduced	to	the	first	letter	or,	in	case	of	mercy	nurses,	mostly	left	out�	
about	 the	make-up	 of	 the	medical	missions,	 for	 instance,	 also	 did	 not	
worry	ishobel	ross,	who	in	her	diary	notes	mentioned	only	some	of	the	
names	(16)�	she,	of	course,	would	have	known	all	who	were	in	her	mis-
sion,	but	did	not	consider	that	it	was	important	for	the	topic�	
it	is	understood	that	neither,	previously	mentioned,	monica	Krippner,	could	
act	 otherwise�	 in	 her	 extraordinary	 hard	work	 at	 the	scottish	Women’s	
hospitals,	 their	 activities	 with	 the	 serbian	 army,	 mutual	 relationship	
between	 serbian	 wounded	 and	 nurses,	 doctors	 and	 mercy	 nurses,	 all	
names	could	not	have	been	mentioned,	because	most	likely,	the	interlocu-
tors	did	not	know	all	of	the	names,	or	were	long	forgotten�	But,	because,	
in	her	book	she	again,	in	a	very	serious	form,	illuminated	the	characters	
of	those	who	had	already	been	famous,	and	the	“other”	ones	she	could	
mention	only	 in	general�	she	started	writing	her	book	during	a	 random	
encounter	with	a	doctor,	frances	daisy	Wakefield,	during	a	tourist	trip	to	
north	africa,	with	“real	revelation	about	the	duty	of	so	many	female-	sur-
geons,	nurses,	caregivers,	and	drivers	in	the	field	hospitals	and	the	front	
treatment	room”�	that	discovery	could	be	refined	with	new	data	only	on	
the	 basis	 of	 subsequent	 discussions	 with	 those	 remembered	 by	 mrs�	
daisy	-	she	could	only	remember	some	“important”	names�	and	so	on,	
famous	about	famous	and	the	“others”	are	just	a	spice	that	is	assumed�
the	 Volunteer	 gazette	 does	 not	 care	 about	 the	 truth�	 in	 the	 first	 and	
preliminary	investigation	of	health	conditions	in	serbia	during	the	libera-
tion	wars	from	1912-1918,	the	author	completed	the	list	of	about	seven	
hundred	 names	 of	medical	 providers	 from	 outside,	 which	was	 sent	 to	
dr�	 george	 stanić	 on	 january	 17th,	 2005,	 the	 former	 president	 of	 the	
publishing	 committee	 of	 the	 Volunteer	 gazette	 in	 Belgrade�	 it	 was	 to	
be	published	 in	number	25	 in	june	2005,	but	 it	was	done	poorly,	only	
the	 introductory	 text	was	 published	 (pages	 80-86)	without	 the	 names,	
although	 those	 names	 were	 the	 key	 part	 of	 the	 whole	 work�	 instead,	
before	 the	 text	 (20)	 there	was	 an	 explanation	 given,	why	 such	 actions	
were	 taken:	 “carefully	 exploring	 the	 participation	 of	 medical	 personnel	
from	abroad,	which,	during	the	Balkan	and	the	first	World	War,	performed	
very	difficult	and	complex	 tasks	 in	 the	outpatient	clinics,	hospitals	and,	
mostly,	on	the	battlefields,	mr�	ilija	petrović	from	novi	sad,	has	collected	a	
large	amount	of	data	that	accurately	reflect	the	importance	of	the	role	and	
contribution	of	people	in	the	treatment	of	sick	and	wounded	serbian	sol-
diers	and	citizens�	studying	domestic	and	foreign	sources,	many	of	which	
date	from	the	war	days,	the	author	has	managed	to	sublimate	all	that	men	
and	women	“in	white”	have	done	 for	 the	people	and	 the	serbian	army�	
sourced	 listed	at	 the	end	of	 this	article	and	the	names	of	 their	authors,	
do	not	leave	any	doubt	on	the	authenticity	of	the	presented	data�	With	this	



147

Free topics

www�onk�ns�ac�rs/archive	 Vol	18,	no�	4,	december	2010

article,	 the	 author	 has	 submitted	 a	 list	with	 the	 names	of	 nearly	 seven	
hundred	doctors,	nurses,	medical	orderlies	and	other	medical	personnel	
who	came	from	different	countries	of	europe,	the	united	states,	canada,	
australia,	new	zealand	and	other	countries,	worked	in	the	medical	units	
of	 the	serbian	army	during	 the	Balkan	and	 the	first	World	War�	due	 to	
limited	 space,	 unfortunately,	we	were	 unable	 to	 publish	 the	 list	 on	 this	
occasion,	but	please	note	that	the	same	list	is	in	the	documentation	of	the	
association	and	is	available	to	all	those	who	are	interested�
it	was	not	told	that	the	members	of	the	editorial	committee	opposed	the	
attitude	 of	 its	 president,	 that	 in	 the	 Volunteer	 gazette	 should	 be	 found	
also	what	was	published�	the	association	of	War	Volunteers	1912-1918,	
their	descendants	and	followers	from	Belgrade,	sava	square	no�	9,	with	
all	means	resist	 the	 truth	about	 the	serbian	volunteer	movement	during	
the	liberation	wars	form	1912-1918,	which	includs	the	silence	about	the	
activities	of	medical	personnel	from	outside	in	the	serbian	wars�
if	it	was	not	so,	it	would	not	have	happened	that	the	association	still	has	
not	tried	to	sign	and	somehow	obtain,	partly	by	internet	(not	to	mention	
the	translation),	numerous	books	on	the	activities	of	foreign	medical	mis-
sion	 in	 the	Balkan	Wars,	which	were	published	 in	english	 language	(in	
england,	the	usa	and	australia),	especially	during	the	last	fifteen	years�	
the	author,	 being	skillful	 in	 research	of	 historical	material	 and	 literature,	
and	with	 excellent	 knowledge	of	 english	 language,	 spent	 at	 least	 fifteen	
days	in	some	libraries	and	archives	on	the	British	islands,	particularly	 in	
glasgow,	edinburgh	and	london�	it	could	be	that	the	access	to	their	books	
and	archives	 is	more	valuable	 for	 the	serbs	than	for	 the	english,	even	 if	
someone	 like	dr�	erik	Web	comments	with	 the	american	mission	of	 the	
red	cross	 and	dr�	 edward	ryan,	who	 says	 for	 the	 serbs	 that	 they	 are	
fascists,	 that	 is,	 the	nazis,	 that	 they	were	guilty	 for	 the	first	World	War,	
that	 they	oppressed	all	neighboring	nations,	and	alike�	the	other	authors	
attempted	to	review	the	same	topic,	as	an	echo	of	the	mentioned	discrimi-
natory	process	by	the	Volunteer	gazette,	which	was	the	book	of	medical	
missions	in	the	serbian	liberation	Wars	1912-1918	(21)	in	which,	1370	
of	these	precious	people	could	be	found�
in	this	booklet	you	can	find	this	statement	of	lady	paget:	“my	admiration	
and	respect	for	the	serbian	soldiers	was	boundless�	they	never	accepted	
defeat,	never	complained,	were	 incredibly	patient,	and	 in	 the	 fight,	 they	
were	the	best�	many	people	have	good	fighters,	but	i	doubt	that	there	are	
a	lot	of	those	who	can	fight	so	great,	living	with	only	two	breads	a	week”	
(19)�	a	few	days	before	she	died	(25th	september	1958),	she	confided	to	
her	orthodox	friend:	“let	all	forget	me�	never	mind�	But	it	will	be	hard	for	
me	if	my	serbs	forget	me”	(19)�	
in	the	same	booklet,	and	in	many	books	on	the	same	subject	matter,	no	
names	could	be	published	of	any	of	the	ones	who	respected	serbs,	and	
spent	more	than	a	year	with	them	two	or	three	times,	for	instance:
–	 miss	 mabel	 maud	 green,	 clerk,	 december	 1915-	 july	 1916,	 and	
november	1916	–	15th	july	1919;

–	 miss	jenny	andrew,	orderly,	4th	may	-	25th	july	1916	and	november	
1916-21st	december	1918;

–	 miss	irene	howard	smith,	orderly,	20th	april-	october	1916	and	18th	
january-	july	1919;

–	 miss	 alison	 mary	 hunter,	 physician,	 december	 1915-	 september	
1916	and	11th	september	1918-	2nd	april	1919;

–	 miss	edit	ethel	florence	hore,	orderly,	august	1916-	july	1917	and	
10th	january	–	4th	august	1919;

–	 miss	 elizabeth	 gertrude	 gouf	 arbuthnot,	 orderly,	 13th	 june	 –	 24th	
september	1917	and	20th	february	1918-	21st	january	1919;

–	 miss	gladys	Ward,	physician,	26th	june-	24th	november	1917	and	2nd	
march	1918-	april	1919;	

–	 miss	cecilia	mary	douglas,	orderly,	2nd	april-	24th	november	1917	and	
20th	february	–	9th	december	1918;

–	 miss	 isobel	 lewis,	 orderly,	 30th	 august	 1916-	 25th	 november	 1917	
and	20th	february-	september	1918;

–	 miss	agnes	maud	murphy,	orderly,	30th	august	1916-	24th	december	
1917	and	20th	february-	4th	december	1918;

–	 miss	ethel	moir,	orderly,	30th	august	1916-	february	1917	and	20th	
february	1918-	15th	january	1919;

–	 miss	daphne	gertrude	persee,	orderly	 from	france,	21st	april	–	24th	
november	1917	and	20th	february	1918-	21st	january	1919;

–	 miss	margaret	Wright,	orderly,	21st	april	–	24th	november	1917	and	2nd	
march	1918-	march	1919;

–	 miss	 frances	 elinor	 rendel,	 physician,	 30th	 august	 1916-	 october	
1917	and	3rd	august	1918-	march	1919;

–	 miss	geraldine	hedges,	chauffeur,	laundry	s/int	,	transport	officer,	30th	
august	1916	-	april	1917,	13th	july-	24th	november	1917,	and	20th	
february-	november	1918;

–	 and	many	others	(22)�
and	 since	 the	 lists	 arrived	 from	 glasgow,	 the	 author	 could	 have	 put	
together	 a	 book	 entitled	 “the	 scottish	 Women	 with	 the	 serbs	 1914-
1918”,	novi	sad	2010,	 in	which,	on	123	pages,	1243	names	of	 these	
women	who	helped	the	serbs	(39-117)	could	be	found,	and	to	whom	the	
serbian	people	have	not	paid	enough	respect	yet�
not	counting	the	message	written	by	the	medically	treated	captain	mihajlo	
l�	dimitrijević,	who	wrote	in	october	1918,	from	niš,	to	miss	izobel	ross:	
“Without	 your	 effort	 ���	 anywhere	 behind	 our	 fighting	 lines,	 the	 serbs	
would	not	be	able	to	achieve	what	they	achieved…we	all	have…to	take	
a	bow…	 to	dear	 and	brave	British	 ladies	who	helped	serbs	 to	 recover	
for	new	victories�	may	the	god	bless	all	of	them	and	let	he	redeem	our	
debt”	(16)�
We	do	not	count,	of	course,	even	when	we	know	how	much	they	were	
true,	 the	words	of	miss	dorothy	dot	newhall,	an	orderly	 from	england,	
whose	name	and	work	are	known	only	to	the	“dedicated”	ones,	that	it	was	
“an	anonymous	work,	with	no	trumpet	or	fanfare,	no	songs	or	blazonry,	
forgotten�	But,	i	am	convinced,	it	was	worth�”
it	was	worth	it,	indeed�
however,	 “the	 cobwebs	 of	 oblivion	 and	 ingratitude”,	 as	 it	 was	 written	
(21)	by	dr�	milan	Breberina,	“covered	the	names	and	work	of	the	greatest	
friends	of	serbia�	our	 flippancy	and	conceit,	superficiality	and	 laziness,	
have	led	to	the	fact	that	these	heroes,	and	the	list	says	they	were	heroes,	
are	fully	and	thoroughly	forgotten	���	should	we	even	wonder	why	many	
turned	their	back	to	us,	the	ungrateful	ones�
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