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Apstrakt: U radu se istrazivala podsticajna snaga fudbalskog* programa Univerziteta Notr Dam za obrazovni
marketing i finansiranje ove institucije. Snazna medusobna povezanost ekonomije, politike, masovnih medija i
sporta, uslovila je izuzetnu popularnost fudbala u SAD. Univerzitet iz americke drzave Indijana je jedan od prvih
koji se uspesno prilagodio ovom trendu kroz revitalizaciju svog fudbalskog programa, koji je jos od 1887. godine
bio prisutan u razvojnoj strategiji ove institucije. Koriste¢i metode analize sadrzaja i studije slucaja Katolickog
univerziteta Notr Dam, izlozena je hipoteza da je popularnost sporta, u ovom slucaju fudbala, uspesno iskoris¢ena
za promociju i razvoj ove visokoskolske ustanove. U zakljucku se istice da je Univerzitet Notr Dam kroz ukljuc¢ivanje
i sporta (fudbalski tim “Borbeni Irci”) u svoju obrazovnu promociju, u¢vrstio svoju danasnju poziciju - rangiran je
pri vrhu najkvalitetnijih nacionalnih istrazivackih univerziteta u SAD. S druge strane, ova studija slucaja potvrduje
da nema sukoba izmedu verske dogme i nauke zasnovane na dokazima ako zajedno koracaju ka napretku, odnosno,
ako im je zajednicki cilj da oslobode coveka.

Kljuéne reéi: obrazovanje, sport, Katolicka crkva, Univerzitet Notr Dam, fudbal

UVOD

Intelektualne i duhovne slobode su se oduvek razlikovale medu ljudima, ali generalno gledano, one su
istorijski rasle sa rastom nivoa obrazovanja. Obrazovanje kroz instituciju koja je primarno duhovna oslobada
coveka od ekstremnog materijalizma. Kao i u drugim oblastima zivota i u ovom slucaju je primenljiv citat
»Sredinom je najbolje i¢i” (lat. Medio tutissimus ibis)>. Univerzitet Notr Dam (The University of Notre Dame)
je vremenom izrastao u mesto ukrStanja puteva duhovnosti i eksperimentalne nauke primenljive u praksi.
Ukljucivanje fudbala u razvojnu strategiju Notr Dama (ND) umnogome je doprinelo njegovoj akademskoj i
religijskoj prepoznatljivosti.

Odnos izmedu religije (duhovnog) i nauke (svetovnog) je tradicionalno bio delikatan u razli¢itim
istorijskim okolnostima. S druge strane, zaCeci savremenog obrazovanja su se javili upravo u crkvenim Skolama
srednjeg veka. U 18. 1 19. veku se na religiju i nauku jo$ uvek gledalo kao na suprotstavljene sfere. U 20. i
21. veku je doslo do znacajne promene, kada je stvoreno dovoljno prostora da religija i nauka mogu uspesno
da koegzistiraju. Katolicki Univerzitet Notr Dam je vremenom uspeo da kroz vrednosti katolicke religije

' Rad primljen: 10.7.2023; korigovan: 17.7.2023; prihvacen za objavljivanje: 19.7.2023.
2 Rad je pod ovim naslovom izlagan na V medunarodnoj nau¢noj konferenciji ,,Sport, rekreacija, zdravlje, u orga-
nizaciji Visoke sportske i zdravstvene Skole iz Beograda, 19.5.2023. godine.
3 DX dragica.lukovic@vss.edu.rs
4 Svuda u daljem tekstu se pod terminom “fudbal” podrazumeva americki fudbal.
5 Ovidije, rimski pesnik.
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promovise obrazovanje i eksperimentalnu nauku i na taj nacin ih priblizi kako lokalnoj, tako i federalnoj
ekonomiji i politici, odnosno, doprinosi sveukupnom razvoju drustva.

Naucna aktuelnost ispitivanog problema u radu je s jedne strane, uo¢avanje uzro¢no-posledi¢ne veze
fudbala kao najuspesnijeg segmenta univerzitetskog sportskog programa Notr Dama i promocije holistickog
obrazovanja na ovoj instituciji. S druge strane, uocen je ne samo uticaj razvoja ekonomije grada Saut Benda
19. veka na razvoj univerzitetskog obrazovanja na ND, ve¢ i doprinos fudbalskog programa Univerziteta
ekonomskom razvoju grada.

METODE

Koristec¢i komparativnu analizu u radu se apostrofirao znacaj fudbalskog tima “Borbeni Irci” (Fighting Irish)
ne samo za holisticki razvoj Univerziteta ND, ve¢ i za ekonomski razvoj grada Saut Bend. Pomoc¢u metoda studije
slucaja i analize sadrzaja, ukazalo se kako je iz interakcije religije, sporta, ekonomije i politike Univerzitet izrastao
u visoko rangiranu nacionalnu obrazovnu ustanovu.

S druge strane, koliko je tom rastu privatnog Univerziteta, povezanog sa religijom, doprinelo ustanovljavanje
fudbalskog programa. Kroz fudbalski tim “Borbeni Irci”, izmedu ostalog, promovisana je generalno institucija
Univerziteta, njegovi prihodi su rasli, infrastruktura Sirena uglavnom kroz privatne donacije, politicke veze su
jacale, naroCito u vreme mandata predsednika DZona Kenedija (John Kennedy), katolika i poreklom Irca, a grad
Saut Bend je takode imao ekonomske koristi.

Istrazivacka pitanja
Do najvaznijih rezultata u radu se doslo prate¢i paralelno tri istrazivacka pitanja:
1. Kakav je bio uticaj ekonomije grada Saut Benda na razvoj Univerziteta Notr Dam i obrnuto?
2. Sta je omogucéilo Katolickoj crkvi da razvije dugoro¢no efikasan sistem visokog obrazovanja u Saut

Bendu u Indijani?
3. Koliki je bio doprinos fudbala razvoju Univerziteta Notr Dam?

REZULTATI

1. Uticaj ekonomije grada Saut Benda na razvoj Univerziteta Notr Dam i vice versa

Koreni ekonomske istorije grada Saut Benda (South Bend) sezu daleko u proslost. Vise od 2000 godina
pre nego Sto su Evropljani dosli na taj prostor, bio je naseljen domorocima (Potawatomi i Sauk), koji su koristili
nekoliko regionalnih plovnih puteva preko kojih su trgovali sa plemenima od sliva reke Misisipi (Mississippi) pa
sve do Meksickog zaliva. Kako su beli ljudi pristizali, “mnogi domoroci su prihvatili nove trgovinske partnere, ali
se nepoverenje razvilo kada su dosljaci poceli da zemlju proglasavaju privatnom svojinom” (Palmer, 2003, str. 19).
Grad Saut Bend se u 19. veku ubrzano ekonomski razvijao zahvaljujuci, izmedu ostalog, obilju sirovina i novim
tehnologijama koje su porodice prvih industrijalaca, uglavnom doseljenika iz Evrope, primenile u Americi.

Na primer, grupa investitora iz Njujorka je 1835. dobila dozvolu za branu na reci, $to je omogucilo izgradnju
mlina i pilane industrijskih razmera. Zatim, preduzimljiva nemacka baptisti¢ka porodica Stjudebejker (Studebaker
Family) je u Saut Bendu 1852. godine osnovala fabriku pionirskih kocija, koje prikazuje Slika 1°.

Na osnovu njihovog kvaliteta, dobijaju prve vojne ugovore po izbijanju civilnog rata 1861. godine, a kasnije
kre¢u u proizvodnju Studebaker automobila i vojnih kamiona. Odmah nakon velikog ¢ikaskog pozara 1871. godine
kompanija Oliver otkupljuje sve Celicne stubove u izgorelom delu grada za proizvodnju plugova i stalaka Singer
Siva¢ih masina (Palmer, 2003). Godine 1870. u Saut Bendu zivi 7,209 stanovnika, postoji 237 biznisa i industrija
kao i pet pruga i tri banke (Isto). Kompanija Studebejker se transformisala 1902. godine kada je pocela da proizvodi
automobile ¢ime je postala jedini proizvodac kocija koji je uspeo da prede u novu automobilsku industriju. Uspeh

¢ U pocetku su ih koristili pioniri koji su krenuli na zapad u osvajanje indijanskih teritorija.
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1 prosperitet Studebejkera doveli su do sponzorisanja nekoliko gradevinskih programa u Saut Bendu i okolnim
oblastima izmedu ostalog za komercijalne, stambene i verske svrhe (“Studebaker Family”, 2023).

Slika 1. Stjudebejker: Kola koja su izgradila Saut Bend

e Xo i A ikl
Amencan Wagons in British Army Service.

Izvor: Dunlop Richter, 2022.

S druge strane, fudbalski tim ND je podsticao ekonomiju grada Saut Benda. Stotine hiljada navijaca je
svake fudbalske sezone stizalo u grad. Specijalni vozovi su dolazili iz Cikaga sa stotinama navijata za Notr Dam
fudbalske utakmice. Godine 1921. u Saut Bendu je postojao 21 hotel, dok se do 1931. godine njihov broj povecao
na 31. “Svaki restoran, prodavnica cigara, prodavnica odece, berbernica, kozmetic¢ka radnja, prodavnica kikirikija,
banka i drugi biznisi u Saut Bendu napredovali su zahvaljuju¢i uspesnim Roknijevim timovima” (Palmer, 2003,
str. 122). Svaka utakmica na domacem terenu pocevsi od poslednja dva meca 1964. bila je rasprodata osim jedne —
meca za Dan zahvalnosti 1973. godine sa Ratnim vazduhoplovstvom. Notr Dam je odigrao 449 utakmica na svom
stadionu (“Notre Dame Stadium”, 2023).

Grafikon 1. Saut Bend populacija po godinama
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Izvor: “South Bend, Indiana Population History 1910-20217, 2023.

Grad Saut Bend je 1939. godine dobio vise federalnih ugovora (vrednosti $12.984,846) od bilo kog drugog
grada u Indijani (Palmer, 2003). Stjudebejker i Bendiks Aviej$sn kompanija (Bendix Aviation Co.) su presli na
proizvodnju delova za avione. Oliver je nastavio prozvodnju traktora i plugova, jer je poljoprivreda bila od
nacionalnog znacaja za pobedu. Treba pomenuti da je tokom Drugog svetskog rata ND ponudio svoje objekte na
raspolaganje oruzanim snagama SAD-a. Uprkos svemu, grad se ubrzano ekonomski razvijao, sto je dovodilo do
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rasta broja populacije koji dostize svoj vrhunac 1960. godine sa 132,445 stanovnika (Grafikon 1). Medutim, dolazi
do opadanja proizvodnje americke autoindustrije. U decembru 1963. Stjudebejker je zatvorio svoju fabriku u Saut
Bendu, okoncavsi proizvodnju svojih automobila i kamiona u Americi (History.com Editors, 2021). Gasenje ove
kompanije Sezdesetih godina 20. veka je ostavilo 7% radnika grada na ulici.

Godine 1849. bilo je svega 56 studenata na Notr Damu, dok ih 1865. ima 505. Zatim, broj studenata 1920.
dostize broj od 2,075. U 1930. godini, dve godine posle osnivanja fudbalskog tima “Borbeni Irci”, broj studenata je
porastao na 3,176. Pozitivan trend su prekinuli Velika depresija i Drugi svetski rat. Od pedestih godina 20. veka broj
studenata ponovo raste (Tabela 1):

Tabela 1. Porast broja studenata na Notr Dam univerzitetu 1950-2021.

Godina Broj studenata
1950 5,052
1960 6,467
1970 8,156
1980 8,925
1990 10,132
2000 10,899
2011 12,004
2021 13,139

Prilagodeno prema: Hickey, 2014.

Sve do danas fudbalski dogadaji Notr Dama donose lokalnoj ekonomiji visoke prihode, jer su na vise nacina
generatori potrosnje posetilaca. Na primer, 2015. godine prosecan broj letova sa regionalnog aerodroma u Saut
Bendu je tokom meseca u kojima su igrane fudbalske utakmice, povecan za 41.8%. Takode, u istom periodu je broj
hotelskih no¢enja povecan za 26.0% (Appleseed, 2017).

S druge strane, ekonomija Saut Benda je oduvek imala uticaj na razvoj ND. Jedan od primera je da su
“septembra 2015. ND i grad najavili da se pridruzuju partnerstvu pod nazivom MetroLab Network, nacionalnom
konzorcijumu od 34 univerzitetsko-gradska partnerstva ¢iji je cilj koriséenje tehnologije i analize podataka za
razvoj inovativnih reSenja za poboljSanje infrastrukture, gradskih usluga i drugih prioriteta javnog sektora. ND i
grad Sauth Bend su ustanovili Cetiri projekta za prvu godinu partnerstva” (Appleseed, 2017, str. 34).

2. Sta je omoguéilo Katoli¢koj crkvi da razvije dugoro¢no efikasan sistem visokog obrazovanja u Saut
Bendu?

Jedna od potvrda uspesne koegzistencije religije i nauke, kao dve znacajne sfere ljudskog bitisanja, dosla je
kroz Univerzitet Notr Dam (University of Notre Dame du Lac). On je izrastao na oko 2 milje od grada Saut Bend
(South Bend, Indiana). Godine 1842. u grad stize nekoliko misionara Kongregacije Svetog Krsta (lat. Congregatio a
Sancta Cruce - CSC) na ¢elu sa ocem Sorinom (Edward F. Sorin) sa ciljem ustanovljavanja skole’. “Ovaj Univerzitet
¢e biti jedno od najmoc¢nijih sredstava za Cinjenje dobra u ovoj zemlji” — govorio je njegov osnivac, otac Sorin
(Congregation of Holy Cross, 2023). U prvih nekoliko godina, budu¢nost Univerziteta nije bila sigurna. Novca je bilo
malo ,.tifusna groznica je odnela mnogo studenata i svestenika, a nekoliko pozara je bezmalo unistilo Univerzitet”
(Palmer, 2003, str. 61; “Hot Havoc”, 1879). ProSirenje Univerziteta su kocili Civilni rat i Ekonomska kriza. Otac

7 Tek 1857. godine je Rim prihvatio prve ustave kongregacije Svetog Krsta. Bilo je to za vreme pontifikata pape Pija
IX (Pope Pius IX) poslednjeg vladara takozvanih Papskih drzava koje su se raspale posle Napoleonovog pada i postale
deo ujedinjene Italije. Posle 1870. godine, politicka mo¢ Svete stolice (lat. Sancta Sedes) je drasti¢no opala i ona kao
vladajuce telo Katolicke crkve funkcionise bez sopstvene teritorije. Od tada, takozvano Rimsko pitanje (Roman Question:
1870-1929) ostaje nereseno. Vatikan nije priznavao Italiju kao drzavu Sest decenija. Pius IX se proglasio ,,zatvorenikom”
u vatikanskoj apostolskoj Palati, de facto — vladarem bez drzave. Takode, on je proglasio dogmu o nepogresivosti pape
(Lukovi¢ Jablanovi¢, 2022).
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Sorin, prvi predsednik Univerziteta ND u periodu 1842 -1865. godine, “Cesto je davao besplatnu skolarinu studentima
koji bi pomagali u zidanju zgrada” (Palmer, 2003, str. 72).

Predsednici ND su tradicionalno ¢lanovi Kongregacije Svetog Krsta. Njihov opis posla ukljucuje privlacenje
novih studenata, zatim donacija od strane istaknutih poslovnih lidera kao i podrSku vrhunskih nacionalnih
politi¢ara®. Kako predsednici Univerziteta nisu bili odgovorni samo za finansije, za promociju ustanove i za
akademsko vodstvo, oni su takode neumorno ujedinjavali katolicku dogmu sa napretkom moderne nauke. Jednom
re¢ju, oni su ukljucivali Notr Dam u mnoge vazne dogadaje verske, obrazovne, ekonomske, politicke ili kulturne
prirode. Nemacko-americki socijalni psiholog i psihoanaliti¢ar Erih From (Erich Fromm) sugerise da bi trebalo da
procenjujemo plodove svakog verskog ucenja po njegovom ishodu: ,,Ako religiozno u¢enje doprinosi rastu, snazi,
slobodi i sre¢i vernika, vidimo plodove ljubavi. Ako ono doprinosi suzavanju ljudskih moguénosti, nezadovoljstvu i
nedostatku produktivnosti, oni ne bi mogli biti plodovi ljubavi, bez obzira na to Sta dogma namerava da im prenese”
(From, 2015, str. 58).

Sjedinjene Americke Drzave se Cesto opisuju kao sud pretapanja (melting pot) brojnih nacionalnosti,
njihovih kultura i religija. Mada konfesije evangelizam i protestantizam dominiraju religijskom scenom u SAD,
liberalna struja katolicizma je tu tradicionalno imala svoje ¢vrsto uporiste’. Zahvaljujuéi njoj, Univerzitet Notr Dam
je profilisao svoj specifi¢an ideoloski i akademski program, unutar koga se od 1887. nasao i fudbalski program.
Nekoliko decenija kasnije, Univerzitet je trajno uvrstio eksperimentalna istrazivanja u svoje naucne programe.

U periodu 1919 — 1922. predsednik Univerziteta je otac Barns (James Aloysius Burns). Kao profesor hemije,
sa istancanim osecajem za istrazivacku nauku, ovaj katolicki lider je bio klju¢an za transformaciju Notr Dama u
nacionalni istrazivacki univerzitet i osnivanje Katolicke obrazovne asocijacije (Catholic Education Association).
Neki od predsednika Notr Dama su javno ispoljili svoje politicke stavove kao i hriS¢anske vrednosti u teSkim
vremenima. Na primer, otac Vol§ (Matthew J. Walsh) predsednik Univerziteta 1922 — 1928. godine. On je bio
uhapsen 1924. godine, zajedno sa svojih osam studenata i gradonacelnikom, tokom “Ustanka Notr Dama” (Notre
Dame Riof). Studenti Univerziteta su tog dana izasli na ulice i rasterali paradu pripadnika Kju Kluks Klana (Ku
Klux Clan)".

Katolicki svestenik 1 akademik Teodor M. Hezburg (Theodore M. Hesburgh) je predsedavao Univerzitetom
trideset pet godina (1952—-1987). U to vreme je ND (tada ve¢ dugo poznat po fudbalskom programu) izbio u vrh
respektivnih americkih katolickih univerziteta i ostvario ubrzan razvoj. Hezburg je bio drustveno-politi¢ki veoma
angazovan i zauzimao je pozicije u razli¢itim vladinim komisijama, izmedu ostalog i u Nacionalnom odboru za
nauku, Komisiji za reformu imigracije. Zatim, bio je stalni predstavnik Svete stolice u Medunarodnoj agenciji za
atomsku energiju u Becu, kao i ¢lan Papskog saveta za kulturu 1983. godine. Papa Pavle VI imenovao je Hezburga
za Sefa predstavnika Vatikana koji su prisustvovali dvadesetoj godisnjici Deklaracije Ujedinjenih nacija o ljudskim
pravima u Teheranu (Iran), i za ¢lana delegacije Svete stolice u UN 1974. godine (The Catholic Sun, 2013). Prestizno
priznanje Univerziteta ND - Lejtari medalja (Laetare Medal) je 1961. dodeljena predsedniku Kenediju (Slika 2), a
nagradu mu je uruéio predsednik Univerziteta, otac Teodor Hezburg!'. Mada se jo§ uvek predsednici Univerziteta
biraju iz Kongregacije Svetog Krsta (CHC), od 1967. godine upravljanje Notr Damom je ukljucilo laike u Upravni
odbor (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2023).

Nema sumnje da je Katolicka crkva razvila dugoro¢no efikasan sistem visokog obrazovanja na Notr Dam
Univerzitetu (koji je vise od ostalih americkih univerziteta privlacio studente katolike). Taj razvoj je posebno
omogucen u periodu industrijalizacije, zbog povecane potrebe za visokoobrazovanim kadrovima sposobnim da
primene svoja znanja i vestine u praksi, kao i da povecaju efikasnost proizvodnje kroz inovacije. Kona¢no, ubrzani
razvoj moderne nauke se na Notr Damu dobro uklapao u ideologiju liberalne struje severnoamerickog katoli¢anstva.

8 Pozivanje aktuelnog predsednika SAD-a da govori na ceremoniji dodele diploma je obi¢aj na Univerzitetu ND.

°  lako je protestantizam kao religijski pravac ponikao u Evropi, danas svoje glavno uporiste nalazi u SAD-u, rasiren pod
razli¢itim denominacijama (luteranti, baptisti, anglikanci i drugi).

10 Kju Kluks Klan je 1924. ostvario kontrolu nad Republikanskom partijom Indijane. Pripadnici Klana su imali
antikatolicki, antiafriCkoamericki, antiimigrantski, antijevrejski sentiment.

1" Svake godine Univerzitet Notr Dam dodeljuje Lejtari medalju najistaknutijem ameri¢kom katolickom laiku. Od
1883. je opsteprihvaceno da se u toj kategoriji ova nagrada smatra “tradicionalnom i ops$teprihvacenom, najéasnijom i
najistaknutijom u SAD”.
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Slika 2. Predsednik Kenedi prima Lejtari medalju 1961. godine

—

Izvor: Abramson, 2015.

Kao vazna karika u promociji Notr Dama, koja ga je na velika vrata uvela na nacionalnu scenu kao obrazovnog
i sportskog giganta, bio je — fudbal. Vazno je uociti, da su se najvise kroz fudbal koledza Amerikanci katolickog
porekla u oblasti obrazovanja izjednacili sa vec¢inskim protestantskim stanovnistvom. U tom procesu za mnoge,
posebno za Amerikance irskog porekla fudbal je postao “vise od igre”'?. Diskriminacija sa kojom su se suoc¢avali
Irski imigranti u Americi sredinom 19. veka, ilustruje poruka kojom se zavrsavao veliki broj oglasa za posao u to
vreme: “Irci ne treba da konkurisu” - No Irish need apply (Bulik, 2015).

S druge strane ovakve okolnosti, odnosno, potrebe vremena, iznedrile su entuzijasticnu i vizionarsku
angazovanost predsednika Univerziteta. Deo njihove angazovanosti je bilo uvodenje sportskog programa u strategiju
razvoja Univerziteta tako da se moze zakljuciti da su se svi prethodno navedeni faktori medusobno dopunjavali i
kao rezultat njihove sinergije stvoren je dugoro¢no uspesan sistem katolickog visokog obrazovanja na nacionalnom
nivou.

3. Koliki je bio doprinos fudbala razvoju Univerziteta Notr Dam?

Nema sumnje da su eksperimentalna nauka i sport pomogli razvoj katolickog Univerziteta ND, koji
je godinama Sirio spektar svog sportskog programa. Medutim, premeditativno je najvise ulozeno u jedan od
najpopularnijih sportova u SAD — fudbal, u kome je Univerzitet i postigao najvise uspeha. Fudbalski tim ND
univerziteta pod nadimkom ,,Borbeni Irci®, koji je formiran 1928. godine, bio je sastavljen od igraca 17 razlicitih
nacionalnosti, mahom Evropljana®. Tim Notr Dama je svoju nacionalnu reputaciju u medufakultetskom fudbalu
izgradio dvadesetih godina, na Celu sa legendarnim trenerom Nutom Roknijem (Knufe Rockne, Slika 3). On je u
periodu 1918-1930. imao 105 pobeda (procenat pobeda od 88.1%), 12 poraza i pet nereSenih utakmica. S druge
strane, popularni Notr Damov fudbalski trener je bio zaposlen na pola radnog vremena kao menadzer promocije
prodaje Studebejker korporacije, sve do tragi¢ne pogibije 1931. godine (Palmer, 2003) .

12U Irskoj je sredinom 19. veka zbog gljivicne zaraze krompira nastupio period Velike gladi (Great Hunger). Ova

socijalno-ekonomska kriza je prouzrokovala da je u periodu 1845-1855. oko milion ljudi umrlo od gladi, a oko 2 miliona
se iselilo, ve¢inom u Englesku i Ameriku. Irci su kao ekonomski emigranti po dolasku u Ameriku bili izloZzeni gotovo istoj
vrsti diskriminacije kao Afroamerikanci. Ve¢ u prvoj deceniji 20. veka je dolazilo do postepenog prestanka segregacije
Iraca, pretezno zbog njihovog ekonomskog jac¢anja. Po¢ev od Bostona na Isto¢noj obali prema Zapadu, Irci su poceli
da zauzimaju znacajne pozicije u ekonomsko-politickom miljeu SAD. Ve¢ 1914. godine gradonacelnik Bostona, Karli
(James Michael Curley) je bio poreklom Irac. Postepeno, Irci po¢inju da Skoluju svoju decu na prestiznim univerzitetima,
preferirajuci najkvalitetniji katolicki Univerzitet Notr Dam.

13 Nadimak ,,Borbeni Irci® je doSao iz vremena americkog gradanskog rata kada su se irski imigranti borili na strani
Unije u sastavu Irske brigade.

4 Godine 1940. Verner Braders (Warner Brothers) pocinje prikazivanje filma “Knute Rockne, All American” (Pat
O’Brien, Ronald Regan). Trodnevna zvani¢na premijera je videna od 150,000 ljudi, a euforija u gradu je trajala jo§ neko-
liko meseci. Potroseno je oko milion dolara ondasnjeg novca.
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Slika 3. Najslavniji fudbalski trener Notr Dama — Nut Rokni

Izvor: Studebaker National Museum, n.d.

Vecinapredsednika Univerziteta ND (po pravilu rimokatoli¢ke denominacije) je pored pribavljanja finansijskih
sredstava, prosirenja kapaciteta i organizovanja novih katedri, takode svesno ulagala u eksperimentalnu nauku,
radeci tako na pomirenju starog, dogmatskog katolicanstva sa novim dostignu¢ima moderne nauke. Predsednici ove
institucije su bili aktivno ukljuceni u sve vaznije dogadaje ne samo obrazovno-religijske, ve¢ i socijalne, kulturne i
politi¢ke prirode. Svaki istorijski izazov sa kojim se Univerzitet suoavao od svog osnivanja, zahtevao je drugacije
odgovore od njegovih predsednika, koji su podizali reputaciju Univerziteta i povecavali broj studenata.

Fudbalski program je osnovao otac Tomas Vol§ (Thomas E. Walsh), koji je predsedavao Univerzitetom u
periodu 1881 — 1893. godine. S druge strane, klima lokalne ekonomije je bila povoljna. Naime, najvise proizvoda
po glavi stanovnika u SAD je 1890. godine imao upravo grad Saut Bend. Tu su bile najvece fabrike na svetu za:
plugove, kocije, Sivac¢e masine, za separaciju deteline, kao i Celiana za plugove. Stigao je i prvi tramvaj (Palmer,
2003). Sasvim drugacije okolnosti su bile u vreme kada je otac Dzon Kavanoh (John W. Cavanaugh) vodio Notr
Dam, u teskim vremenima neposredno pre i tokom Prvog svetskog rata (Cavanaugh, n.d.). On je uspeo da privuce
na Univerzitet renomirane nau¢nike medu kojima je bilo puno ratnih izbeglica. Posebno se fudbal snazno razvijao
u tom periodu, ali ne bez izvesne doze strepnje od strane Kavanoha da ¢e Notr Dam postati primarno poznat kao
fudbalska skola (Slika 4). Pored toga, do 1913. fudbalski program Univerziteta je funkcionisao sa gubicima.

Slika 4. Notr Damov fudbalski tim iz 1909. godine

Izvor: O'Shaughnessy, 2023.

= 35



SPORT - Nauka i Praksa, Vol. 13, Nel, 2023.

Akademska inventivnost Notr Dama reflektovala se i na sport. Prekretnica u istoriji i popularizovanju
univerzitetskog fudbala dogodila se 1913. godine u vreme dok je Rokni bio igra¢ (Bohn, 2013). Mada tim ND nije
izmislio dodavanje loptom unapred (forward pass), ipak je njihov napad karakterisala atraktivnost igre zasnovana
na preciznom i brzom tréanju i dodavanju, kakvo nikada ranije nije bilo videno u velikoj timskoj igri (“Notre Dame
Football 19137, 2013). Popularnost ovog sporta je nastavila da raste. Takode znacajna godina u istoriji fudbala
Univerziteta je 1914. godina kada je kao asistent tadasnjem treneru angazovan Knute Rockne, koji od 1918. godine
postaje glavni trener. Tokom Velike depresije on plasira ideju da se pravi ve¢i Notr Dam stadion, smatrajuci da ¢e
ljudi iz cele Amerike dolaziti da gledaju utakmice, odnosno, da sport u vremenu krize moze da ljudima nadomesti
ono ¢ega nemaju. Bio je to revolucionarni koncept za to vreme. Njegovu ideju izgradnje stadiona je podrzao i 1929.
godine poceo da realizuje tadasnji predsednik Notr Dama otac O'Donel (Charles L. O'Donnell).

U vreme kada su se utakmice igrale sa svega nekoliko stotina navijaca, Rokni se strasno zalagao da se gradi
stadion Notr Dam sa 60,000 sedista (“Notre Dame Stadium”, 2023)". “Uprkos ¢injenici da je u to vreme Univerzitet
imao oko 3,000 studenata, a cela komuna Saut Benda manje od 80,000 stanovnika, on je Zeleo da stadion prosiri na
kapacitet od 100,000. Vizionar ili romantik — ili oboje?” (Stephen & Krause, 1993, str. 3). Notr Dam stadion je danas
veoma impozantna gradevina u svetu sporta (Slika 5).

Slika 5. Notr Dam stadion 2009.

Izvor: ,,Notre Dame Stadium Panorama.jpg”, 2016.

S druge strane, pokusavajuci da osvoji Sire trziSte nizom cenom i izbegne negativne efekte Velike depresije,
Studebejker je predstavio manji pratec¢i automobil pod nazivom Rockne, nazvan po legendarnom fudbalskom treneru
Univerziteta Notr Dam. Ekonomska kriza je bila toliko velika, da se ni jeftini automobili kao §to je bio “the Rockne”
nisu prodavali. Proizvodio se samo dve godine, od 1932. do 1933. (Rothermel, 2023). Interesantna je percepcija
oca O'Hare (John Francis O'Hara), koji je vodio Univerzitet od 1934. do 1939. godine. On je u fudbalskom timu
“Borbeni Irci” (Slika 6) video potencijal da se javnost upozna sa idealima koji dominiraju Notr Damom. Jednom
re¢ju, da fudbalski tim ¢ak i kada igra najteze utakmice, treba da pruzi inspirativan primer duhovnog Zivota (‘“John
Cardinal O’Hara”, 2023).

Zahvaljuju¢i filantropima Univerzitet je u prvoj deceniji 21. veka dobio dva impozantna sportska centra:
Guglielmino Athletics Complex i The LaBar Practice Complex koji obuhvataju projekat vredan 2,5 miliona dolara.
Guglielmino sportski kompleks (“Goog”) povrsine 96.000 SF (kvadratnih fita) je sediste legendarnog fudbalskog
tima “Borbeni Irci” i predstavlja kontinuiranu posvecenost Univerziteta Notr Dam vrhunskom sportu. Kompleks je
dizajniran za oko 800 Notr Damovih studenata-sportista. Procenjeni broj po tipu nelokalnih posetilaca ND domacih
fudbalskih utakmica, 2015-16. fudbalske sezone je ukupno iznosio 314,363. S druge strane, u jesen 2015. je bilo
upisano 12,292 studenta na Notr Dam (Appleseed, 2017).

5 Do sezone 1996. Notre Dame stadion je primao 59,075 navijaca, zatim je proSiren i danas ima 80,795 sedista.
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Slika 6. Kaciga “Borbenih Iraca” i Zlatna kupola Bazilike

Izvor: adaptirao autor

Univerzitet ND je prema ediciji Best Colleges and National Universities za 2022-2023. godinu rangiran na 18.
mestu od 443 nacionalna univerziteta (U.S. News & World Report, 2023)'6. Ovaj primarijat moZe da zahvali, izmedu
ostalog, i svom najuspesnijem sportskom programu — muskom fudbalu. Koliko je kvalitetan fudbalski tim Notr
Dama ilustruju podaci da je 11 puta osvajao Univerzitetsko nacionalno prvenstvo - NCAA football championships,
au sedam prvenstava imao najbolje igrace - Heisman trophy (College Weekends, 2022).

DISKUSIJA

Nema sumnje da je ND mesto gde se susrecu i postuju razliCite tradicije. Njegovi studenti dolaze iz svih 50
americkih drzava, kao i iz preko 100 zemalja sveta. Kroz svoje programe, projekte i uspostavljene odnose, prisutan
je na svim kontinentima. Oko 10% studenata i nau¢nika Univerziteta dolazi izvan SAD-a. Politika prijema studenata
iskljucivo po akademskim kriterijumima vuce korene jo§ od osnivanja Notr Dama, kada je otac Sorin otvarao vrata
te institucije za Protestante i Jevreje. Mada broj nekatolika nikada nije prelazio 20% studenata, njihovo pohadanje
nastave je finansijski doprinosilo $koli i gradilo pozitivne religijske odnose u regionu. Ovakav ekumenski pristup
(netipican za mnoge katolicke institucije) je kasnije omogucio i Nutu Rokniju protestantu, buduéem najtrofejnijem
fudbalskom treneru Notr Dama, da se ba$ na njemu obrazuje (Sperber, 2002). Rasna i etni¢ka raznovrsnost unutar
Univerziteta je njegov dodatni kvalitet (Grafikon 2).

Grafikon 2. Rasni i etnicki sastav studenata Univerziteta Notr Dam 2010-2018.
Between 2010 and 2018, the racial demographics of the University stayed fairly consistent.

B white

W Hispanic/Latino

[ Asian or Pacific Islander
Race Unknown or International Student
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M Two or more races

[l Native American

% in 2010 %in 2018

Izvor: Smith et al., 2020.

16 Prva tri mesta zauzimaju: Princeton University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology i Harvard University.
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Ukupan broj upisanih studenata u jesen 2021. godine je 13,139. Prema The Insider’s Guide to the Colleges,
2010. godine se oko 80% studenata ND izjasnilo kao katolici. U generaciji studenata 2023. godine bilo je 81.5%
katolika (The Observer, 2023).

Notr Dam je jedna od najuglednijih i najzahtevnijih akademskih institucija u SAD-u. Ima osam razliCitih
fakulteta, odeljenja i programa za studente osnovnih i poslediplomskih studija. Prema U.S. News nalazi se na 11.
mestu za najbolju nastavu na redovnim studijama, sa stopom diplomiranja od 96,9% (U.S. News & World Report,
2023). Univerzitet Notr Dam nije samo jedna od vrhunskih opsteobrazovnih institucija, ve¢ je jedan od lidera u
oblasti nacionalnog istrazivanja i finansijske pomo¢i svojim studentima. Aerodinamika leta jedrilicom, prenos
bezi¢nih poruka i formule za sintetiCku gumu su bili pionirski na Univerzitetu. Danas istrazivaci postizu napredak
u astrofizici, hemiji zra¢enja, naukama o zivotnoj sredini, prenosenju tropskih bolesti, mirovnim studijama, raku,
robotici i nanoelektronici. Notr Dam veruje da posvecenost religiji i nauci nije samo kompatibilna, ve¢ je cak
komplementarna i obostrano korisna.

Univerzitet ND je prerastao u priznatu istrazivacku instituciju — nadmasivsi druge u izdacima za
istrazivanje za 160% od 1990. godine i postigavsi vrhunske rezultate svih vremena na Univerzitetu u istrazivackim
nagradama. Izdaci za istrazivanja su se skoro duplirali od 2010. do 2018. godine; narasli su sa $110,360,000 na
$220,000,000. Spoljni istrazivacki fondovi su porasli 52% od $118,845,047 u 2010. na $180,628,753 u 2019.
godini (Smith et al., 2020). Od 2007. godine istrazivacki fondovi dobijeni od Univerziteta su porasli za 194%.
Poslednjih godina, Notr Dam je primio desetine miliona dolara za istrazivanja bolesti koje prenose komarci,
unapredenje rezultata obrazovanja na globalnom nivou i za formiranje mreze laboratorija za buduc¢nost i
transformaciju industrija (Labs for Industry Futures and Transformation - LIFT Network) u Saut Bend-Elkart
regionu (The Observer, 2023). Udruzenje americ¢kih univerziteta (Association of American Universities - AAU)
objavilo je u maju 2023. godine da je Notr Dam jedan od Sest novoizabranih univerziteta koji treba da se
pridruze ovom udruzenju. Radi se o veoma prestiznoj organizaciji vode¢ih istrazivackih univerziteta koja je
osnovana 1900. godine. Clanstvo u AAU (ukupno 71 institucija) je samo po pozivu i zasnovano je na obimnom
skupu kvantitativnih indikatora na osnovu kojih se procenjuju Sirina i kvalitet istrazivanja i obrazovanja
na univerzitetima (Association of American Universities, 2023). “Nasa misija u Notr Damu je da budemo
najeminentniji istrazivacki univerzitet, da obezbedimo vrhunsko obrazovanje i da sve §to radimo bude u skladu
sa naSom katolickom misijom” — rekao je aktuelni predsednik Univerziteta Notr Dam otac John 1. Jenkins,
C.S.C. (Nietzel, 2023).

U radu se koristila komparativna analiza razvoja grada Saut Benda i Univerziteta Notr Dam - koji
je metodoloski obraden kao studija slucaja. Ekonomski razvoj grada Saut Benda je zapoCeo prisvajanjem
domorodacke teritorije i koriS¢enjem hidroenergije i obilja drugih prirodnih resursa. Potom je ubrzan primenom
elektri¢ne energije, tehnoloskim inovacijama, naro€ito u transportu, sklopljenim ugovorima sa vladom SAD-a
za vreme gradanskog rata i oba svetska rata; zatim, koriS¢enjem sekundarnih sirovina nakon velikog ¢ikaskog
pozara i koris¢enjem jeftine radne snage bazirane na stimulaciji imigracije u Saut Bendu. S druge strane, takav
priliv stanovnistva i ekonomija grada su bili preduslovi za znacajniji razvoj visokog obrazovanja, koje je ve¢ ranije
organizovala Rimokatolicka crkva u okviru Univerziteta Notr Dam. Dalji stimulus njegovom razvoju dosao je
iznutra - od liberalne forme katolicanstva koja je pomirila hris¢ansku dogmu sa eksperimentalnom naukom i u tom
smislu su bili pioniri. Poseban kvalitet ovoj instituciji su doneli evropski predavaci-imigranti angazovani u vreme
svetskih ratova.

Analiza sadrzaja dostupne literature je potvrdila da se progresivna, liberalna frakcija Rimokatolicke
crkve uspesno ukljucila u ekonomski (pomagana od strane elitnog biznisa toga doba, a posebno preteca
automobilske i metalske industrije), politicki (naroCito preko irsko-katolicke porodice Kenedi) i naucno-
obrazovni zivot (sude¢i po rangiranju i nacionalnom prestizu Univerziteta Notr Dam). Uvodenje fudbalskog
programa 1887. godine, znacajno je doprinelo promovisanju kako obrazovne, tako i ideoloske osnove
Univerziteta ND kao institucije visokog obrazovanja. Fudbalski program je od pocetka profilisan srazmerno
njegovoj popularnosti u americkoj javnosti. Uspeh Univerziteta Notr Dam je dosao uglavnom zahvaljujuci
njegovoj posvecenosti izvrsnosti na sportskom terenu, kao i van njega. U skladu sa tim, fudbalski tim je imao
nekoliko legendarnih trenera, zatim dosta dobrih igraca, a njegova posebna snaga je strastvena i lojalna baza
navijaca.
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Grafikon 3. Profit / gubitak Notr Damovih muskih sportova u US$, 2023.
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Izvor: College Data Analytics Team, 2023.

Popularnost fudbala u SAD-u sve do danas visestruko nadmasuje popularnost drugih sportova. Fudbalski
program je doneo profit, odnosno, 46.557.448 dolara za Skolu (Grafikon 3). Medutim, jo§ uvek su za reputaciju
Univerziteta vazni i fudbalski program, kao i akademsko-istrazivacki status ustanove. O tome svedoce novija
kapitalna ulaganja u sportski program, kao i u razvoj novih akademskih programa i istrazivanja. U periodu jesen
2005 — jesen 2015. broj ukupno upisanih na ND je rastao po stopi od 7.7%. U 2016. fiskalnoj godini troskovi za
istrazivanje su bili 202.2 miliona americkih dolara — rast od skoro 157% za 10 godina (Appleseed, 2017).

U savremenoj fazi razvoja Univerziteta, kada je ND priznata naucno-istrazivacka institucija i u isto vreme
ima kvalitetan fudbalski program, njihov paralelan razvoj je u funkciji dalje promocije Univerziteta. Potvrda ove
tvrdnje je da se najveci deo prihoda od fudbala preliva u istrazivanje i razvoj, kao i u $kolarine za studente. Pored
toga, za velike projekte i razvoj novih programa, Univerzitet se oslanja na donacije”. Tlustracija finansijske moc¢i,
ali 1 discipline ovog katolickog Univerziteta je podatak da nadlezni ne po€inju nijednu kapitalnu investiciju, nijedan
veliki projekat, bez obezbedenih 100% sredstava. Televizijska prava utakmica “Borbenih Iraca” su znacajan deo te
finansijske sigurnosti (“2023 Blue-Gold Game: Full Broadcast”, 2023). “Notr Dam je 1991. potpisao visegodisnji
ugovor sa NBC-jem o nacionalnom emitovanju svih domacih utakmica, §to je bio jedini takav ugovor u to vreme. Taj
ugovor, koji sada traje do 2025. godine, doneo je milione dolara prihoda instituciji i osigurava finansijsku stabilnost
njenog sportskog programa u godinama koje dolaze” (Belzer, n.d.).

Univerzitet je vremenom postao toliko prestizan da nije vise morao da tro$i mnogo sredstava na privlacenje
studenata kao u pocetku. Samim tim je sav prihod od fudbala (prava na TV prenose, reklame, ulaznice, prodajni
predmeti sa logom fudbalskog tima i drugo) mogao biti usmeren na akademske aktivnosti i istrazivanja, ukljucujuci
1 dodele stipendija. Krajem 19. i pocetkom 20. veka, situacija je bila obrnuta, fudbalski program je ¢ak donosio
gubitke, ali se u njega ulagalo u cilju privlacenja novih studenta.

17" Fondacija Nanovi¢ je finansirala izgradnju zgrade u kojoj je sediste novoosnovanog Instituta za evropske studije
(Nanovic Institute for European Studies), ¢ija je misija da istrazuje ideje kulture, tradicije, religije, moralne izazove i
institucije koje su formirale Evropu. To je ceo program filantropske vizije gospodina Nanovi¢a o povezivanju Evrope i
Amerike. Notr Dam je odabran zbog svoje akademske reputacije i statusa privatne obrazovne ustanove otvorenog, liber-
alnog tipa (Nanovic Institute for European Studies, 2023).
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U svakom slucaju, rukovodstvo Univerziteta je bilo ispred svog vremena u shvatanju da mora da ulozi svesne
1 sistematske napore kako bi obezbedilo da Skola bude stalno u fokusu paznje nacije. Tako je ND izgradio jedan od
najpoznatijih brendova na svetu, oslanjajuci se na tri stuba koji su uglavnom ostali netaknuti skoro ceo vek:
1) Trzista nemaju granice. Notr Dam tim je decenijama organizovao utakmice Sirom zemlje i postajao ,,tim
Amerike®.
2) Diferencijacija kroz nezavisnost. “Sto je brend jasnije definisan i jedinstven, to su vece strasti koje se
vezuju za njega” — kaze aktuelni Notr Damov sportski direktor Dzek Svorbrik (Jack Swarbrick).
3) Ostanite verni svojoj kulturi po svaku cenu. “Borbeni Irci” jesu popularan brend; stoga im popularnost
neminovno donosi pritisak i kritike medija 1 masa kojima Univerzitet uspesno odoleva.
U neprekidnom prilagodavanju sporta zahtevima publike, Notr Dam je uvek ostao svoj, i pored ostalog -
veran svojoj katolickoj tradiciji.

ZAKLJUCAK

Zbog snazne medusobne povezanosti masovnih medija, politike, ekonomije i sporta, fudbal je postao jedna
od najpopularnijih zabava u Sjedinjenim Americkim Drzavama. Kao nezaobilazni deo industrije zabave i popularne
kulture, sport podleze svim zakonitostima globalne privrede ukljuc¢ujuéi zakone masovne produkcije i masovne
potrosnje. Uprkos cinjenici da je fudbal Univerziteta Notr Dam de sportske matrice, neophodno je napraviti
distinkciju i ukazati na izuzetnost nacina raspodele profita ove obrazovne ustanove koja ne zanemaruje duhovne
vrednosti.

Fudbalski tim Univerziteta Notr Dam, vredan $101 milion, najvredniji je tim u fakultetskom fudbalu. Za
razliku od programa drugih univerziteta, sportsko odeljenje Notr Dama se ne vodi kao poseban entitet, ve¢ radi pod
okriljem Univerziteta. Kao rezultat toga, veé¢i deo se profita zadrzava za akademsku upotrebu. Upravo to je najveca
vrednost sportskog programa, a istovremeno i ono po ¢emu se on izdvaja od drugih. Stoga je pomo¢na hipoteza
(kojom je dopunjena primarna) bila da glavni cilj osnivanja Univerziteta Notr Dam Borbeni Irci (The University of
Notre Dame Fighting Irish) nije bio profit per se, ve¢ da popularizuje i kvalitativno unapredi akademsko obrazovanje
i sport. Hipoteza je verifikovana na osnovu analize raspodele ukupnog prihoda fudbalskog tima “Borbenih Iraca”
za sezonu 2006-2007. godine, kada je $21.1 milion pripalo akademskim programima Univerziteta zasnovanih na
katoli¢koj tradiciji . Poredenja radi, sledecih pet najprofitabilnijih timova, koji pripadaju institucijama sekularne
orijentacije, je zajedno dalo svojim univerzitetima istu koli¢inu novca (Schwartz, 2007). Pedagoska dimenzija
religije i sporta je nit koja se provlaci kroz obrazovnu strategiju Univerziteta Notr Dam. Produkt njihovog uzajamnog
podsticanja je — opste dobro. Papa Franja, aktuelni pontifeks Rimokatolicke crkve, veoma postuje sport (u svojoj
domovini Argentini je kao mlad igrao evropski fudbal). U intervjuu za "La Gazzetta dello Sport", 2021. godine
je izmedu ostalog naglasio da je “Zrtva izraz koji povezuje sport i religiju”. Pontifeks podvlaci: “Da, nije dovoljno
sanjati uspeh; treba se probuditi i naporno raditi. Zbog toga je sport prepun ljudi koji se napornim radom uspesno
nose sa onima koji su rodeni s prirodnim talentom” (Informativna Katolicka Agencija, 2021).

Sumirani podaci ovog multidisciplinarnog rada, pokazuju da je implementacija fudbala kao najpopularnijeg
sportskog programa znacajno doprinela promovisanju Univerziteta i njegovom sveopstem razvoju. Jednom recju,
Notr Dam je primer da masovnost jo$ uvek moze da nosi kvalitet sa sobom. S druge strane, uspesno je spojio
nauku, ekonomiju, politiku, religiju i sport. Kao klju¢no sto je omogucilo priblizavanje duhovne i svetovne sfere na
Univerzitetu Notr Dam bile su prakti¢ne potrebe grada Saut Benda u jeku industrijske revolucije u Americi i proces
liberalizacije katolicke religije izrazen u ovom slucaju kroz holisticko obrazovanje. Za grad Saut Bend, utakmice
Notr Dama i dalje ostaju najatraktivniji dogadaj (“Full Game: Notre Dame's Double Overtime Thriller vs Clemson”,
2020). U isto vreme, potvrda su da je fudbalski tim ,,Borbeni Irci” deo socijalne i kulturne nacionalne istorije.
Konacno, ustanovljavanje specifi¢no profilisanih sportskih programa i univerzitetskih timova moze biti preporuka
za ostale ustanove visokoskolskog obrazovanja.
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Abstract: This paper investigates the value of the Notre Dame University football* program for its educational
marketing and finances. A strong interdependence between economy, politics, mass media, and sport caused
an exceptional popularity of football in the USA. The University of Notre Dame, Indiana was one of the first
to adjust to this trend by revitalising its football program which was established as a part of its developmental
strategy as early as in 1887. A hypothesis that the popularity of football was successfully used not just for the
promotion of education, but also for the further development of the University of Notre Dame has been anal-
ysed through the case study methodology. This analysis concludes that the University of Notre Dame boosted
its prestige by using its football program as a promotional tool to become one of the highest-ranking research
institutions on the national level. On the other hand, this case study confirms that there is no conflict between
religious dogma and evidence-based science if they walk together toward the progress, i.e. if their common
goal is to set people free.

Keywords: education, sport, Catholic Church, University of Notre Dame, football

INTRODUCTION

Intellectual and spiritual freedoms have always varied among people, but in general, they have histori-
cally increased with higher levels of education. Education through an institution that is primarily spiritual frees
a person from extreme materialism. As in other areas of life, the quote “You will go most safely by the middle
course” (lat. Medio tutissimus ibis) is applicable in this case’. Over time, the University of Notre Dame has
grown into a crossroad of spirituality and practical experimental science. The inclusion of football in the de-
velopment strategy of the University of Notre Dame (ND) has greatly contributed to its academic and religious
recognition.

The relationship between religion (spiritual) and science (secular) has traditionally been delicate in various
historical circumstances. On the other hand, the beginnings of modern education appeared precisely in church
schools of the Middle Ages. In the 18th and 19th centuries, religion and science were still seen as opposing
spheres. In the 20th and 21st centuries, a significant change took place, when enough space was created for reli-
gion and science to coexist successfully. Over time, the Catholic University of Notre Dame has managed to pro-

' The paper was received on July 10, 2023, edited on July 17, 2023, accepted for publication on July 19, 2023.
2 The paper was presented under the same title at the 5th International Scientific Conference “Sport, Recreation, Health”,
organized by the College of Sports and Health from Belgrade on May 19, 2023.
3 DX dragica.lukovic@vss.edu.rs
*  Throughout the following text, the term "football" refers to American football.
5 Roman poet Ovid.
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mote education and experimental science through the values of the Catholic religion and thus bring them closer
to both local and federal economy and politics, which has contributed to the overall development of the society.

The current scientific interest of the investigated topic of the paper is, on the one hand, the observation
of the cause-and-effect relationship between football as the most successful segment of the university sports
program of Notre Dame and the promotion of holistic education at this institution. On the other hand, the paper
looks into the impact of the development of the economy of the city of South Bend in the 19th century on the
development of university education at ND, as well as the contribution of the University's football program to
the economic development of the city.

METHOD

Using a comparative analysis, the paper addresses the importance of the football team “Fighting Irish” not
only for the holistic development of the University of ND, but also for the economic development of the city of South
Bend. Using the method of case study and content analysis, it was shown how, due to the interaction of religion,
sports, economics, and politics, the University grew into a highly ranked national educational institution.

On the other hand, the paper analyses how much the establishment of the football program contributed to
the growth of this private, Catholic University. Through its football team “Fighting Irish”, among other things, this
institution was promoted, its income grew, the infrastructure was expanded mainly through private donations, its
political ties were strengthened especially during the term of President John Kennedy, a Catholic and of Irish de-
scent, and the city of South Bend benefited economically.

Research questions

The most important results in the study were achieved by simultaneously following these three research
questions:
1. What was the impact of the economy of the city of South Bend on the development of the University of
Notre Dame and vice versa?
2. What enabled the Catholic Church to develop an efficient system of higher education in South Bend,
Indiana, on the long run?
3. What was the contribution of football to the development of the University of Notre Dame?

RESULTS

1. The impact of the economy of the city of South Bend on the development of the University of Notre
Dame and vice versa

The roots of the economic history of the city of South Bend go back a long way. More than 2000 years before
Europeans came to that area, it was inhabited by natives (Potawatomi and Sauk). They used several regional water-
ways through which they traded with tribes from the Mississippi River Basin to the Gulf of Mexico. As the white
people arrived, “many native Americans welcomed the new trading partners, but distrust and anger developed when
the new arrivals soon began to claim the land as their own” (Palmer, 2003, p. 19). In the 19th century, the economy of
South Bend developed rapidly thanks to, among other things, the abundance of raw materials and new technologies
that the families of the first industrialists, mostly immigrants from Europe, applied in America.

For example, in 1835, a group of investors from New York obtained permission to dam the river, which made
it possible to build an industrial-scale grain mill and sawmill. Then, the enterprising German Baptist Studebaker
Family founded a factory of pioneer wagons in South Bend in 1852, as shown Figure 1°.

Thanks to the exceptional craftsmanship, they received the first military contracts after the outbreak of the
Civil War in 1861, and later began the production of Studebaker cars and military trucks. Immediately after the great
Chicago fire of 1871, the Oliver Company of South Bend bought up all the steel poles in the burned part of the city,

¢ Pioneer wagons were initially used by the pioneers traveling westward seeking to settle on the native Indian land.

30 9



Dragica Lukovi¢ Jablanovié: ROLE OF SPORT
IN PROMOTION OF EDUCATION AT CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME IN SOUTH BEND, USA

to manufacture ploughs and stands for Singer sewing machines (Palmer, 2003). In 1870, South Bend had a popula-
tion of 7,209, as well as 237 businesses and industries and 5 railroads and 3 banks (Idem). The Studebaker company
transformed itself in 1902 when it began producing automobiles. It was the only carriage manufacturer that man-
aged to transition into the new automobile industry. Studebaker's success and prosperity led to the sponsorship of
several building programs in South Bend and surrounding areas for commercial, residential, and religious purposes
among others (“Studebaker Family”, 2023).

Figure 1. Studebaker: The Car that Made South Bend

¥ re

Amencan Wagons in British Army Service.

Source: Dunlop Richter, 2022.

On the other hand, the ND football team boosted the economy of the city of South Bend. Hundreds of thou-
sands of fans flocked to the city every football season. Special trains arrived from Chicago with hundreds of fans
for Notre Dame football games. In 1921, there were 21 hotels in South Bend, while by 1931 the number went up to
31. “Every restaurant, cigar store, clothing store, barber shop, beauty shop, peanut store, bank, and other business in
South Bend has prospered thanks to Rockne's successful teams” (Palmer, 2003, p. 122). Every home game begin-
ning with the last two games in 1964 was a sell-out except for one - the 1973 Thanksgiving game against Air Force
One. Notre Dame has played 449 games at Notre Dame Stadium (“Notre Dame Stadium”, 2023).

Graph 1. South Bend Population by Year
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Source: “South Bend, Indiana Population History 1910-20217, 2023

In 1939, the city of South Bend received more federal contracts ($12,984,846 in value) than any other city in
Indiana (Palmer, 2003). Studebaker and Bendix Aviation Co. have switched to the production of aircraft parts. Oliver
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continued the production of tractors and ploughs because agriculture was of national importance to victory. It should
be mentioned that during World War 11, ND offered its facilities to the US armed forces. Despite everything, the city’s
economy developed rapidly, which led to the growth of the population, which reached its peak in 1960 with 132,445
inhabitants (Graph 1). At that time however, there was a decline in the production of the entire American auto indus-
try. In December 1963, Studebaker closed its South Bend plant, ending production of its cars and trucks in America
(History.com Editors, 2021). The shutdown of this company in the 1960s left 7% of the city’s workforce on the street.

In 1849, there were only 56 students at Notre Dame, while in 1865 there were 505. Then, in 1920, the number
of students soared to 2,075. In 1930, two years after the founding of the Fighting Irish football team, the number of
students increased to 3,176. The positive trend was interrupted by the Great Depression and the Second World War.
Since the 1950s, the number of students has been growing again (Table 1):

Table 1. Increase in the number of students at the University of Notre Dame 1950-2021

Year Number of students
1950 5,052

1960 6,467

1970 8,156

1980 8,925

1990 10,132

2000 10,899

2011 12,004

2021 13,139

Adapted according to: Hickey, 2014

To this day, Notre Dame football events bring high revenues to the local economy, as they are generators
of visitor spending in many ways. For example, in 2015, the average number of flights from South Bend Regional
Airport increased by 41.8% during the month in which football games were played. Also, in the same period, the
number of nights spent in hotels increased by 26.0% (Appleseed, 2017).

On the other hand, the economy of South Bend has always had an impact on the development of ND. One ex-
ample is that "in September 2015, ND and the city announced that they are joining a partnership called the MetroLab
Network, a national consortium of 34 university-city partnerships aimed at using technology and data analytics to
develop innovative solutions to improve infrastructure, city services and other priorities of the public sector. ND and
the city of South Bend have established four projects for the first year of the partnership” (Appleseed, 2017, p. 34).

2. What enabled the Catholic Church to develop a long-term effective system of higher education in
South Bend?

One of the confirmations of the successful coexistence of religion and science, as two significant spheres of
human existence, came through the University of Notre Dame du Lac which was built about 2 miles away from the
city of South Bend (Indiana). In 1842, several missionaries of the Congregation of the Holy Cross (lat. Congregatio
a Sancta Cruce - CSC) arrived in the city, headed by Father Edward F. Sorin, with the aim of establishing a school’.
“This college will be one of the most powerful means for doing good in this country” — declared Rev. Edward
Sorin, C.S.C., founder of the University of Notre Dame du Lac (Congregation of Holy Cross, 2023). In the first
few years, the future of the University was uncertain. Money was scarce, "typhoid fever killed many students and
priests, and several fires almost destroyed the University" (Palmer, 2003, p. 61; “Hot Havoc”, 1879). The expansion

7 Only in 1857 did Rome accept the first constitutions of the Congregation of the Holy Cross. It was during the pontifi-
cate of Pope Pius IX, the last ruler of the so-called Papal States that disintegrated after the fall of Napoleon and became
part of united Italy. After 1870, the political power of the Holy See (lat. Sancta Sedes) declined drastically and it functions
as the governing body of the Catholic Church without its own territory. Since then, the so-called Roman Question: 1870-
1929, remains unresolved. The Vatican did not recognize Italy as a country for six decades. Pius IX declared himself a
"prisoner" in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, de facto - a ruler without a state. Also, he proclaimed the dogma on the infal-
libility of the Pope (Lukovi¢ Jablanovi¢, 2022).
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of the University was hindered by the Civil War and the economic crisis. Father Sorin was the first president of the
University of ND between 1842 and 1865. "He often gave free tuition for students who would help construct build-
ings" (Palmer, 2003, p. 72).

The presidents of ND are traditionally members of the Congregation of the Holy Cross. Their job description
includes attracting new students, then donations from prominent business leaders as well as soliciting endorse-
ments from top national politicians®. As the presidents of the University were not only responsible for finances,
for the promotion of the institution and for academic leadership, they were also tirelessly uniting Catholic dogma
with the progress of modern science. In a word, they involved Notre Dame in many important events of religious,
educational, economic, political, or cultural nature. German American social psychologist and psychoanalyst Erich
Fromm suggests that we should evaluate the fruits of any religious teaching by its outcome: "If religious teaching
contributes to the growth, strength, freedom and happiness of believers, we see the fruits of love. If it contributes to
the narrowing of human possibilities, dissatisfaction, and lack of productivity, they could not be the fruits of love,
regardless of what dogma intends to convey to them” (From, 2015, p. 58).

The United States of America is often described as a melting pot of numerous nationalities, their cultures,
and religions. Although the confessional Evangelicalism and Protestantism dominate the religious scene in the USA,
the liberal branch of Catholicism has traditionally had its firm foothold there’. Thanks to this branch, the University
of Notre Dame developed its specific ideological and academic program, within which, since 1887, the football
program was also formed. A few decades later, the University permanently included experimental research in its
scientific programs.

In the period 1919 - 1922, the president of the University was Father James Aloysius Burns. As a chemistry
professor with a keen sense for research science, this Catholic leader was instrumental in transforming Notre Dame
into a national research university and founding the Catholic Education Association. Some of the presidents of Notre
Dame have publicly expressed their political views as well as their Christian values during difficult times. For ex-
ample, Father Walsh (Matthew J. Walsh), president of the University from 1922 to 1928 was arrested in 1924, along
with his 8 students and the mayor, during the “Notre Dame Riot”. University students took to the streets that day
and dispersed a parade of Ku Klux Clan members'.

Catholic priest and academic Theodore M. Hesburgh presided over the University for thirty-five years (1952—
1987). At that time, ND (then long known for its football program) broke out into the top of the respective American
Catholic universities and achieved rapid development. Hesburgh was very socially and politically engaged and held
positions on various government commissions, including the National Science Board and the Commission on Immi-
gration Reform. Then, he was a permanent representative of the Holy See at the International Atomic Energy Agency
in Vienna, as well as a member of the Pontifical Council for Culture in 1983. Pope Paul VI appointed Hesburgh as head
of the Vatican delegation attending the twentieth anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights in
Tehran, Iran, and as a member of the Holy See's delegation to the UN in 1974 (The Catholic Sun, 2013). Prestigious
recognition of the University of ND - Laetare Medal was awarded to President Kennedy in 1961 (Figure 2), and the
award was presented to him by the President of the University, Father Theodore Hesburgh''. Although the Presidents
of the University are still elected from the Congregation of the Holy Cross (CHC), since 1967 the management of Notre
Dame has included lay people in the Board of Directors (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2023).

There is no doubt that the Catholic Church developed an effective long-term system of higher education at
the University of Notre Dame (which attracted more Catholic students than any other American university). This
development was made possible especially in the period of industrialization, due to the increased need for highly
educated personnel capable of applying their knowledge and skills in practice, as well as to increase the efficiency of
production through innovation. Finally, the accelerated development of modern science at Notre Dame fit well with
the ideology of the liberal fraction of North American Catholicism.

8 Inviting the current president of the United States to speak at the graduation ceremony is a tradition at the University
of ND.
®  Although Protestantism as a religious trend originated in Europe, today its main stronghold is in the USA, spread
under different denominations (Lutherans, Baptists, Anglicans, and others).
10 In 1924, the Ku Klux Clan gained control of the Indiana Republican Party. Klan members had anti-Catholic, anti-
African American, anti-immigrant, anti-Jewish sentiment.
1" Each year, the University of Notre Dame awards the Laetare Medal to the most outstanding American Catholic lay-
person. Since 1883, it has been generally accepted that in that category this award is considered “traditional and generally
accepted, the most honorable and most distinguished in the USA”.
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Figure 2. President Kennedy receiving the Laetare Medal in 1961

—

Source: Abramson, 2015

An important link in the promotion of Notre Dame, which ushered it into the national scene as an educational
and sports giant, was - football. It is important to note that it was mainly through college football that Americans
of Catholic origin became equal to the majority Protestant population in the field of education. In that process, for
many, especially for Americans of Irish origin, football became "more than a game"'?. The discrimination faced by
Irish immigrants in America in the mid-19th century is illustrated by the message that ended many job advertise-
ments at the time: No Irish need apply (Bulik, 2015).

On the other hand, these circumstances, that is, the needs of the time, gave rise to the enthusiastic and visionary
involvement of the University President. Part of their engagement was the introduction of the sports program into the
University's development strategy. It can be concluded that all the above-mentioned factors complemented each other and
as a result of their synergy, a long-term successful system of Catholic higher education at the national level was created.

3. What was the contribution of football to the development of the University of Notre Dame?

There is no doubt that experimental science and sports helped the development of the Catholic University
of ND. The University of Notre Dame has expanded its athletic program over the years. However, the most pre-
meditated investment was made in one of the most popular sports in the USA - football, in which the University
achieved the most success. The football team of the University of ND, nicknamed the "Fighting Irish", which was
formed in 1928, was composed of players of 17 different nationalities, mostly Europeans'. The Notre Dame team
built its national reputation in intercollegiate football in the 1920s, led by legendary coach Knute Rockne (Figure
3). In the period 1918-1930 he had 105 wins (88.1% winning percentage), 12 losses and 5 draws. On the other hand,
the popular Notre Dame football coach was employed part-time as a sales promotion manager for the Studebaker
Corporation, until his tragic death in 1931 (Palmer, 2003) ™.

12 In Ireland, in the middle of the 19th century, due to a fungal infection of potatoes, there was a period of the Great
Hunger. This social-economic crisis caused that in the period 1845-1855. about 1 million people died of hunger, and about
2 million emigrated, mostly to England and America. The Irish, as economic emigrants, were exposed to almost the same
kind of discrimination as African-Americans upon their arrival to America. Already in the first decade of the 20th century,
there was a gradual cessation of the segregation of the Irish, mainly due to their economic strengthening. Starting from
Boston on the East Coast to the West, the Irish began to occupy significant positions in the economic and political milieu
of the United States. As early as 1914, the mayor of Boston, James Michael Curley, was of Irish descent. Gradually, the
Irish begin to educate their children in prestigious universities, preferring the best Catholic university - Notre Dame.

3 The nickname "Fighting Irish" came from the time of the American Civil War when Irish immigrants fought on the
Union side as part of the Irish Brigade.

4 In 1940, Warner Brothers began showing the film "Knute Rockne, All American" (Pat O'Brien, Ronald Reagan). The
three-day official premiere was seen by 150,000 people, and the euphoria in the city lasted for several months. About 1
million dollars of the money of that time was spent.
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Figure 3. Knute Rockne - the most famous Notre Dame football coach

Source: Studebaker National Museum, n.d.

Most presidents of the University of ND (of the Roman Catholic denomination by the rule) in addition to
obtaining financial resources, expanding capacities, and organizing new departments, also consciously invested
in experimental science, thus working to reconcile the old, dogmatic Catholicism with the new achievements of
modern science. The presidents of this institution were actively involved in all important events not only of an edu-
cational and religious origin, but also of a social, cultural, and political nature. Every historical challenge that the
University has faced since its founding required different responses from its presidents, who raised the reputation of
the University and increased the number of students.

The football program was founded by Father Thomas E. Walsh, who presided over the University from 1881 to
1893. On the other hand, the climate of the local economy was favourable at the time. Namely, the city of South Bend
had the most products per capita in the USA in 1890. There were the largest factories in the world for: ploughs, car-
riages, sewing machines, for separating clover, as well as a steel plant for ploughs. The first tram also arrived (Palmer,
2003). Circumstances were quite different when Father John W. Cavanaugh led Notre Dame, during the difficult times
just before and during World War I (Cavanaugh, n.d.). He managed to attract renowned scientists to the University,
including numerous war refugees. Football, in particular, was developing strongly during that period, but not without
a certain amount of apprehension on Cavanaugh's part that Notre Dame would become primarily known as a football
school (Figure 4). Additionally, by 1913 the University's football program was operating at a loss.

Figure 4. Notre Dame's 1909 football team

/

Source: O'Shaughnessy, 2023
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Notre Dame's academic inventiveness was also reflected in sports. A turning point in the history and popu-
larization of college football occurred in 1913 while Rockne was a player (Bohn, 2013). Although the ND team did
not invent the forward pass, their attack was characterized by an attractiveness of play based on accurate and fast
running and passing, which had never been seen before in a big team game (“Notre Dame Football 19137, 2013).

The popularity of this sport kept growing. Another significant year in the history of football at the University
is 1914, when Knute Rockne was hired as an assistant coach and became the head coach in 1918. During the Great
Depression, he promoted the idea of building a bigger Notre Dame stadium, believing that people from all over
America would come to watch the games, that is, that sports in a time of crisis can replace what people don't have.
A revolutionary concept at the time. His idea of building a stadium was supported and implemented in 1929 by the
then president of Notre Dame, Father Charles L. O'Donnell.

At a time when games were played before just a few hundred fans, Rockne passionately advocated for the
60,000-seat Notre Dame Stadium to be built (“Notre Dame Stadium”, 2023)". “Never mind that Notre Dame had
3,000 students and that the community had a population of less than 80,000, Rockne’s concern was that 60,000 seats
wouldn’t be nearly big enough and had plans to cantilever the stadium to seat 100,000. Visionary or romantic — or
both?” (Stephen & Krause, 1993, p. 3). Notre Dame Stadium (Figure 5) is today a very impressive building in the
world of sports.

Figure 5. The Notre Dame Stadium 2009

Source: “Notre Dame Stadium Panorama.jpg”, 2016

On the other hand, trying to capture a wider market with a lower price and avoid the negative effects of the
Great Depression, Studebaker introduced a smaller companion car called the Rockne, named after the legendary
University of Notre Dame football coach. The economic crisis was so great, that even cheap cars like "the Rockne"
were not sold. It was only produced for two years in 1932 and 1933 (Rothermel, 2023). The perception of Father John
Francis O'Hara, who led the University from 1934 to 1939, is interesting. He saw in the “Fighting Irish” football
team (Figure 6) the potential to introduce the public to the ideals that dominate Notre Dame. In a word, that even
when playing the most difficult games, the football team should provide an inspiring example of spiritual life (“John
Cardinal O’Hara”, 2023).

Thanks to philanthropists, the University received two impressive sports centres in the first decade of the 21st
century: Guglielmino Athletics Complex and The LaBar Practice Complex - includes a project worth 2.5 million
dollars. The 95,000 SF Guglielmino Athletic Complex (“Goog”) is home to the legendary Fighting Irish football
team and represents the University of Notre Dame's continued commitment to elite sports (The University of Notre
Dame, 2023). The complex is designed to serve about 800 Notre Dame student-athletes. Estimated number of total
non-local visitors to ND home football games by type of visitors, 2015-16 football season is 314,363. On the other
hand, in the fall of 2015, a total of 12,292 students were enrolled at Notre Dame (Appleseed, 2017).

15 Until the 1996 season, Notre Dame Stadium held 59,075 fans. After its expansion it holds 80,795 seats.
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Figure 6. The helmets of the “Fighting Irish” and the Golden Dome of the Basilica

Source: adapted by author

According to the edition of Best Colleges and National Universities for 2022-2023, the University of ND is
ranked 18th out of 443 national universities (U.S. News & World Report, 2023)'¢. This premiership can thank in part
to its most successful sports program - men's football. The quality of Notre Dame's football team is illustrated by
the fact that it won 11 - NCAA football championships and had the best players in seven championships - Heisman
trophy (College Weekends, 2022).

DISCUSSION

The primary objective of the study was to investigate the differences in personality traits between athletes
and There is no doubt that ND is a place where different traditions meet and are respected. Its students come from
all 50 US states, as well as from over 100 countries around the world. It is present on all continents through its
programs, projects and established relationships. About 10% of the University's students and scientists come from
outside the USA. The policy of admitting students exclusively based on academic criteria has its roots since the
founding of Notre Dame, when Father Sorin opened the doors of that institution to Protestants and Jews. Although
the number of non-Catholics never exceeded 20% of students, their attendance contributed financially to the school
and built positive religious relations in the region. This kind of ecumenical approach (atypical for many Catholic
institutions) later enabled Knute Rockne the Protestant, their football coach with the most trophies, to be educated
there (Sperber, 2002). Racial and ethnic diversity within the University is its additional quality (Graph 2).

Graph 2. Student Racial and Ethnic Diversity at Notre Dame 2010-2018
Between 2010 and 2018, the racial demographics of the University stayed fairly consistent.

B white

Ml Hispanic/Latino

B Asian or Pacific Islander
Race Unknown or International Student
Black

B Two or more races

B Native American

%in 2010 %in 2018

Source: Smith et al., 2020

16 The first three places are taken by: Princeton University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Harvard Uni-
versity.
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The total number of students enrolled in the fall of 2021 is 13,139. According to The Insider's Guide to the
Colleges, in 2010, about 80% of ND students identified themselves as Catholic. In the generation of students in 2023,
there were 81.5% Catholics (The Observer, 2023).

Notre Dame is one of the most prestigious and demanding academic institutions in the US. It has eight dif-
ferent faculties, departments, and programs for undergraduate and graduate students. It is ranked 11th by the U.S.
News for best undergraduate teaching, with a graduation rate of 96.9% (U.S. News & World Report, 2023). The
University of Notre Dame is not only one of the top general education institutions, but one of the leaders in national
research and financial aid to its students. Aerodynamics of glider flight, wireless message transmission, and formu-
las for synthetic rubber were pioneered at the University. Today, researchers are making advances in astrophysics,
radiation chemistry, and environmental science, research of tropical disease transmission, peace studies, cancer
research, robotics, and nanoelectronics. Notre Dame believes that commitment to religion and science is not only
compatible, but even complementary and mutually beneficial.

This University has grown into a recognized research institution—outpacing others in research expenditures
by 160% since 1990 and achieving the University's all-time high in research awards. Research spending nearly
doubled from 2010 to 2018; it grew from $110,360,000 to $220,000,000. External research funding increased by
52% from $118,845,047 in 2010 to $180,628,753 in 2019 (Smith et al., 2020). Since 2007, research funds received
from the University have increased by 194%. In recent years, Notre Dame has received tens of millions of dollars to
research mosquito-borne diseases, improve educational outcomes globally, and establish the Labs for Industry Fu-
tures and Transformation (LIFT Network) in the South Bend-Elkhart region (The Observer, 2023). The Association
of American Universities (AAU) announced in May 2023 that the University of Notre Dame was one of six newly
selected to join the AAU. This is a very prestigious organization of leading research universities that was founded
in 1900. Membership of the AAU (71 institutions in total) is by invitation only and is based on an extensive set of
quantitative indicators that assess the breadth and quality of research and education at universities (Association of
American Universities, 2023). ”Our mission at Notre Dame is to be a preeminent research university, provide an
unsurpassed undergraduate education and to have all we do informed by our Catholic mission”, said Notre Dame
University President Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C. (Nietzel, 2023).

The paper used a comparative analysis of the development of the city of South Bend and the University
of Notre Dame - which was methodologically treated as a case study. The economic development of the city of
South Bend began with the appropriation of native territory and the use of hydropower and an abundance of other
natural resources. That development was then accelerated through the use of electricity, technological innova-
tions, especially in transportation, contracts with the US government during the Civil War and both world wars;
then, through using secondary raw materials after the great Chicago fire, and by stimulating immigration to South
Bend to obtain cheap labour force. On the other hand, such an influx of population and the economy of the city
were prerequisites for a significant development of higher education, which was already organized earlier by the
Roman Catholic Church within the University of Notre Dame. A further stimulus to its development came from
within - from a liberal form of Catholicism that reconciled Christian dogma with experimental science and in this
sense, they were pioneers. European lecturers-immigrants hired during the world wars brought a special quality
to this institution.

The analysis of the content of the available literature confirmed that the progressive, liberal faction of the
Roman Catholic Church was successfully involved in the economic (helped by the elite business of the time,
especially the forerunners of the automobile and metal industry), political (especially through the Irish-Catholic
Kennedy family) and scientific-educational life (judging by the ranking and national prestige of the University
of Notre Dame). The introduction of the football program in 1887 significantly contributed to the promotion of
both the educational and ideological basis of the University of ND as an institution of higher education. From
the beginning, the football program was profiled in proportion to its popularity with the American public. Notre
Dame's success came largely from its commitment to excellence on and off the athletic field. Accordingly, the
football team has had several legendary coaches, then plenty of good players, and its particular strength is a pas-
sionate and loyal fan base.
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Graph 3. ND Net profit/loss by men’s Sportin § U.S., 2023

Notre Dame Net Profit/Loss by Men's Sport

Men's Baseball
Men's Basketball
Men's Fencing
Men's Football
Men's Golf

Wen's Ice Hockey
Men's Lacrosse

Men's Soccer

Men's Swimming &

Diving

Men's Tennis

Men's Track and Field

{combined)
-20,000,000 0 20,000,000 40,000,000 60,000,000

Source: College Data Analyitcs Team, 2023

The popularity of football in the US is still many times higher than the popularity of other sports. The football
program turned a profit, i.e. making $46,557,448 for the school (Graph 3). However, both the football program and
the academic-research status of the institution are still important for the University's reputation. This is evidenced
by recent capital investments in the sports program, as well as in the development of new academic programs and
research. Between the fall of 2005 and the fall of 2015, total enrolment at Notre Dame grew by 7.7 percent. In fiscal
year 2016, research spending at Notre Dame totalled $202.2 million - an increase of nearly 157 percent in ten years
(Appleseed, 2017).

In the modern stage of the University's development, when ND represents a recognized scientific and re-
search institution and at the same time has a high-quality football program, their parallel development serves further
promotion of the University. To confirm this claim, most of the income from football flows into research and devel-
opment, as well as into grants for students. In addition, for major projects and the development of new programs,
the University relies on donations'. An illustration of the financial power, but also the discipline of this Catholic
University, is the fact that its leaders do not start a single capital investment, or a single large project, without secur-
ing 100% of the funds. Television rights to the “Fighting Irish” games are a significant part of that financial security
(2023 Blue-Gold Game: Full Broadcast”, 2023). “Notre Dame signed a multi-year agreement with NBC in 1991 to
nationally broadcast all of its home games, the only such deal at the time. That deal, which now runs through 2025,
has brought millions of dollars of revenue to the institution and ensures the financial stability of its athletics program
for years to come” (Belzer, n.d.).

Over time, the university became so prestigious that it no longer had to spend as much money on attracting
students any more. Thus, all income from football (TV rights, advertisements, tickets, sales items with the logo of
the football team, etc.) could be directed to academic activities and research, including the awarding of scholarships.
At the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century, the situation was reversed, the football program even
brought losses, but it was kept in order to attract new students.

17" The Nanovic Foundation financed the construction of the building that houses the newly founded Nanovic Institute
for European Studies, whose mission is to explore the ideas of culture, tradition, religion, moral challenges, and institu-
tions that formed Europe. That is the whole program of Mr. Nanovic's philanthropic vision of connecting Europe and
America. Notre Dame was chosen for its academic reputation and status as an open, liberal private educational institution
(Nanovic Institute for European Studies, 2023).
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At any rate, the management of the University was ahead of its time in realizing that it had to make a con-
scious and systematic effort to ensure that the school was constantly in the focus of the nation's attention. Thus, ND
built one of the most famous brands in the world, relying on three pillars that have largely remained intact for almost
a century:

1) Markets have no borders. For decades, the Notre Dame team organized games across the country and

became “America's Team”.

2) Differentiation through Independence. “The more clearly defined and unique the brand, the greater the
passions associated with it" — says current Notre Dame athletics director Jack Swarbrick.

3) Stay True To Your Culture At All Costs. The “Fighting Irish” are a popular brand; therefore, their popularity
inevitably brings pressure and criticism from the media and the masses, which the University successfully
resists.

In continuously adapting sports to the demands of the audience, Notre Dame has always remained itself and,

among other things - faithful to its Catholic tradition.

CONCLUSIONS

Due to the strong interconnection of mass media, politics, economics and sports, football has become one of
the most popular pastimes in the United States of America. As an indispensable part of the entertainment industry
and popular culture, sport is subject to all the laws of the global economy, including the laws of mass production and
mass consumption. Even though the football of the University of Notre Dame is part of that modern sports matrix,
it is necessary to make a distinction and point out the exceptional way of distributing the profits of this educational
institution, which does not neglect spiritual values.

The University of Notre Dame football team, worth $101 million, is the most valuable team in college foot-
ball. Unlike programs at other universities, Notre Dame's athletic department is not run as a separate entity, but it
operates under the umbrella of the University. As a result, most of the profits are retained for academic use. This is
precisely the greatest value of the sports program, and at the same time, what sets it apart from others. Therefore,
the auxiliary hypothesis (which supplements the primary) was that the main goal of founding the University of Notre
Dame Fighting Irish was no t profit per se, but to popularize and qualitatively improve academic education and
sports. This was verified based on an analysis of the total revenue distribution of the “Fighting Irish” football team
for the 2006-2007 season, when $21.1 million went to the academic programs of the university based on the Catholic
tradition'®. By way of comparison, the next 5 most profitable teams, belonging to institutions with a secular orien-
tation, gave their universities the same amount of money combined (Schwartz, 2007). The pedagogical dimension
of religion and sports is a thread that runs through the educational strategy of the University of Notre Dame. The
product of their mutual encouragement is the common good. Pope Francis, the current Pontiff of the Roman Catholic
Church, has great respect for sports (he played soccer as a youth in his homeland Argentina). In an interview with
“La Gazzetta dello Sport” in 2021, he emphasized, among other things, that “sacrifice is an expression that connects
sport and religion”. He underlines: “Yes, simply dreaming of success isn’t enough; you have to wake up and work
hard. That’s why sport is full of people who, with sweat dripping from their brow, have competed with those who
were born with natural talent” (Informativna Katolicka Agencija, 2021).

The summarized data of this multidisciplinary paper show that the implementation of football as the most
popular sports program significantly contributed to the promotion of the University and its overall development. In
a word, Notre Dame is an example that the mass can still carry quality with it. On the other hand, this university
successfully combined science, economics, politics, religion, and sports. The practical needs of the city of South
Bend amid the industrial revolution in America and the process of liberalization of the Catholic religion expressed
in this case through holistic education were the key factors that enabled the convergence of the spiritual and secular
spheres at the University of Notre Dame. For the city of South Bend, Notre Dame games remain the most attractive
events (“Full Game: Notre Dame’s Double Overtime Thriller vs Clemson”, 2020). At the same time, they confirm
that the “Fighting Irish” football team is a part of the social and cultural national history. Finally, the establishment
of specifically profiled sports programs and university teams can be a recommendation for other institutions of
higher education.

18 The largest part of the income was generated from the rights to TV broadcasts of their matches.
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