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    This paper focuses on various perspectives and challenges language teachers face while 
assessing language learners’ proficiency level and relying on standardised placement tests 

in compliance with the CEFR. The aim of this study is to obtain a more critical insight into language testing 
in terms of the relationship between a test form and test score; to provide an interpretation of the CE-
FR-based proficiency levels; and to address the inclusion of the CEFR scheme in the real-life, academic 
language environment. Through a comparative, qualitative analysis, it examines the achievements of a 
group of respondents, undergraduate students majoring in English, recorded in a standardised pen-and-
paper test focusing on their written language competence to determine their CEFR language proficiency 
levels. It also analyses errors, and compares the results obtained at different levels within the CEFR context, 
providing a theoretical background to the role and place grammar has in language teaching and learning. 
The main findings of the research point out the commonest grammatical errors found at the B2 and C1/2 
levels, also revealing inconsistent and unexpected types which contribute to a deeper understanding of 
the complexities language assessment implies. This paper presents results which identify the areas that 
could be improved in terms of testing grammatical competence within the CEFR framework.

      CEFR, testing, error, grammatical competence, the English language.

Introduction

Testing and assessment have been a critical aspect of applied linguistics ever since 
the social context changed and became rather fluid in terms of education, intercultural 
exchanges and influences, and job market and labour mobility. Although language testing 
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has been the centre of much concern for years, it is still considered to be a young disci-
pline (Fulcher, 2012, p. 2). As such, it has attracted much attention not only on the part of 
teachers, educators, and linguists, but also of policy-makers in the  field of language in the 
broader sense.  

The last decades have been marked by ongoing political, cultural, and social pro-
cesses, which have brought about significant changes to the educational framework. 
Within such a newly created social and educational context, language teaching, learning, 
and assessing have gained an entirely new dimension. This has prompted the authorities 
from the Council of Europe to start the initiative of promoting “transparency and coher-
ence in language education” (Cambridge ESOL, 2011, p. 2), resulting in the creation of The 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, assess-
ment (CEFR).

Ever since the creation of the CEFR document, language teachers have relied heavily 
on its main principles, and have been using various standardised tests in order to assess 
their learners’ CEFR-based proficiency levels. The detailed and clearly stated descriptors 
provided in the document greatly contribute to a better understanding and assessing of 
students’ primary language skills. In terms of assessing learners’ grammatical competence, 
the descriptors are limited to defining grammatical accuracy at each reference level and 
theorists around the globe aim to address them and provide insights into their nature 
(e.g. in 2016, Bodrič gave a detailed theoretical background to this issue, providing gram-
matical descriptors for the A2, B1 and B2 levels). In this paper, we will refer to the main 
principles of the CEFR, relying on a standardised form of placement tests – the Oxford 
Placement Test – thus determining the CEFR language reference levels of a group of uni-
versity students majoring in English. The conducted research includes an analysis of errors 
students made in this test, and a comparison of errors made at different levels. The aim 
of this research is to provide a deeper understanding of language testing and to analyse 
CEFR-based proficiency levels based on grammatical knowledge. One of the main tasks of 
this research is to investigate how to overcome the challenges posed by the complex na-
ture of testing and assessment, and how to explore and exploit the existing standardised 
tests in order to make their application more useful and meaningful.  

The CEFR and Grammar Assessment

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages was published in 
2001, and describes “learners’ ability in terms of speaking, reading, listening and writing at 
six reference levels” (Cambridge ESOL, 2011, p. 6). The authors of the CEFR intended to cre-
ate a framework, which could not only serve as help or as a guide for all parties involved 
in language education, but also as a ‘tool’ for various purposes. 

The Framework points out the importance of various competencies language learn-
ers need to develop so that they can deal effectively with different communicative situ-
ations (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 9). In order to achieve this, the Framework defines an 
exhaustive list of competencies: general competencies (including declarative knowledge, 
skills, and know-how and ability to learn) and communicative language competencies  
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(linguistic, sociolinguistic, and pragmatic). Linguistic competencies are mainly of primary 
concern for language teaching and learning, and they include: lexical, grammatical, seman-
tic, phonological, orthographic, and orthoepic competencies. According to the Framework, 
the range of lexical and grammatical competences is rather detailed, including lexical ele-
ments, such as fixed expressions, phrasal idioms, fixed frames, and phrases, single words, 
etc., and grammatical (morphology, syntax, and semantics) (Council of Europe/ALTE, 2011). 

What makes the CEFR a valuable document are the clearly stated, detailed descrip-
tors and guidelines for a vertical progress through all language skills. However, even 
though grammatical competence is given attention in the Framework, it is defined rather 
broadly, and its authors do not provide descriptors which explain learners’ grammatical 
competence for each reference level. Their attention is limited to a list of grammatical cat-
egories and parameters (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 114) and a rather general description 
of grammatical accuracy expected to be attained at each reference level. The status of 
grammar-related descriptors within the CEFR document has remained almost unchanged 
even within the supplementary document (Companion Volume with New Descriptors, 
from 2018), aimed at enriching the initial document content.

Despite the fact that the CEFR analyses various aspects of language education, it 
seems that testing and assessment have received most attention. However, the way the 
CEFR document refers to assessment has resulted in various interpretations and has given 
rise to rather opposing views, among which are those endeavouring to determine how to 
assess grammatical competence. 

Defining grammatical knowledge has provoked much debate among linguists for 
decades, and it has yielded much discussion and research. Language teachers undeniably 
emphasise the importance of the role grammar plays in language learning and testing, 
and explicit grammar testing is still an integral component of internationally-recognised 
English language tests, such as IELTS, TOEFL, TOEIC, CAE, CFE, etc. (Bodrič, 2016, p. 163); 
however, what has changed considerably over the years are the aspects of grammar se-
lected to be tested and the ways to test grammar (Purpura, 2005, p. 4). 

As much as the CEFR is praised, there are a number of critics (Deygers, Gorp, & De-
meester, 2018; Fulcher, 2012) who have a different view of the values of the CEFR, its ap-
plication and, particularly, the testing and assessment that claim to be linked to it. One of 
the limitations refers to the lack of exactness and, consequently, the levels it prescribes 
cannot be taken as standards, and are of a mere descriptive nature (Deygers et al., 2018,  
p. 2). On the other hand, there is a completely opposite view, which criticises the Frame-
work for having a negative impact on language learning due to the insistence on stan-
dardisation. There are also serious objections relating to the involvement of factors oth-
er than purely educational and professional, and they refer to the context which goes 
beyond language and learner-focused interest, making the CEFR language-independent 
(Harsch & Martin, 2012) and frequently very difficult for interpretation (Papageorgiou, 
2010, as cited in Deygers et al., 2018, p. 2). Furthermore, a number of theorists claim that 
one of the most prominent drawbacks of the CEFR is its lack of empirical nature (Fulcher, 
2012), and that it also unequally addresses language skills (Staehr, 2008), and does not to-
tally adhere to the principles arising from language acquisition theories (Alderson, 2007, 
as cited in, Deygers, Carlsen, Vilcu, & Zedler , 2017, p. 2). 
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Research Methodology

The research includes the analysis of a corpus of tests taken by a group of 22 under-
graduate students majoring in English, aged 19-20 years. The main purpose of this study 
was to test their grammatical competence at the end of their second year of studies so 
that the language teachers could use the results in order to determine their CEFR lan-
guage proficiency level. The test was also meant to serve as a diagnostic tool which could 
help the teachers plan and organise lessons as regards teaching materials and further 
activities for the next academic year so as to make language learning the most effective 
for the students.

The test respondents took represents a standardised, pen-and-paper test - Oxford 
Placement Test 2 (Allan, 2006) – and it has been used as one of the instruments with the 
potential for identifying the CEFR levels. It contains 100 items belonging to the scope of 
grammar, all of which are presented in MC form (pick and choose option), and the allotted 
time for its completion is a maximum of 50 minutes (it is worth noting that the section of 
the Oxford Placement Test 2 pack involving Listening comprehension has not been used). 
The items are divided into six sections, all but the very last one being context-providing 
portions of language material – addressing different general knowledge topics. This in-
cludes multiple writing forms – there are descriptive, biographical parts, but also a letter 
format section. Although the mentioned sections of tasks are regarded (and named) as 
Grammar Part 1 and Grammar Part 2 – they are not arranged in a graded order – both parts 
contain more and less demanding items. 

Test 2 also comes with a diagnostic Key and Levels chart – so it helped the authors 
of this study check the answers easily, grade the tests, and, at the same time, determine 
their students’ reference levels. The grading scale served as a framework for the analysis 
of errors students made followed by a description and comparison of errors. These errors 
were classified into typical and less frequent, and the obtained results were used to pro-
vide a deeper insight into the nature of grammar assessment, including the analysis of the 
discriminatory value of certain items. 

Research Results and Discussion

Analysis of Students’ Performance in the Placement Test

According to the formal scale provided by the test designers, the students achieved 
the following scores: 9 students performed at the B2 level, and 13 of them were either at 
the C1 (7 students) or C2 levels (6 students). 

The analysis of the results obtained from these tests, and the comparison of errors 
made at the same level showed that there are errors made by all students or the majority 
of them, which we could consider as typical for the specific level. Apart from these typical 
errors, we will also point out the errors made by some of the students at certain levels, 
which were taken into consideration in our analysis because they show some unexpected 
tendencies and could have indicative implications for language planning policies. Prior to 
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illustrating them, it should be noted that the term “error”, throughout this paper, is used 
to denote a lack of knowledge. And the paper does not introduce the differentiation be-
tween errors and mistakes.

Errors Made at the B2 Level

The analysis of test results, which were evaluated to be at the B2 level, shows that 
there is a pattern of repetition of the same errors in some grammatical categories in all test 
results, or the majority of them, which we refer to as typical errors. Other errors, though 
not that frequent, are also studied and analysed in this work for the purpose of further 
analysis and implied directions of investigation. 

- Typical errors all students made at this level are:
a.  the use of questions tags with the adverbs “hardly” and “rarely” (e.g., He’s rarely 

been away for this long before, has he?).
b.  the use of the gerund after prepositions and the form “be used to” (e.g., Children 

seem to find computers easy, but many adults aren’t used to working with microtech-
nology.).

c.  the uses of the Perfect forms. The use of the Past Perfect was problematic for all 
students at this level. Half of them recognised its use in separate sentences which 
had either another past action or the prepositional phrase by + time (e.g. By 1956 
he had joined Santos and had scored in his first game). However, all students showed 
a lack of knowledge of how and when to use the Past Perfect in context – within a 
text that demanded a deeper understanding of the sequences of actions.

d.  Similarly to the above-explained typical mistake, the use of other verb forms pres-
ent in longer contexts was also problematic, especially if the sequence of tenses 
was present in sentences. None of the students at this level could properly deci-
pher which tense is used in a longer text for which congruence the understand-
ing of the sequence of tenses is needed. The analysis of their tests shows that 
they made rather illogical combinations, which illustrates a lack of understanding 
of the use of tenses in a broader context. Nobody answered correctly any of the 
sentences that contained verbs in tenses with a reference point in the past – for 
example: It was the first time that professional teams had played for a world title.

- Typical errors the majority of students (over 70%) made at this level are the following:
a. the use of non-finite verb forms:
- the use of the bare infinitive after the verb make (in the sense of to force somebody 

to do something), e.g. His father made him practice every day.
- after phrasal and prepositional verbs, especially after the verb to look forward to.
- the difference between the use of the gerund and infinitive after the verb go on, 

e.g., Italy, who won, went on to win the 1938 final.
- the use of the gerund after it’s no use.
b. the use of verb forms:
- be going to for past predictions, e.g., He thought he was going to be able to play in 

the finals in Sweden.



76

- the use of The Present Perfect after the clause It’s the first time.
c. the use of the relative pronoun who after a proper noun denoting a country, but in 

the sense of a team from that country (e.g., Italy, who won, …)
d. the use of the Perfect Infinitive after modal verbs to refer to the past, e.g., It’s the 

first time I’ve lived with anybody before, but I might have guessed what would happen.
e. the omission of the article the in front of most (meaning majority, not a part of the 

superlative form), e.g., Climate is important in most people’s lives.
f. the use of the indefinite article after quite (but they all recognised its use after 

such), e.g., The history of the World Cup is quite a short one (they chose the answer where the 
noun phrase does not contain the indefinite article), 

g. the use of the causative have, e.g., ...then the authorities would have needed to have 
the original World Cup replaced. 

h. the use of the active and passive forms in sentences. Students did not recognise 
whether the subject of these sentences is the doer of the action or the object of its active 
counterpart, e.g., In 1957 he was picked for the Brazilian national team.

i. the use of question tags in shortened forms, e.g., We’d better not delay reading this 
any longer, had we? At this level, the majority of students also made errors if a question tag 
was added to complex sentences, e.g., So you think he’ll be back before November, do you?

j. would rather – at the level of recognition of the use of the bare infinitive after the 
form, e.g., Some people would just rather not have anything with computers at all.

- Other Errors Made at the B2 Level - some students made other errors that could 
not be described as typical for this level, but nevertheless occurred in more than 20% of 
analysed test results, and they are as follows:

a. the use of the Present Perfect with the adverbs for and since, e.g., Football has been 
played for over a hundred years.

b. the omission of articles in front of abstract nouns, e.g., In Madeira they have good 
weather almost all year.

c. the use of quantifiers in negative sentences, thus, some students opted for an-
swers such as There aren’t no...

e. the difference in meaning between little and a little, e.g., Even now there is little we 
can do to control the weather.

f. the use of the plural form of nouns, e.g., He was only ten years old (half of them opt-
ed for He was only ten years.)

g. the use of the modal should after the verb suggest, e.g., She suggested we should 
share the house and share the costs.

h. the difference between as and like in simple examples, e.g., Learning a computer 
language is not the same as learning a real language.

h. the use of the infinitive  of purpose, e.g., In hot countries people wear light clothes 
to keep cool. 

i. the use of the Future Perfect Continuous, e.g., At the end of this month we’ll have 
been living together for a year and a half.

j. the use of the Past Simple of the verb to be in the sentence He was born in 1940. 
Instead of was, some of them opted for the Present Simple form is. 
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Errors Made at the C1 Level

Even though the number of typical errors made at this level is smaller than at the 
B2 level, there are still noticeable patterns of errors students made at both C levels. The 
total number of students who performed at the C level is 13 and, according to the scale, 7 
students scored at the C1 level, with the other 6 at the C2 level.

- Typical errors that all students made at this level are the following:
a.  the use of question tags after sentences which contain the adverbs hardly and 

rarely. 
b. the use of tenses within a text, with the focus on the sequence of tenses
c. the use of the gerund after prepositions 
- The analysis showed that the majority of students made the following errors:
a. the use of the relative pronoun who in the sentence Italy, who won...
b. the use of question tags in complex sentences
c. the use of the Perfect Infinitive after modals
d.  the use of a preposition + gerund after a noun, e.g., Everyone has difficulty in learn-

ing (they opted for the plural form of the noun and the infinitive).
e. the use of the infinitive/gerund after the verb to go on.

- Other errors students made at this level 
Although the number of students who made other errors at this level is less than  

50%, which could not be referred to as typical, the errors made in their tests are pointed 
out in this analysis because they belong to the lower level of grammatical difficulty, and 
therefore will be discussed later in this work. These errors are as follows:

a.  the use of the article the in front of most, when most refers to the majority of, and 
not a part of the analytical comparison (most people’s lives)

b.  the use of the active and passive forms – at the level of recognition whether the 
sentence is active or passive, which influences the choice of verb

c. the use of the gerund after the phrase it’s no use 
d. the use of the modal should after the verb suggest 
e. the basic use of the Future Perfect Continuous

Errors Made at the C2 Level

The results showed that 6 students performed at the C2 level and, unlike with the 
previous levels, there is no example of an error that was recurrent in all students’ tests. Still, 
there is a clear pattern of errors that could be found in the majority of these tests, and they 
are as follows:

a. the use of tenses in a text, with the focus on the sequence of tenses
b.  the use of question tags after the sentences which contain the adverbs hardly 

and rarely
c. the use of the gerund after prepositions
d. the use of the Present Perfect after It’s the first time 
e.  the use of the article the in front of most, when most refers to “the majority of”, 

and not a part of the analytical comparison (most people’s lives)
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f. the use of the Past Perfect in a text
g. the use of the infinitive/ gerund after the verb to go on.

Students also made some other mistakes at this level that occurred in more than one 
test, and are taken into consideration in this analysis because they could be significant for 
further studies and language teaching implications, which will be discussed in the next-
section. These errors are the following:

a.  the use of the active and passive forms – at the level of recognition whether the 
sentence is active or passive, which influences the choice of the verb

b. the use of the gerund after the phrase it’s no use 
c. the use of the infinitive to indicate purpose
d. the use of the modal should after the verb suggest 
e. the basic use of the Future Perfect Continuous
f. the use of the relative pronoun who in the sentence Italy, who won...

If we compare typical errors the students made in their placement test, we can no-
tice that there is a clear pattern of their occurrence at all levels – from B2 to C2. These 
errors concern primarily the use of verb forms, the category in English which is the most 
developed and, at the same time, the most complex. They therefore pose difficulties for 
students in deciphering subtleties and various forms and meanings. 

The comparative analysis of tests shows that the following grammatical aspects 
were the most problematic for students, and resulted in typical errors including:

a. the use of tenses in a broader context
b. the use of the perfect forms (present, past, and future)
c.  the use of question tags after the sentences which contain the adverbs hardly 

and rarely, and after sentences with the shortened form of auxiliary verbs.
d.  the use of non-finite verb forms. Students showed a lack of knowledge in terms 

of the use of the infinitive or gerund to complement other verbs/ nouns/ phrases.
e.  the use of articles when there are similar forms which go along or without any 

article.
f.  the use of the active or passive forms in contexts where students are asked to 

recognise whether the subject of the sentence is the doer of the action or is the 
object of the active sentence.

In this analysis, we will compare the typical errors students made at levels B2 to C2 
with the descriptors in the CEFR. What is most striking is the consistency in errors the 
students made at the C levels. According to the CEFR document, the language user at the 
C2 level is proficient, and in terms of grammatical competence and accuracy “maintains 
consistent grammatical control of complex language, even while attention is otherwise 
engaged (e.g., in forward planning, in monitoring others’ reactions)” (Council of Europe, 
2001, p. 28). The language at the C1 level is also considered to be that of a proficient user 
who performs at a high level, and “consistently maintains a high degree of grammatical 
accuracy; errors are rare and difficult to spot” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 28). According 
to the CEFR at the C1 level, a user also has “good grammatical control, occasional slips or 
non-systematic errors and minor flaws in sentence structure may still occur, but they are 
rare and can often be corrected in retrospect” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 28).
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The analysis of the typical errors the C1 or C2 learners made in this placement test 
shows that they occur in the sentences which illustrate grammatical categories, structures 
and uses taught at the lower levels, as presented in coursebooks and grammar books 
which rely on the principles and descriptors stated in the CEFR. The most common errors 
students made were in the two parts of the test that contained a broader context, or, as it 
is stated according to the CEFR document, language in use. 

Another issue which arises here is: if students do not recognise a complex gram-
matical structure containing verb forms affected by the sequence of tenses, how can we 
expect them to use it effectively and correctly in communicative situations? According to 
the CEFR, if learners want to participate in communicative situations, they “draw upon a 
number of competences developed in the course of their previous experience” (Council 
of Europe, 2001, p. 101). The qualitative aspects of spoken language use describe a C1 
language user as someone who “consistently maintains a high degree of grammatical ac-
curacy, errors are rare” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 114), while a C2 proficient language 
user “maintains consistent grammatical control of complex language” (Council of Europe, 
2001, p. 114). The findings obtained through this study do not comply with these state-
ments since there are instances of lack of consistency of grammatical control.

The errors students made at the C1 and C2 levels do not support the explanation of 
propositional precision of how well leaners need to perform at these levels, i.e., “convey 
finer shades of meaning precisely by using, with reasonable accuracy, a wide range of 
qualifying devices”, or “give emphasis, differentiate and eliminate ambiguity” (Council of 
Europe, 2001: p. 129).

The CEFR describes B2, C1 and C2 language users as independent language users. 
According to the CEFR descriptors for grammatical accuracy, the B2 learner “shows a rela-
tively high degree of grammatical control” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 114). A B2 learner 
also “does not make errors which lead to misunderstanding” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 
114). However, the findings shown in the section describing the errors made at the B2 
level are not congruent with this claim, because these types of errors were recurrent in 
many test results at this level. 

What also strikes as incongruous with regard to the CEFR descriptors is the interfer-
ence of the students’ mother tongue, which occurs in several instances at all levels, although 
“noticeable mother tongue influence” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 114) is referred to only at 
B1 and lower language levels. Recurrent errors illustrating this interference are as follows: 

He is born in 1940. (Instead of He was born); There aren’t no easy ways (Instead of There 
are no easy ways), It’s no use to try (Instead of It’s no use trying), In some countries is dark all 
the time (Instead of In some countries it is dark all the time), He was only ten years (Instead of 
He was only ten), and many examples referring to the sequence of tenses.

The analysis of errors and comparison of their occurrence at all of these three levels 
reveals another oddity relating to the application of the CEFR principles to the interpreta-
tion of the test results. Namely, the following is stated in the CEFR document: “Each level 
should be taken to subsume the levels below it on the scale” (Council of Europe, 2001, p. 
36), and it is assumed that a language user whose competences are assessed to belong to 
a certain level is expected ‘to be able to do “whatever is stated” at the lower level’ (Council 
of Europe, 2001, p. 36).  
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However, the analysis of the results obtained from the corpus composed of stu-
dents’ placement tests shows that this principle is violated in some cases, and that 
students of lower language levels performed better at some grammatical categories 
and aspects than others whose final score was higher. The findings show that some 
items from the placement test have a lower discrimination index, and these examples 
are as follows: 

a.  the use of quantifiers – differences between a little/ little, the use of no with nega-
tive verbs (‘there aren’t no’ and the adverb hardly (‘hardly no’) - made by the C1 and 
C2 students, and not described as typical for the B2 level

b.  the use of used to for past habits (none of the students made this mistake at the 
B2 level)

c.  the comparative form of the adjective warm (‘more warm’ - an error none of the 
students made at B2 level)

d. the error in the use of between/ among was made only at the C2 level

e.  the use of the bare infinitive after would rather was made by two students at C2 
level, and nobody made this mistake at the C1 level.

Pedagogical Implications

The typical errors described for each reference level can be used as a resource to 
support teachers while creating materials and organising grammar instruction. The find-
ings of this study also indicate that we cannot rely only on the test results alone – we need 
to employ other criteria and elements in grouping our students and curriculum planning 
– if possible, to test both their receptive and productive skills.  All these decisions should 
be based on the aim of learning the language. This placement test, as well as the grading 
scale, can be helpful, but not necessarily the only source of information relevant for creat-
ing various language policies. 

The results obtained from this analysis also demonstrate that language teachers 
should not assume anything – even if students’ language competence is assessed to be at 
a proficient level they still make banal, unexpected, and even illogical errors, but these still 
exist, and should be taken into consideration.

The analysis of test results according to which the grammatical knowledge and per-
formance of students were classified at either the B2 or C 1/ 2 levels shows that the errors 
made at these levels can be very similar, and belong to the same grammatical categories. 
The difference in the number of points which classified their performance at either the B 
or C levels can sometimes be attributed to sporadic examples, isolated categories, and do 
not contribute to a clear referential line. Therefore, in order to determine what direction of 
improvement to take to help students consolidate their knowledge and competencies at 
an assigned level and confidently move up to the higher level, all parties involved in the 
creation of language policies, institutions, language teachers and learners, test and mate-
rial designers should be aware of these complexities, and be ready and flexible to adapt 
to their students’ abilities and needs.
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Conclusion

In this paper, we analysed and compared the results students achieved in a stan-
dardised placement test in accordance with the CEFR principles. The analysis of the most 
common errors students made and the interpretation of the results point to the complex-
ity of the nature of testing and assessment, and multidirectional aspects both language 
teachers and learners need to be aware of. 

A deeper understanding of the CEFR principles will help a language instructor as-
sess the test that he/she plans to use. These tests can be viewed as a helpful, supportive 
tool, and a starting point that provides guidance to both language teachers and learners. 
However, language teachers need to have a critical eye while using formal tests in order 
to analyse the applicability of these tests in their teaching contexts, and not to take them 
for granted. 

The findings of this study show that the CEFR grammar competence descriptions are 
applicable in the analysis of many of the students’ test results. However, the discrepancies 
shown above also support the interpretation that the CEFR should be used as a guide 
(Council of Europe, 2001), and that other aspects should be included in the language de-
scriptions. As Schneider and Lenz point out, apart from the scaled descriptions, other de-
scriptors can be useful (Schnider & Lenz 2019, p. 41-49), especially in contexts with specific 
groups of learners who have specific learning goals. The results obtained from this study 
point out the weakness in applying grammatical knowledge, and areas that can be im-
proved at the levels B2, C1 and C2. 

The reseach described in this paper contributes to the complex area of language 
testing with its methodology of intersecting and comparing results obtained at different 
levels, revealing what grammatical items need further attention in test designing. These 
results also showed that for more comprehensive and far-reaching conclusions about the 
nature of testing, a wider corpus of both tests and respondents needs to be incorporated 
in some further investigation on this subject. 

References

Alderson, J. (2007). The CEFR and the need for more research. The Modern Language Journal, 91(4), 
659–663. 

Allan, D. (2006). Placement Test 2. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Bachman, L. F., & Palmer, A. S. (1996). Language Testing in Practice: Designing and Developing Useful 
Language Tests. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Bodrič, R. (2016). Testiranje gramatike stranog jezika – savremena teorijska i praktična načela. Nasleđe, 
34, 159-170. 

Council of Europe (2001). Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, 
Assessment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Retrieved from https://rm.coe.int/16802fc1bf

Council of Europe/ALTE (2011). Manual for Language Test Development and Examining. For Use with 
the CEFR. Strasbourg: Language Policy Division. Retreived from https://rm.coe.int/manual-for-
language-test-development-and-examining-for-use-with-the-ce/1680667a2b



82

Council of Europe (2018). Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, 
Assessment. Companion Volume with New Descriptors. Strasbourg: Language Policy Division. 

Deygers, B., Zeidler, B., Vilcu, D., & Carlsen, C.H. (2017). One Framework to unite them all? Use of the 
CEFR in European university entrance policies. Language Assessment Quarterly, 15, 3-15. https://
doi.org/10.1080/15434303.2016.1261350

Deygers, B., Gorp, K. V., & Demeester, T. (2018). The B2 level and the dream of a common standard. 
Language Assessment Quarterly, 15(1), 44-58. https://doi.org/10.1080/15434303.2017.1421955 

Fulcher, G. (2012). Scoring performance tests. In G. Fulcher, & F. Davidson (Eds.), The Routledge Handbook 
of Language Testing (pp. 378–392). London, UK: Routledge.

Harsch, C., & Martin, G. (2012). Adapting CEF-descriptors for rating purposes: Validation by a combined 
rater training and scale revision approach. Assessing Writing, 17(4), 228-250.

Purpura, J. (2005). Assessing Grammar. Cambridge: CUP. 

Schneider, G., & Lenz, P. (2019). European Language Portfolio: Guide for Developers. Strasbourg: Council 
of Europe.  

Stæhr, L. (2008). Vocabulary size and the skills of listening, reading and writing. Language Learning 
Journal, 36(2), 139-152.

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (2011). Using the CEFR: Principles of Good Practice. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Retreived from https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/
Images/126011-using-cefr-principles-of-good-practice.pdf

Примљено: 08.11.2019.
Коригована верзија примљена: 29.03.2020.

Прихваћено за штампу: 05.04.2020.

Marijana Prodanović, Valentina Gavranović, Nina Pantelić • Towards a Deeper Understanding ...



83

Настава и васпитање, 2020, 69(1), 71-84

Ка бољем разумевању ЦЕФР принципа на плану тестирања  
граматичке компетенције 

Маријана Продановић
Студијски програм Англистика, Универзитет Сингидунум, Београд, Србија

Валентина Гаврановић
Студијски програм Англистика, Универзитет Сингидунум, Београд, Србија

Нина Пантелић
Студијски програм Англистика, Универзитет Сингидунум, Београд, Србија

           Овај рад тежи осветљавању различитих могућности и изазова са којима се сусре-
ћу наставници страног језика у процесу провере знања језика, ослањајући се на 

стандардизовани тест усклађен са скалом Заједничког европског референтног оквира за језике 
(ЦЕФР). Циљ истраживања у подлози рада је остваривање критичког увида у природу тестира-
ња језика – са посебним освртом на међуоднос форме теста и оствареног резултата; тума-
чење нивоа познавања језика дефинисаних у складу са Заједничким европским референтним 
оквиром за језике; осврт на примену наведеног oквира у стварном, академског окружењу. Упо-
редна, квалитативна анализа приказала је учинак групе испитаника, студената основних 
студија aнглистике, постигнут на стандардизованом, писаном тесту, чији је циљ био дефини-
сање нивоа познавања језика, а у складу са скалом Заједничког европског референтног оквира за 
језике. Осим наведеног, анализа указује на грешке студената, али и упоређује учинак на разли-
читим нивоима познавања језика, истовремено пружајући теоријску подлогу у вези с улогом која 
припада граматици у пољу наставе и учења страног језика. Резултати су показали учестале 
граматичке грешке до којих долази на нивоима B2 и C1/2, али су и међу њима открили неке неу-
склађене те неочекиване грешке, што доприноси бољем разумевању сложене природе феноме-
на тестирања познавања језика. Отуда овај рад, на основу добијених резултата, указује на 
области тестирања граматичке компетенције, у складу са принципима Заједничког европског 
референтног оквира за језике, које могу бити унапређене. 

               ЦЕФР (Заједнички европски референтни оквир за језике), тестирање, грешке, 
граматичка компетенција, енглески језик.
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    В данной статье освещаются различные возможности и проблемы, с которыми 
сталкиваются преподаватели иностранных языков в процессе тестирования знаний 

языка,  опираясь на стандартизированный тест, согласованный со шкалой Общеевропейской 
системы координат для языков (ЦЕФР). Целью исследования было: определение критического 
понимания природы языкового тестирования, с особым акцентом на взаимосвязи формы теста 
и полученного результата; интерпретация уровня владения языком, определенного в соот-
ветствии с координатами ЦЕФР; обзор применения данного документа в реальной академиче-
ской среде. Сравнительный качественный анализ показал успеваемость исследуемых студен-
тов английского языка на стандартизированном письменном тесте, направленном на 
определение уровня владения языком в соответствии со шкалой ЦЕФР.  Кроме того, анализ 
указывает на ошибки студентов, но также сравнивает успеваемость на различных уровнях 
владения языком, предоставляя теоретические знания о роли, которую грамматика играет 
в процессе преподавания и изучения иностранных языков. Результаты указали на частые 
грамматические ошибки, возникающие на уровнях B2 и C1/2 владения языком, но также среди 
них были выявлены некоторые противоречивые и неожиданные ошибки, что способствует 
лучшему пониманию сложной природы тестирования знаний языка. Исходя из полученных ре-
зультатов, данная статья указывает на те области грамматического тестирования ком-
петенций, в соответствии с принципами Общеевропейской системы координат для языков, 
которые могут быть улучшены.

   ЦЕФР (Общеевропейская система координат для языков), тестирование, 
ошибки, грамматическая компетенция, англnийский язык.
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