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Summary
Introduction. In 1907, the City Council of Novi Sad authorized 
the building of a new city hospital. The complex of hospital build-
ings was planned as a modern pavilion-style hospital with a 300 
bed capacity. Foundation. The Pavilion 1 was intended for Admit-
ting Department, Management and Administrative Departments. 
The facade of this building was decorated with a monumental 
mosaic of two angels. The Pavilion 2 was built for Departments of 
Surgery and Gynecology, whereas the Pavilion 3 included depart-
ments for patients with internal diseases, patients with skin and 
venereal diseases and maternity ward, but occasionally some infec-
tious and neurological patients were treated there as well. In 1912, 
two new buildings were built: the first was the Antitrachoma De-
partment and the other for patients with tuberculosis. During the 
First World War, the City Hospital was turned into a military hos-
pital for the wounded, and also for those suffering from abdominal 
and typhoid fever, as well as from Spanish fever. Period between 
the two world wars. Since 1921, the founder of the hospital and 
its name have changed, and it has become the General State Hos-
pital. After young physicians, educated at famous European medi-
cal centers, were employed, the Novi Sad State Hospital experi-
enced a great advancement, especially in the field of surgery. In 
1922, a new building was built, where the Bacteriological Station 
and the Pasteur Institute were established. The problems that the 
City Hospital was facing transferred to the General State Hospital, 
and were mostly financial. Before the Second World War, the State 
Hospital had a 455 bed capacity. After the Hungarian armed forces 
occupied Novi Sad in May 1941, the hospital director and all the 
ward physicians were replaced by Hungarian military doctors who 
worked there until September 1944.
Key words: History of Medicine; History, 20th Century; Hos-
pitals; Architecture; Facility Design and Construction; Equip-
ment and Supplies, Hospital; Physicians; Yugoslavia;

Sažetak 
Uvod. Godine 1907. gradska vlast u Novom Sadu donela je 
odluku da se zida nova bolnica. Kompleks zgrada bio je planiran 
po modernom paviljonskom tipu sa kapacitetom 300 postelja. 
Osnivanje. U Paviljonu 1 bilo je Prijemno odeljenje, Uprava i 
Administracija. Zabat ove zgrade bio je dekorisan kompozici-
jom u mozaiku koja je predstavljala sliku dva monumentalna 
anđela. U Paviljonu 2 nalazilo se Odeljenje hirurgije i Odeljenje 
ginekologije. U Paviljonu 3 bilo je Odeljenje za unutrašnje 
bolesti ali su tu bile i porodilje, pacijenti sa kožnim i veneričnim 
bolestima, bolesnici od zaraznih ili nervnih bolesti. Godine 
1912. podižu se dva nova objekta – jedan je Antitrahomno 
odeljenje, a drugi Antibuberkulozno. Tokom Prvog svetskog 
rata Gradska bolnica je korišćena kao vojna bolnica za ranjenike: 
tu su ležali i oboleli od trbušnog i pegavog tifusa i oboleli od 
španske groznice. Period između dva svetska rata. Od 1921. 
godine menja se osnivač bolnice i naziv  ̶  postaje Državna 
bolnica. Angažovanjem mladih lekara edukovanih u poznatim 
evropskim centrima medicine, bolnica u Novom Sadu doživljava 
procvat, naročito  hirurgija. Godine 1922. podiže se novo zdanje 
u kojem će biti osnovani Bakteriološka stanica i Pasterov zavod. 
Problemi koje je imala Gradska bolnica u svom radu preneli su 
se na Državnu bolnicu i uglavnom su bili finansijske prirode. 
Pred Drugi svetski rat bolnica ima 455 kreveta. Posle okupac-
ije mađarske vojske, u maju 1941. godine, direktor bolnice i 
svi šefovi su zamenjeni mađarskim vojnim lekarima koji su 
tu radili do septembra 1944. godine.
Ključne reči: istorija medicine; istorija, 20. vek; bolnice; 
arhitektura; projektovanje i izgradnja objekata; oprema i snab-
devenost bolnice; lekari; Jugoslavija
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Timeline – Hospitals in Novi Sad before the 20th 
Century

– 1730: An Orthodox Hospital was situated in the 
Courtyard of the St. Nicholas Church [1];

– 1754: A Catholic Hospital was built [2, 3];
– 1754: A Jewish Hospital was built [4];
– 1859: ”Städtische Spital” (small city hospital) 

was founded [3];
– 1873: The Main City Hospital was built with a 

160 hospital bed capacity and Departments of Surge-
ry and Internal Medicine, but patients with other di-
seases were also treated there: women during pre-
gnancy and childbirth, women with gynaecologic di-
seases, patients with eye, ear, skin and venereal dise-
ases, patients with infectious diseases, tuberculosis, 
as well as patients with mental diseases [2, 5];

– 1876: A Hospital Association was established, 
for the Merchant Youth [6].

Introduction

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Novi 
Sad had about 28.000 inhabitants [7] and the need 
for a new and modern hospital increased significant-
ly. In 1907, the City Council of Novi Sad authorized 
the building of a new city hospital. The chosen loca-
tion was on the outskirts of Novi Sad, at the back of 
the Artesian Bath (later Jodna Spa) and the Calvary. 
The plans for the new hospital were made by the City 
Construction Authorities and approved by the Urban 
Authorities [5] that helped the building donating 
200.000 crowns. The project for the hospital complex 
was made by architect Gyorgy Kopeczek (1864–
1920) from Budapest, and the construction was en-
trusted to the Novi Sad building constructors Vilmos 
Linarich and Peklo Bela (1867–1960). The building 
of the hospital began in 1907, and it was completed 
at the end of 1909 [8].

Foundation

The complex of the City Hospital was planned 
and built on the corner of Rakòczi Ferenc and Kor-
haz streets (today Futoški Road and Hajduk Veljk-
ova Street) as a modern pavilion-style hospital with 
a 300 bed capacity (Figure 1) [7]. Firstly, three 
large and three small objects were built, for the sick 
and others for technical supplies [7]. Some were 
built in the years to come (Scheme 1) [9].

In the main building, Pavilion 1 was intended for 
Admitting and Administrative Departments. The Pa-
vilion 2 was built for Departments of Surgery and 
Gynecology, whereas the Pavilion 3 included depart-
ments for patients with internal diseases, patients with 
skin and venereal diseases and maternity ward, but 
occasionally some infectious and neurological patients 
were treated there as well [10].

Behind the pavilions, a house for nuns and tech-
nical rooms were situated [5, 7] as well as a morgue 
(at an unknown location, today it does not exist) [11].

The main building was facing the Futoški road 
with a facade in the Secession architecture style. In 
the front of Pavilion 1, there was landscaped park 
with many trees arranged to reduce the traffic noise 
disturbing the hospital patients [12]. It was reasonable 
solution, because nearby was the last station of the 
White tram-line (from 1911–1958) (Figure 2).

The facade of the main building was decorated 
on the gable: a mosaic connecting Christianity and 
Antiques, a composition that symbolizes the alle-
gory with two monumental angels. Between them, 
the year when the hospital was completed, 1909 is 
written. The female figures of angels are placed in a 
semicircle, turned to one another with large out-
spread wings and halos over them. On the left side is 
Hygeia, the antique goddess of health, as a young girl 
who carries a glass of remedy to heal the diseased 
from the disease represented by a snake. The second 

Figure 1. Aerial photo of the Hospital and Calvary made in 1926 (Courtesy of Dušan V. Salatić: Novi Sad Chapels. 
Prometej. Novi Sad, 2013)
Slika 1. Avionski snimak bolnice i Kalvarije iz 1926. godine (Ljubaznošću Dušana V. Salatića: Novosadske kapele. 
Prometej. Novi Sad, 2013)



Med Pregl 2019; LXXII (5-6): 185-189. Novi Sad: maj-juni. 187

figure complements the goddess of health and gives 
a Christian meaning to the composition. In her hands 
is an hourglass that symbolizes the eternal passage 
of time and mortality, while the book, the Bible, 
warns everybody that those who believe will live 
after death. In the middle of the upper part, the coat 
of arms of the newly founded Socialist Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia was added [8]. Above the central 

part of the building was a clock tower seen in old 
postcards [11, 12], removed in the middle of the 20th 
century under unclear circumstances [8].

In the main building, the Admitting and Administra-
tive Departments were originally located: on the ground 
floor there were waiting rooms, doctors’ offices, admin-
istration and directors’ offices and bathrooms; in the 
basement there was a pharmacy, histology laboratory 
[13], bathroom, warehouse, and a kitchen [8]. 

In the second row, there were two buildings. In Pavilion 
2, the Departments of Surgery and Gynecology were set-
tled. The operating theatre was on the first floor, rooms for 
male and female patients were separated on the ground 
floor and the first floor. In Pavilion 3, Department for In-
ternal Diseases and the Maternity Department were lo-
cated. Although the pavilions were intended for certain 
categories of patients, they were not strictly separated [7]. 
Many patients with skin problems or venereal diseases 
were treated as outpatients or they were hospitalized in the 
Internal Department [7, 10]. The Hospital was equipped 
with a modern X-ray which was probably in the basement 
of the Surgery Department. 

In the third row of buildings, between Pavilions 
2 and 3, Pavilion 4 was located, much smaller than 
the previous ones and the building was designed 
symbolizing a cross. It was designed to accommo-
date nuns who assisted physicians and took care of 
the patients. The building consisted of a dormitory, 
a living room, a patient room, a dining room, a bath-
room and a chapel [14]. 

The first hospital director was Dr. Aleksandar 
Šandor Šosberger, who was also the head of the Gyne-
cologic and Dermatovenereology Department until 
1919. He was the first to have performed a Cesarean 
section (1910) and abdominal hysterectomy (1912) [15]. 
The head of the Surgery Department was Dr. Ferdinand 
Nandor Brezovski, who graduated from medicine in 
Budapest and specialized in surgery and gynecology 
in Dresden and Berlin [16]. The Head of the Internal 
Department was Dr. Đura Trifković. At that time, 6 
doctors were employed in the hospital, and nursing care 
was exclusively performed by about 20 nuns [7]. 

Figure 2. Old postcard of the State Hospital from 1920 
(Courtesy of Prof. Dr. Aleksandra Kapamadžija)
Slika 2. Stara razglednica Državne bolnice iz 1920. go-
dine (Ljubaznošću prof. dr Aleksandre Kapamadžije)

Scheme 1. A draft of Hospital facilities (probably after 
1922), the corner of Rákóczy Ferancz and Kórhaz streets 
(now Futoška and Hajduk Veljkova Street) in Novi Sad
Shema 1. Nacrt bolničkih objekata (verovatno posle 1922. 
godine) ugao ulice Rákóczy Ferancz i Kórhaz (danas 
Futoška i Hajduk Veljkova ulica) u Novom Sadu
Legend: Pavilion 1. Admitting Department, Management and Administra-
tive Departments, Pavilion 2. Surgery and Gynecology Department, 
Pavilion 3. Department of Internal Diseases, Maternity Ward, Department 
for Skin and Venereal Diseases, Pavilion 4. Home for nuns employed in 
the Hospital, Pavilion 5. Antitrachoma Department, Pavilion 6. Depart-
ment of  Tuberculosis and Infectious Diseases, Pavilion 7. Building for 
technical eqipment and medical supplies (later Department of Pathology), 
Pavilion 8. Department of other infectios diseases, Pavilion 9. Department 
of Psychiatry, Pavilion 10. Bacteriology Station and Pasteur Institute, 
Pavilion 11. The Hospital Pharmacy, Pavilions 12 and 13. Department  
of Hygiene, Pavilion 14. Department of Pathology and the Morgue
Legenda: Paviljon 1. Glavna zgrada sa prijemnim odeljenjem, upravom 
i administracijom, Paviljon 2. Odeljenje za hirurške i ginekološke boles-
nike, Paviljon 3. za internističke bolesnike, porodiljstvo i kožno-venerične 
bolesnike, Paviljon 4. Dom časnih sestara zaposlenih u bolnici, Paviljon 
5. Odeljenje za lečenje infekcije oka trahomom, Paviljon 6. Odeljenje za 
bolesnike sa zaraznim bolestima i tuberukulozom, Paviljon 7. Zgrada sa 
tehničkom opremom i medicinskim materijalom (kasnije Prosektura), 
Paviljon 8. Odeljenje za lečenje drugih zaraznih bolesti, Paviljon 9. 
Odeljenje za psihijatriju, Paviljon 10. Bakteriološka stanica i Pasterov 
Zavod, Paviljon 11. Bolnička apoteka, Paviljoni 12. i 13. Higijenski zavod, 
Paviljon 14. Prosektura i mrtvačnica
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Until the First World War, medical supplies were 
acquired from private pharmacies through “pharmacy 
lists” for each patient [17]. It is very likely that the nurs-
ing home pharmacy also had basic drugs for nursing 
patients [5]. The hospital pharmacy was not established 
until 1922 [5] and its chief was Svetozar Alargić, Mas-
ter of Pharmacy [18]. 

In 1912, behind the Pavilion 3, a new building was 
built, the Pavilion 5 - Antitrachoma Department with 
a 96 bed capacity. At that time, trachoma eye infection 
was very widespread in Vojvodina [7] and it was nec-
essary to form a center for the treatment and eradica-
tion of this infection. In 1927, a Department for Eye 
Diseases was established, and today, Eye Clinic is still 
located in the same building. The first head of the De-
partment was Dr. Jefta Stojaković, a specialist in oph-
thalmology [7]. In the same year, the Department of 
Ear, Nose and Throat Diseases was founded, today the 
Otorhinolaryngology Clinic, and it was located in the 
basement of the same pavilion. The Department was 
headed by Dr. Slobodan Matić [7].

Until 1912, several new hospital facilities were built: 
Pavilion 11, for neurological and psychiatric patients, 
hospital section for anatomy and pathology (Pavilion 14), 
and the hospital chapel (unknown location), but none of 
the two buildings exists any more [5, 7]. Before the begin-
ning of the First World War, the hospital had 8 doctors, 
about 400 beds, 5 departments and 5 employees [7].

The period between the two world wars

During the First World War, the City Hospital 
served as a military hospital for wounded and sick 
Austro-Hungarian soldiers, and even new barracks 
with a 100 bed capacity were built for those suffering 
from abdominal and typhoid fever [7, 19]. A new prob-
lem arose in 1918/19, when the epidemic of Spanish 
fever emerged. The capacity of the Department of In-
fectious Diseases was very small, so patients with in-
fectious diseases were housed in wards around the 
hospital [7, 19]. Such organization did not provide iso-
lation of the infected patients, so infections were trans-
mitted to other hospitalized patients [19, 20].

After the end of the First World War in 1918, Vo-
jvodina joined the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and 
Slovenes. In 1919, the new director of the City Hospital 
was Dr. Đura Trifković (1919–1932), and after him it 
was Dr. Risto Miletić Šain (1932–1941). New Heads of 
Departments were also appointed: Head of the Depart-
ments of Internal and Infectious Diseases was Dr. Đura 
Trifković, Head of the Department of Surgery was Dr. 
Stanko Matanović (1920), Head of the Department of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics was Dr. Miladin Veličkov 
Svinjarev, Head of the Department of Skin and Vene-
real Diseases was Dr. Jovan Nenadović, Head of the 
Department of Eye Diseases was Dr. Borislav Mirić, 
and Head of the Hospital section for anatomy and pa-
thology was Dr. Pavle Strasser (1921) [5]. Since 1921, 
the founder of the hospital and its name have changed, 
and it has become the General State Hospital. After 
young physicians, educated in famous European med-
ical centers, were employed, the Novi Sad General 

State Hospital experienced a great advancement, espe-
cially in the field of surgery.

In 1932, Dr. Vladimir Jakovljević became the Head 
of the Department of Surgery. He graduated from medi-
cine in Budapest and specialized in surgery in Paris, Ber-
lin, Munich and Heidelberg. He was a very capable gen-
eral surgeon who first performed duodenopancreatec-
tomy (1935) and was an expert in biliary surgery. In the 
same year, he also performed the first pulmectomy [16].

Between 1920 and 1922, a building for the treatment 
of patients with tuberculosis was built (Pavilion 6). The 
building only had a ground floor, the rooms accom-
modated a smaller number of beds, and on the south 
side of the building there was a long hallway for helio-
therapy.

At the same time, a new building (Pavilion 10) 
was built for the Bacteriological Station and the Pas-
teur Institute, which was founded in 1922 [21–23]. 
The Bacteriological Station was managed by Dr. 
Petar Švarc. The Pasteur Institute was founded and 
managed by Dr. Adolf Hempt (1874–1943) who 
modified the vaccine against rabies in 1925, and it 
was accepted by most European countries [24]. 
These two institutions united in 1924, into the Epi-
demiological Institute, that became the Institute of 
Public Health in 1926. Today, the Pasteur Institute 
is on the list of cultural monuments of the Republic 
of Serbia and consists of three parts: the main build-
ing of the Pasteur Institute, the wooden house where 
Dr. Hempt and his family lived (the “Deker’s Bar-
racks”) and the memorial bust of Louis Pasteur in 
front of the Institute [12, 21, 22]. In 1930, two new 
buildings (Pavilions 12 and 13) were built in the im-
mediate vicinity of the Pasteur Institute, which are 
now used by the Clinic of Infectious Diseases [25].

In 1927, the Section of Orthopedics was established 
within the Surgery Department and was placed in the 
unused facilities in the basement of the Surgical Pavil-
ion 2. Orthopedic and traumatic patients were treated 
by general surgeons [5, 26, 27].

In 1921, a Hospital Pathology Department was 
opened in the General State Hospital with Dr. Pavle 
Strasser as the Head of the Department (1872–1927). 
The Department was housed in a small unoccupied 
building consisting of two rooms, one of which was 
used for autopsies and the other for the preservation of 
bodies (Pavilion 14) [13, 28]. During 1933-4, the De-
partment of Pathology was situated in a larger building 
(probably Pavilion 7). During the occupation, Hungar-
ian military doctors worked at the Department [29].

In 1927, the Department of Ear, Nose and Throat 
was established in the basement of the Pavilion 5. The 
Head of the Department was Dr. Slobodan Matić, a 
well educated doctor and an excellent surgeon [7]. The 
first operations were performed in 1936 on the ground 
floor of the Eye Clinic: surgeries of the tonsils, sinuses, 
ears, endoscopic throat surgeries, esophagus and bron-
chia were performed [30].

In 1928, the Radiology Department was founded 
under the leadership of Dr. Dimitrije Nestorović. The 
department was located in the basement of the Depart-
ment of Surgery [5, 7, 31].

Dobanovački D, et al. Development of the City Hospital In Novi Sad
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When the hospital was built, it was a modern and 
well equipped health institution: bedding capacity, 
number and quality of staff, equipment and architectur-
al-functional solutions for individual objects were com-
pletely in line with the hospital standards of that time. 
After the First World War, the Department of Infectious 
Diseases needed expansion, but there were no financial 
incentives for the construction of new facilities. The 
problems of the City Hospital continued, and the Gen-
eral City Hospital faced hardships primarily of financial 
nature [7]. Approximately 20% of patients paid the costs 

of treatment themselves, while the state paid for the re-
maining 80% [32].

Before the Second World War, the General State Hos-
pital had a 455 bed capacity [33]. After the Hungarian 
armed forces occupied Novi Sad in May 1941, the hos-
pital director and all the Head physicians were replaced 
by Hungarian military doctors and the occupational 
Military Administration appointed Bela Tesenji and then 
Antal Džinić the director; all the heads of the department 
were replaced [18]. They managed the hospital until Sep-
tember 1944, when Novi Sad was liberated.
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