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Abstract: In June 2025, a dead specimen of the strictly
protected Snake-eyed skink (Ablepharus kitaibelii) was
found in the “Tara” National Park. During the return visit,
in September, live individuals were also observed. They
were recorded at two additional places. The Snake-eyed
skink is the 13th reptile species recorded in the Park thus
far. Tara Mountain is one of its westernmost habitats in
Serbia.
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Anexcangap Cumosuh, Cowa Hukonuh

TokoM pyTMHCKOT (GayHUCTNYKOr MCTPaKMBama Ha
mnanuan Tapm 2. jyna 2025. roguse mpoHabena je mpr-
Ba jemuHKa KpaTKOHoror rymrepa, Ablepharus kitaibelii
(Cnuxka la). Ilpu Hapenuoj mocetn Hanyonannom mapky
»lapa” y cenrem6py, xuse jegunke (Cmmke 1b, ¢, d) cy
npoHaheHe Ha MCTOM JIOKaIMTETy, Kao U Ha jour ABa 00-
JIVDKEbA JIOKA/IUTeTa.

During the routine faunistic survey on Tara Moun-
tain on June 2", 2025, a dead individual of Ablepharus ki-
taibelii, the Snake-eyed skink (European copper skink),
was discovered (Figure 1a). On a subsequent visit to the
Tara National Park in September, the living individuals
(Figure 1b, ¢, d) were found at the same locality, as well
as at the two additional nearby locations.

Criuka 1. a) Yrunyna jeguuka A. kitaibelii, tp6yiuna un nebua crpana tena; b) jyBenwiHa jenuuka; ¢) ofpacia jennnka; d) ogpacia jennHka in situ.

Doro: Anexcanpap Cumosuh

Figure 1. a) Dead specimen of A. kitaibelii, ventral and dorsal sides; b) juvenile individual; ¢) adult individual; d) adult individual in situ.

Photographed by A. Simovi¢

ITpsu Haas je 6uo Ha 43,86583°N, 19,41088°E (UTM
kBagpar CP75, 10 x 10 km), na npubmokHOo 870 m Haj-
MOPCKe BUCHUHE, Ha jy>KHO]j 00a/m BellTadyke aKyMy/ialuje
- jesepa 3aoBuHe, Ty achaaTHOr IIyTa Ha KPyHM OpaHe,
nopey mpocTopa 6e3 pacTumba 1 ca Huckom tpasom (Crm-
Ka 2). YTUHy/Ia jeMHKa je Ou/Ia Ha My Ty, TaKo Jia je yodeHa
cnydajHo. TeMneparypa Basjyxa Ha [JaH Ha/la3a M3HOCKIA
je oxo 25°C, a He6o je 6110 fHenuMuyHO 061auHO. OBO je
6uo mnpsu 3abenexxenn Hanas Bpcre Ablepharus kitaibelii
Ha ITaHuHM Tapu 1 jefan off IheHMX HajsallalHUjuX Hasla-
3a y Cpbuju (Cnuke 2 u 3). IIpBu )XnBU IIPUMEPLY IPO-
HabeHM cy Ha MCTOM TOKaIMTETY.

The initial finding was made at 43.86583°N, 19.41088°E
(10 x 10 km UTM square CP75), approximately 870 m
a.s.l., on the southern bank of the artificial Zaovine Lake,
along the asphalt road on the dam crest next to a clear area
with short grass (Figure 2). The carcass was on the road, so
it was spotted accidentally. The air temperature on the day
of the observation was approximately 25°C, and the sky
was partly cloudy. This was the first record of Ablepharus
kitaibelii on Tara Mountain and one of its westernmost
findings in Serbia (Figures 2, 3). The first living individuals
were found in the same place.
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Cruxa 2. Mecto nmpBo6uTHOT Hanmasa Bpcte A. kitaibelii: a) ciuka ekpaHa ca annkarpje Google Earth Pro (Bepsuja 7.3.7.1094), Ha K0joj je 5KyToM
UITIOM TIPMKA3aHO TAYHO MECTO IIPBOGUTHOT HA/Ia3a, a )XY THUM Y4eTBOPOYTaOHNKOM OTPaHIYEHO MOAPYUje HCTPaKMBAaha TOKOM FPYTOT M3/IacKa Ha

tepen; b) pororpaduja cranmmra. Poro: Anexcarngap Cumosuh.

Figure 2. The place where A. kitaibelii was initially found: a) a printscreen of a Google Earth Pro (v. 7.3.7.1094) map, with the yellow pin showing
the exact spot of the first find and the yellow tetragon delimiting the second-visit survey area; b) a photograph of the habitat made by A. S.

[Tector cenTem6pa 2025. CIPOBEIEHO je LI/BAHO IC-
TpaKuBame y O/MM3VHY jesepa 3a0BUHE, ¥ TOM IIPUTUKOM
cy npumehene xuBe jegutke Bpcre A. kitaibelii. Ha npu-
OMVDKHO je[JHOM XeKTapy HM3BOJHe CTpaHe OpaHe (KyTH
4eTBOpOYraoHNK Ha Cymipy 2), 3a Mambe of 20 MIHYTa X0ofa
(n3mebyy 8.20 1 8.40 yjyTpy) 3abenexxeHo je feceT jenuHKH,
a jol #Be Cy youeHe Ha NMBajM jy>KHO off momuroHa. Ha
jol /1Ba JIOKAJIMTETA jY>KHO Off jesepa 3a0BUHE, IO KOjUX
ce cruro oko 10.30 gacosa, npoHabeHo je jour jepyHKH
KPaTKOHOTOT T'YLITepa, X TO Ha JIoKa/luTeTuMa cnefehnx
koopauHata: 43,85023°N, 19,39725°E u 43,83880° N,
19,39992° E (Cnuka 3). Tor maHa Temmeparypa BasgyXa
kpetana ce uamehy 12°C n 20°C, a He6o je 6110 Begpo.

On September 6, a targeted visual encounter survey
was conducted in the vicinity of the Zaovine Lake, and
live A. kitaibelii individuals were noticed. In approxi-
mately one hectare of the downstream face of the dam
(yellow tetragon in Fig. 2), in less than 20 minutes of ran-
dom walking (between 8.20 AM and 8.40 AM), ten indi-
viduals were recorded, and two more were observed in
the meadow south of the polygon. In two more localities
south of the Zaovine Lake, reached at about 10.30 AM,
more skinks were found: at 43.85023°N, 19.39725°E, and
43.83880°N, 19.39992°E (Figure 3). On the given day, the
air temperature ranged between 12°C and 20°C, and the
sky was clear (full sunshine).

Tara
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Cruxa 3. Hamasu Bpcre A. kitaibelii: mpacdypa Hapasriiacte 6oje je obmact HarpmoHanHor mapka, a 1jpseHe o3Hake cy GPS Tauke Ha KojiMa je youeH
kparkoHoru ryurrep. Kapra je kpenpana momohy nporpama QGIS (Bepsuja 3.34.11-Prizren).

Figure 3. Findings of A. kitaibelii: orange dashed is the area of the National Park, and red dots represent GPS points where the skinks were

observed. The map was created using QGIS 3.34.11-Prizren.
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Kparkonoryu rymrep Ablepharus kitaibelii je jenvina Bpcra
nHaude Benvke mopopuie Scincidae (Bmie ox 1.740 BpcTa:
Chapple et al,, 2023) y Cpbuju. ObmacT pacnpocrpamera
oBe BpcTe je off jy>kHe CrroBauke 0 B/cKor McToKa, a leHn
Haj3allafHMj1 Hajmasy cy Ha mpocropy bocue n Xepuerosu-
He 1 XpBatcke (Ljubisavljevi¢ et al., 2015; Skourtanioti et al.,
2016; Zimi¢ et al., 2018; Jovanovi¢ Glavas et al., 2022).

PeBusmja mocTynHMX nojilaTaka 0 paCIpoCTpambeHOCTH
Bpcre A. kitaibelii y Cpbuju o6jaB/beHa je IIpe jefHe fielie-
Huje (Ljubisavljevi¢ et al., 2015). ITosHatu Hamasm BpcTe
A. kitaibelii najémoxu mnarnEn Tapy 6umm cy y okomm-
Hu rpagosa Yxuua u Kocjepuha, Ha oxo 30 km u 40 km
BasgylHe ypapeHoctn. On Taja cy dayHUCTMYKM IIO-
many o rMusaBuuma CpOuje Bullle IyTa aKypUpaHIU, y3
[IOfiaBabe MeT JIOKa/MUTeTa Ca 3a0e/e)KeHNM IPICYCTBOM
KPaTKOHOTOT TyIITepa y jyTOMCTOYHOM Jieny 3em/be 2022.
ropune (Tomovic et al., 2022).

KparkoHorn rymrep o6M4HO Hace/baBa TepMOQIIIHA
(mormy)oTBOpeHa CTaHMIITA (TpaBHATe IOBPILVIHE Ca PETKIM
KOymem/pBehem), MoHeKa s IIMTKA 1 KAMEHTA 3eM/BIIITA
(136eraBa CTEHOBMTA CTAHMIITA jep My je TOTpeOGHO pacTpe-
CUTO T/IO 32 KOIIaEbe), Ha HAJMOPCKVM BNCHMHAMa U3MeDhy
H1BOa Mopa 1 1550 m H.B. (Herczeg et al., 2007; Vacheva &
Naumov, 2025). Moxxe /ja Hace/baBa IIO/bONIPUBPEIHE MO3aN-
Ke, 00pajiMBO 3eM/BIILTE, BPECUIITA U IIMO/baKe; Y XpBar-
CKOj je 3abeneskeH y rpasickoM mapky (Szovényi & Jeli¢, 2011;
Jovanovi¢ Glava$ et al., 2022; Biodiversity Information System
for Europe (BISE), 2025). ITpema BISE-y, meros craryc ouy-
Bamba y 6roreorpagckum perrornma EBporte Bapupa 1 po-
LIeEbeH je Kao ,,JIOLI” Y a/IICKOM, KOHTVHEHTa/THOM VI ITaHOH-
ckoM peryony. Y Cpbuju ce A. kitaibelii o6uano Hamasu y
IJTAHMHCKO-IO/IMHCKOM IIpefiery, Ifie ce Be3yje 3a XpacToBe
myMe u >kOymake. Y BojBoyHM je IpexyBeo camMo Ha He-
KOJIVKO M3[BOjeHMX JIOKATITETa Ca OCTALMMA CTETICKIX WIN
IIyMcKo-cTenckux cranumra (Ljubisavljevi¢ et al, 2015).
Cranniura Ha WwiaHnHY Tapy, Ha KojuMa je OBa BPCTa IIPO-
HabeHa, OfroBapajy IpeTxogHO HaBeIeHNM.

ITpema xputepujymmnma Mebynaponse yHuje 3a samru-
Ty npupoge (International Union for Conservation of
Nature, IUCN), A. kitaibelii ce cmaTpa BpcTOM 3a KOjy 1O-
CTOjU HajMarba 3a0pPJMHYTOCT, KAKO Ha [I0OATHOM HUBOY,
tako u y Cpbuju; mebyTum, Kafa Cy mpuMerseHn Kpure-
pujymMu  gucTpubyLyje, eKoIoruje ¥ XXUBOTHE MCTOpUje
(JEKI), BpcTa je mpolemeHa Kao yrpo>keHa Ha HalMo-
Ha/IHOM HVBOY I yBpIITeHa je y LIpBeHy Kibury rMmsasa-
na Cp6uje (Ljubisavljevi¢ & Dzuki¢, 2015; Tomovi¢ et al.,
2015; Urosevi¢ et al., 2022). IToBehana pamusocT BpcTe je
nocnepua ofpeheHor HMBOA eHEEMIYHOCTI, PparMeHTH-
paHOr apeaa, IIOCTOjarba nepudepHIX HOIyIaLyja, Maje
BeJIMYMHe JIeITIa U KPaTKor >KMBOTHOT Beka (Ljubisavljevi¢
& Dzuki¢, 2015; Tomovi¢ et al,, 2015). Y norneny mebyna-
POHOT CTaTyca, OBa BPCTa je HaBefleHa y AHekcy IV [lu-
pexTuBe o ctannmTuMa u AHekcy II bepHcke konBeHje,
HOIITO Cy MHOT€ HbeHe JOKajIHe IOIy/Ialiyje MOf KOHTH-
HyupaHuM aHTpomoreHuM nputucuuma (Herczeg et al,
2007; Urosevi¢ et al., 2022). Y Cp6uju je cTporo 3amrnheHa
(Cnyx6enu rmacumk P Cpbuje 5/2010, 47/2011, 32/2016,
u 98/2016). Mebynm, xommko je mosHaro, go caga 'y Cp-

Ablepharus kitaibelii is the only species of the oth-
erwise large (over 1,740 species: Chapple et al., 2023)
Scincidae family in Serbia. Its general distribution is
from southern Slovakia to the Middle East, with west-
ernmost findings in Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia
(Ljubisavljevi¢ et al., 2015; Skourtanioti et al., 2016; Zimi¢
et al., 2018; Jovanovi¢ Glavas et al., 2022).

A revision of the available data on the distribution
of A. kitaibelii in Serbia was published a decade ago
(Ljubisavljevi¢ et al., 2015). The known findings of A. ki-
taibelii nearest to the Tara Mountain were the surround-
ings of the towns of Uzice and Kosjeri¢, at app. 30 and
40 km aerial distance, respectively. Since then, faunistic
data regarding Serbian reptiles have been updated several
times, with the addition of five localities with Snake-eyed
skinks in the southeastern part of the country in 2022
(Tomovié et al., 2022).

The Snake-eyed skink usually occupies thermophil-
ic (semi)open habitats (grasslands with sparse bushes/
trees), sometimes with bare soil and rock cover (it avoids
rocky habitats because it needs loose soil for digging), at
altitudes between sea level and 1,550 m a.s.l. (Herczeg et
al., 2007; Vacheva & Naumov, 2025). It can inhabit agri-
cultural mosaics, cropland, heathland, and shrubland; in
Croatia, it was recorded in a city park (Szévényi & Jeli¢,
2011; Jovanovi¢ Glavas et al., 2022; Biodiversity Informa-
tion System for Europe (BISE), 2025). According to the
BISE, its conservation status in biogeographic regions
varies across Europe, and it was assessed as “poor” in
Alpine, continental, and Pannonian regions. In Serbia, A.
kitaibelii is typically found in the mountain-valley region,
where it is associated with oak forests and shrubs. In the
Vojvodina Province, it has survived only in several scat-
tered localities with remnant patches of steppe or forest-
steppe habitats (Ljubisavljevi¢ et al., 2015). Habitats on
Tara Mountain where this species was found correspond
to those previously listed.

According to the criteria of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), A. kitaibelii is re-
garded as Least Concern, both globally and in Serbia;
however, when the Distribution, Ecology and Life His-
tory (DELH) criteria were applied, it was estimated as
Endangered at the national level and included in the
national Red Book of Reptiles (Ljubisavljevi¢ & Dzuki¢,
2015; Tomovié et al., 2015; Urosevié et al., 2022). The
increased vulnerability resulted from a certain level of
endemicity, a fragmented distribution range, the exist-
ence of peripheral populations, a small brood size, and
a short lifetime (Ljubisavljevi¢ & Dzuki¢, 2015; Tomovi¢
et al., 2015). Internationally, this species is listed on An-
nex IV of the Habitats Directive and Appendix II of the
Bern Convention, since many of its local populations
are under continuous anthropogenic pressures (Herczeg
et al., 2007; UroSevi¢ et al., 2022). In Serbia, it is strictly
protected (“Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia”
No. 5/2010, 47/2011, 32/2016, and 98/2016). However,
to the best of our knowledge, no targeted investigations
into the distribution and ecology of this species have
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Oujy HUCY CIIpOBefieHa LM/baHa VICTPaKMBaba O PacIpoC-
TPamEHOCTV M eKOloruju oBe BpcTe. IlosHaTe obmactu
pacrpoctpamema Bpcre A. kitaibelii y Cpbuju cy pamrp-
kaHe (Ljubisavljevi¢ et al., 2015). OBo Moyke NpeficCTaB/BaTH
IpeTYy OICTaHKy BpcTe 3060r moreHuujanHe Mehycobne
M30/I0BAaHOCTY Tomynanuja. Mehyrum, xao u xop MHOIMX
ApYyrMX BPCTa IMHU3aBalid y HAINOj 3eM/bl, HeKe IIpasHMU-
He y pacIpoCTpambehy MOTy OUTH IIOCTIeNNIA HelOBO/bHE
MICTPa>KEHOCTH, Te CTOra He OfpakaBajy CTBapHM oOpasall
npucycrsa Bpcre (Tomovié et al., 2015).

Y HanyonanHoM napky ,,[apa” no capia je 3a6enesxero 12
Bpcra rmm3asara (HIT ,Tapa”). [JogaBame jom jegHe cTporo
samTuheHe BpcTe xeprietogayHu oBor Iapka nosehahe mwe-
IOB 3Ha4aj Kao LIeHTpa OMOOLIKe Pa3HOBPCHOCTH U IIPHO-
purera 3a ouyBame. Y OyayhHocti, y capajmsi ca yrnpaBom
HaunonanHor napka, Tpeba TeMe/bHO MCTPAKIUTI PacIpoc-
Tpamembe U cTaryc nonynauuje A. kitaibelii v 3ariodeTyt MOHNU-
TopyHr. JIOKa/IMTeT Ha KOjeM Cy KPaTKOHOTH TYILITEpPH IIPBU
IyT 3a0e/Ie)KeHI OKPYIKEH je ITyTeBMMa ¥ JbYACKIM Hace/bl-
Ma, YK/bydyjyhm u cMemnTajie Kamanyrere. OBO IIpeficTaB/ba
HOTeHLMja/HY PU3NK 32 JYTOPOYHMU OIICTAHAK IOIy/IaLije
KpaTKOHOTOr ryurrepa. [a 61 ce 3allTiTHO U 049yBa0 KPaTKO-
HOTY TYILITep Ha IUIAHMHY Tapy, HayYHa MCTPAKVBAKHA MO-
pajy 61Ty npahena efyKaijom 1 I0KaTHOT CTAHOBHMIIITBA
u ocetyara. CaMo Kpo3 CBeCTpaHy Capajitby MOXKeMO I10-
KYLIATH []a 04yBaMO LIPUPOJHE BPETHOCTIL.
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