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ABSTRACT

The key priority for the development of tourisrthie Rasin district is a realistic base of qualibytist
attractions and functionality of natural, anthropagc and material potentials. The wealth of various
combasic tourist potentials, with attractive moswend competitive advantages, represents a bage tha
enables the formation of a selectable tourist patdiased on mountain, spa, cultural, hunting, amck
tourism. The structuring of the tourist productld Rasin district should be based on evident reguénts
and expected modern tendencies and trends of diocnaest foreign demand, as well as the necessary
establishment and functioning of market-oriented austainable economic developments to satisfy
various tourist needs. Based on the SWOT analysisdefined criteria, the priorities of the first @n
second categories of tourism development were m@ted by the available tourist resources and
advantages of the Rasin districts. Identifying atedining tourism development priorities is of great
practical importance from the point of view of assiag real potential opportunities and the direntiof
the district's economic development policy to ashieoordinated development.
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INTRODUCTION

The Rasin district has located in the central pbitie Republic of Serbia on an area of 2,668 Kmg.
surrounded by the mountain chains of JastrebaPalsdn mountains, GIe’diZteina, Gda, and the Kopaonik
massif. The chains of the Rasin district extenah@lthe border of these mountains. The Rasin distes
located at an altitude of 250 m to 2,017 m @Rav peak). The administrative center is the muniitypaf
KruSevac, together by Trstenik, Brus, AleksandrpVaevarin, and’i¢evac, the Rasin district.

The Rasin district has rich, primary, and completagntourism potentials, the diversity of which
provides an opportunity for the development and intalof several types of tourism. Many available
tourist potentials have not by developed and vadatito a sufficient extent.

Therefore, it is necessary to identify the advaesaand disadvantages of the tourist potential @f th
Rasin District through a SWOT analysis and, basethat, determine development priorities.
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TRAFFIC AND TOURISM POSITION

The transport-tourist position of the Rasin distrecfavorable. The keys road is the main Pojate -
Kraljevo, which connects the Rasin district witle 6-75, with is part of the Pan-European Corridar 1
Regional paths have a length of 478 km and ard,lacd of 1,334 connecting urban, rural, and tauris
areas on the territory of Rasin district. The té¢algth of roads is 1,878 km. The Rasin districtrezrted
of railway, city Stald, with the railway Belgrade - NiS - Skoplje - Atteeand the railway NiS - Sofia, as
well as with the railway Belgrade - Bar. Of partamimportance is the road M5 KruSevac - Kraljevo -
Cacak - Uzice.

TOURIST POTENTIAL

The main tourist potentials of the Rasin distriah de classified as Geomorphological, Climatic
values, Thermo mineral springs Biodiversity, andi#opogenic and material touristic value.

Geomorphological tourist potentials are represenyetie mountains Kopaonik, Jastrebac Zeljin, aotl G
The dominant mountain is Kopaonik, with an are@,860 km2, with the highest peak of 2017 m. Thimar
was declared a National Park in 1981 with an air&4,800 ha and represents one of the most impaeaters
of biodiversity and endemic flora of Serbia. Thienalte is alpine, and the snow cover lasts up todey@ a
year. The average annual air temperature is 3.300gaonik has 29 alpine ski slopes, 26 ski roaadd,tao
training grounds for beginners. The trails consis?5 cable cars and two conveyor belts. [1] Initeaidto
Kopaonik, the mountains Jastrebac, Zeljin, and i&ve tourist value. These mountains are richantgnd
animal holy water and main mineral springs, andgh forest cover. Various forest fruits and gamexdken
these mountains attractive for the developmerdwidm hunting.

By of hydrographic tourist potential, the Ribarske and the artificial lak€elije stand out. Ribarska
spa is a well-known health resort and rehabilitatienter for orthopedic, degenerative, and bongantl
diseases. At a Ribarska spa, there are four hiotgspwith a temperature of 35 to 41.5°C and twgtgly
colder springs, one at 16.1°C and the other at°27.BbakeCelije was built in 1972 and used for water
supply. Clearwater, a gentle slope of the coastatgiepths, and a scattered coastline make Cakje
attractive for sport fishermen. The most famouthefRasin Rivers and the South Morava River isirich
fish and very important for the local populationtasrist attractions.

The climate in the Rasin district is moderate-cmnital, except for Kopaonik, which has moderatelgl ¢
climates. The average air temperatures in thedtattenth in the Rasin district are more thah@&nd, in the
coldest months, than -3o C. "The amplitude betwleeabsolute minimum and maximum temperature 871.
C."[3] Precipitations are most in the summer month,veinds are often local, associated with differentls
of high-altitude air heating. From the briefly deéised characteristics of the climate, but can belktmled that
the Rasin district has a favorable climatic condifior the growth of tourism.

Biographical tourism resources represent compleangmburism values and require specific studies
by included in the tourism function. The ecosystefnthe plant world consists of grass and forest
phytocenosis. For the tourism of the Rasin disti@bgraphical values are significant only withhet
framework of other tourism values such as reliojeenic and rare species. Their greater importance
manifested through the effect on aesthetic-dea@atiburist-recreational, and climatic peculiastie

Alongside natural values, anthropogenic tourisnueslare one of the primary elements for forming
an integral and complex tourist product of the Rastrict, which represents part of the compleragnt
tourist potentials of the Rasin district.

Of the archaeological tourist potentials, the afylLazarus, built-in 1371, is the most important
historically, culturally, and touristic. The cultirand historical heritage has significantly greateortance
for the growth of tourism in the Rasin districtn"Lazarev City Park there are the Monument to Brinc
Lazarus, the National Museum, the Donjon TowertaedChurch of Lazarica." [2] The most important for
the development of religious tourism are monastearel churches from the distant past, of whiclSgiat
Roman Monastery and the Monastery of the Holy Stheoa significant. Bogorodice, Ljubostinja Monagter
and Naupare Monastery. Also, cultural objects gshaot be such as the KruSevac Folk Museum, thetSimi
House, the art gallery and the KruSevac Nation@éisity, the County Museum, etc.
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Ethno-social wealth, such as folk costumes, mudiidore, customs, domestic handicrafts, and
gastronomic specialties, are the touristic motifthe Rasin district. The Rasin district has numeiultural,
sports, and other manifestations and events of émmhnational importance. On getting the impres#at
most of these manifestations, due to their unpbisiognomy, have a local character that shoufatdi@oted
and made attractive through more aggressive magkeBastronomies is still in its infancy small nuanbf
nationally specialized restaurants with the moglestement of domiciled specialties.

The towns of KruSevac and Aleksandrovac have differanthropogenic and cultural-historical
heritage, and cultural manifestations have towates in the Rasin district. In addition, somealur
settlements have opportunities for the developraeniral tourism, especially those located on ttiges
of the mentioned mountains.

The development of tourism, for different many o#sgonomic activities, is conditioned by the quyadit
the environment. For development, the primary il of environmental pollution, air pollution, urgleund
and surface water, land degradation, and inadegsg= management are significant. The conditicief
environment in the Rasin district is favorable émvelopment, especially in the Aires of preserved a
untouched nature that is, in areas where tourishyéizto develop. However, in areas, especiallyjsibareas,
which are already affected by environmental pahitithe situation is not favorable, so further dtgwment
measures should be taken, to protect and eliminatsource of pollutants.

Compatible economic and non-economic activitiesnftine basis of the development of tourism, in
the Rasin district, which directly and indirecthfluences the improvement and structuring of theiso
product. Of the economic activities, the most intgot are traffic, agriculture, trade, entreprenkims
communal infrastructure, water supply, superstmgctand industry. The Rasin district is one of the
developed areas of the Republic of Serbia, withdealoped economic activities, which is exceptigna
favorable from the point of view of meeting the deef the tourism industry for influence inputswasl
as the diverse needs of tourists and resident&al@mtivities, education, healthcare, culture, kyhl and
institutional regulation and their greater apprgorain defining tourism supply can indirectly inéince
the development of tourism in the Rasin districthia future.
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SWOT ANALYSIS

The SWOT analysis presented in Table 1, lists tieamtages and disadvantages of the tourist
potential of the Rasin district.

Table 1. SWOT analysis of the tourist potentidhefRasin district

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES
Favorable traffic-geographic position Negligibly small participation of foreign tourists
Kopaonik is one of the most visited mouni Low level of accommodation capacity utilization
destinations in Serbia (about 30% annually)
Significant quality and quantity of accommodal The prices of the services are above averadge in
capacities relation to the level of service
It includes the area of the Kopaonik Nat. Park Wild dumps
Thermal and mineral springs Bad plumbing system (lack of water)
High degree of biological diversity Wild construction
Sports and recreational facilities Insufficient accommodation capacity
Unpolluted air and water Absence of facilities for supply (food, drink, bagsi
An important water regional resource necessities of life)
A rich water world lllegal hunting
Hot and cold water sources Lack of environmental awareness of the Igcal
Interesting content for all generations population

Opportunities for recreation and treatment
Rich history and existence of cultural and histl
heritage

Cultural institutions, Holding traditional events
Tradition in fruit growing, viticulture and winemitg
Existence of adequate space for holding meetind
seminars

Zupska vintage event and wine fountain (uniquéné
world)Favorable climatic conditions for f
development of agriculture and tourism

CHANCES, POSSIBILITIES THREATS, DANGERS
More and more frequent and shorter vacations Competition with mountain destinations in the wider
Cooperation with other regions in Serbia region
Population growth in urban areas Expectations of high quality services
The trend of vacations based on nature Danger of devastation of space
Development of small and medium enterprises bpBegiger of unplanned use of natural resources
on PPP Very high prices for domestic visitors
New and exciting destinations Danger of environmental pollution
The influence of the Internet on the promotion| afh increasing number of new interesting destination
destinations Expectation of service contents
Holding events and games on the water Uncontrolled building construction
Development of event tourism Water turbidity
Attracting foreign tourists Close to spas with more amenities
Weekend vacation near the place of residence Expectations of high quality accommodation
Connecting with countries in the region amisruption of the natural environment by building
developing health tourism new buildings
Activating young people and implementing new ideamderdeveloped tourist and accommodation facilifies
Bringing in foreign direct investments Insufficiently developed infrastructure
Participation in fairs Unfavorable demographic structure (departurel of
Application of newspapers in tourist infrastructure | young people)
Opening of new hotels Insufficient training of personnel involved in the

Restoration of old buildings and adaptation | @fovision of services in tourism
buildings for guest accommodation

Source: Sav K. (2018). SWOT analysis of the tourist poterdfahe Rasin district.

The advantages of the Rasin district, in termshef possibility of tourism development, can be
assessed as favorable. By particularly appliesgasaof the Rasin district, which have respectivgism
potentials that have not been valorized for touresmd are enough measures included in the tourism
economy. The disadvantages of the Rasin distrietadirsuch a nature that if they are not limited or
prevented, they can cause damage and threateffithené development of tourism.

PRIORITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT

Tourism has been on the rise for many years, ggpwiare than the global economy and representing
a significant economic branch [4]. Based on the SVé@alysis and the identified tourism potentidig, t
priorities of tourism development in the Rasinuitsty identifying more precisely. In defining tpeaority
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criteria for tourism development, the starting poivas the institutional framework contained in the
Strategy for the Long-Term Tourism Developmenth® Republic of Serbia and the scientific works of
leading authors in the field of regional tourisnvelepment in Serbia. At the same time, the devetagm
aspect is especially valued, with the aim of:

Giving priority to the most developed tourist ceatand zones;

That the most developed centers and zones haveetitingness and some possibility of entering the
international tourist market, as well as the pertipe of future contribution to the development of
domestic and foreign tourism;

In the most developed tourist centers and area;itprshould be given to the revitalization and
improve some elements of the material base for ¢ating and improving the tourist product as a facto
for quick and efficient entry into the internatibmaurist market. [5]

The established priorities are combinations of {rgn local and medium-term development
priorities, so they are ranked into two groupsshibuld be in mind that this division is conditiorzald
relative, firstly due to the limited possibilitie$ the census and secondly due to the necessagtinent
funds for the development of tourism.

The selected priorities have been classified iwm groups, ranked in one group of the same rank to
encourage development, regardless of the overpbbitance (local, regional or national importance).

I. The first group of priorities:
1. Mountain tourism:

Kopaonik Mountain, with the National Park, reprdsethe respective tourist center with a built
national and international reputation. Kopaonithis most promising tourist center of the Rationridis
with already-built tourist and other infrastructaned superstructures. The adopted Spatial Plansaggy
further development by the modern demands of ts@so the correction and elimination of urbad an
other environmental degradation.

Spa priority centers:
Ribarska spa has favorable spatial-functional, aficmelements, villages, and areas for tourism of

special interests, as well as halls for the devakg of MICE tourism, and represent a promisingeen
for health wellness, recreation, and other formofism.

Hunting tourism on the Jastrebac, Zeljin and @ountains. The mentioned mountains are distinctive
by high forest cover and habitats with rich andedse venison, of which deer, wild boar, rabbits,,et
stand out, which makes them attractive for the igweent of hunting tourism.

Il. Second group of priorities:

Tourist centers and places under development witly-term development priorities are mostly
singled out in this group.

City tourist centers:

KruSevac, city with anthropogenic, archaeologiaal] cultural-historical heritage and ethnic-social
wealth of tourist values and proximity to KopaoMkuntain, Ribarska spa, and Aleksandrovac.

Rural tourism:

Rural tourism in the entire Rasin district is ofi¢he significant factors in the revitalizationvilages
and the solution to economic and demographic prebldhe villagers on the slopes of the mountains,

near Ribarska spa, the around Léladije are the most interesting and offer the mpgtastunities for the
development of this branch of tourism

Cultural tourism with “complementary types of tam such as ethnological and event tourism.” [6]

Tourist routes, localities, centers, areas, andidbyplaces of the Rasin district are mutually
conditioned and connected with the surrounding epliiee with each other, providing new elements of
importance for the formation of a complex and indé¢gelective tourist product. At the same time, by
should always be borne in mind that these are odagwhose tourist values, due to the action afyma
internal and external factors that are constarggnt in the tourist market and subject to chaffje.
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CONCLUSION

The Rasin district, with its rich and diverse tatresources and values, has great potentialdoisto
development. The foundations of tourism developrimatided diverse, high-quality, and rich naturadi a
anthropogenic tourist values, like available accamation facilities, a preserved environment, deyetb
economic and non-economic activities, and socibfa. In this district, tourism has not developethe
extent it should be, and many tourist potential®btyused. The reason for this is that financisbueces
are more invested in the development of other emambranches and less in tourism. In addition, the
number of beds in accommodation facilities by aéstuced.

The development of tourism in the Rasin districoudd be approached, following modern
requirements and trends on the domestic and foregypkets, from the position of structural adjustimen
by creating more types and forms of integral-seledburism. Analogously, priority should give twose
forms and kinds of tourism for which there are ist@l development terms based on available and-high
quality tourist resources, market-initiated andifiesl from the aspect of the existing and estirdaterket
structure. Despite all the difficulties, the Radistrict can, in the foreseeable future, offer mptementary
integral-selective tourist product, which would trdsute to the overall economic development. Howeve
it is necessary to adopt programs and plans andeséinancial resources, not only from local bugoal
from other sources.
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