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1. INTRODUCTION 

The knowledge of a person by a person 
is one of the topical issues of social psychol-
ogy. In the theoretical terms its development is 
closely connected with the problems of com-
munication, activities, personality, conscious-
ness, self-consciousness, etc. Interpersonal 
knowledge serves as the necessary attribute 
of labor and educational activity, in fact, how 
people reflect and interpret character and be-
havior, as well as estimate the personality of 
each other, the type of their interaction and the 
results of their joint activities depend in many 
respects (Slinkova V. E., 2007).

In general three directions of researches 
are distinguished in the area of perception de-
pending on what is the object of perception 
(other person, group, wider social communi-
ty). “Social self-perception”, the process and 
the result of the reflexive part of interpersonal 
interaction also belong to the same range of 
problems. The structure of interpersonal per-
ception is described as three-component. It 
includes the object, the subject and the pro-
cess itself which should be considered in the 
context of the specific situation. According 
to the special researches upon studying of the 
situation of interpersonal perception the most 
important factor is joint activity, especially 
goals, subject-matter and forms of organiza-
tion of this activity (Pavlova Т., 2014). In the 
scientific literature it is underlined again and 
again that there are peculiarities of percep-
tion and understanding of other people and 
themselves by teenagers with different level 
of interpersonal relations (Balavadze T. Sh., 
2009), regularities of determination of the 
processes of interpersonal perception taking 
into account the real group dynamics in the 
conditions of isolation (Vinokhodova A. G., 
1997), interrelation of professional tendencies 
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and professional interests with the type of the 
group perception of teenagers (Zholudeva M. 
V., Zholudeva S. V., 2016), age dynamics of 
precision and adequacy of interpersonal per-
ception (Samekin A. S., 2011), peculiarities of 
formation of interpersonal perception as con-
dition of teenagers’ communication improve-
ment (Berezina A. V., 2003), etc.

The main new feature appearing in a 
teenager’s psychology in comparison with a 
child of the primary school age is higher lev-
el of self-consciousness. Along with it there 
is well-defined demand to evaluate correctly 
and use the available opportunities, form and 
develop abilities, bringing them to the level 
where they are in adults. At this age teenag-
ers become more sensitive to the opinion of 
the people of their age and adults. It is sup-
posed that the person knows himself through 
communication with other people therefore 
development of interpersonal perception is 
important not only in itself, but also it is nec-
essary for formation of self-consciousness and 
development of reasonable self-esteem.

Communication with the people of the 
same age becomes the leading activity of 
teenage years. Just at the beginning of teen-
age years communication activities, conscious 
testing with own relations with other people 
(search of friends, getting into an argument, 
conflicts and reconciliations, change of groups 
of friends) are allocated into a rather indepen-
dent area of life. The main requirement of the 
period - to find your own place in the soci-
ety, to be “significant” - are realized in the 
community of the people of the same age. 
At the same time a teenager continues to re-
main a pupil; educational activities keep the 
relevance. Therefore the research dedicated to 
the peculiarities of educational orientation of 
teenagers with different types of interpersonal 
perception of the group is especially urgent. 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

Founding on theoretical underpinning of 
the set up problem, we have studied the pecu-
liarities of educational orientation of teenag-
ers with different types of interpersonal per-
ception of the group. The hypothesis of the 
research has acted as presumption that there 
are peculiarities of educational orientation of 
teenagers with different types of interpersonal 
perception of the group.

As empirical tasks, we have put forward 
the following: 

1. To define the type of interpersonal 

perception of the group of teenagers;
2. To describe the peculiarities of orien-

tation on a grade of teenagers with different 
types of interpersonal perception of the group;

3. To describe the peculiarities of ori-
entation on knowledge of teenagers with dif-
ferent types of interpersonal perception of the 
group.

The pupils-teenagers of the 9th form 
have acted as respondents in the research. 
In total 86 persons have taken part in the re-
search. The research has been conducted at 
the Municipal Educational Institution of Sec-
ondary Education “School No. 75” of Rostov-
on-Don.

At the first stage of the diagnostic test-
ing we have used the technique “Interpersonal 
perception in the group” T. Leary, G. Leforge, 
R. Sazek (Ilyin E. P., 2011) allowing to reveal 
three possible “types” of perception by the in-
dividual of the group. Upon that the role of the 
group in the individual activity of the percipi-
ent acts as an indicator of the perception type.

At the second stage of the diagnostic 
testing we have used 2 techniques: “Orienta-
tion on knowledge acquisition” and “Orienta-
tion on a grade” put forward by E. P. Ilyin and 
N. A. Kurdyukova (Ilyin E. P., 2002). In the 
course of the technique realization “Orienta-
tion on knowledge acquisition” the degree of 
demand manifestation on knowledge acquisi-
tion has been revealed. The technique results 
“Orientation on a grade” have allowed reveal-
ing the degree of demand manifestation of 
teenagers for getting a grade.

At the third stage of the empirical re-
search, the results received by us, have un-
dergone the quantitative processing and the 
qualitative analysis according to the following 
scheme:

1. According to the technique “Interper-
sonal perception in the group” T. Leary, G. 
Leforge, R. Sazek, the dominating type of in-
terpersonal perception of teenagers who have 
taken part in the research (collectivistic, prag-
matical, individualistic) has been defined (Ily-
in E. P., 2011). For proving of the put forward 
hypothesis and convenience of description of 
the obtained data according to the results of 
the technique the teenagers have been condi-
tionally divided into three groups (according 
to the type of perception by the individual of 
the group): Group 1, Group 2 and Group 3:

Group 1 – the teenagers with individual-
istic type of perception;

Group 2 – the teenagers with pragmati-
cal type of perception;

Group 3 – the teenagers with collectiv-
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istic type of perception.
Processing, analysis and interpretation 

of the obtained empirical data have been car-
ried out according to the distinguished groups.

2. According to the techniques of E. P. 
Ilyin and N. A. Kurdyukova “Orientation on 
knowledge acquisition” and “Orientation on a 
grade” the expressiveness degree of motiva-
tion on knowledge and a grade have been de-
termined (Ilyin E. P., 2002). 

At the fourth stage of our research for 
statistical check of the put forward hypothesis 
Mann-Whitney U-Test and Kruskal-Wallis 
Test have been used, by means of which the 
distinctions in orientation on knowledge or a 
grade of teenagers with different types of per-
ception of the group have been specified. 

Also Spearmen’s rank-order correlation 
has been used by means of which the signifi-
cant correlation pleiades between the data of 
the techniques “Interpersonal perception in 
the group” (Ilyin E. P., 2011) and the tech-
niques of E. P. Ilyin and N. A. Kurdyukova 
“Orientation on knowledge acquisition” and 
“Orientation on a grade” (Ilyin E. P., 2002) in 
Groups 1, 2, 3 have been revealed.

3. RESULTS

Studying of perception by the teenagers 
of the group has shown that most of the teen-
age respondents (40.7 %) are with individu-
alistic type of perception of the group. Such 
teenagers perceive the group as hindrance of 
their activities or treat it neutrally. The group 
has not been represented as independent value 
for them. It is revealed in evading from joint 
forms of activities, in preference of individual 
work, in restriction of contacts.

Thirty-six percent of teenagers are with 
collectivistic type of perception of the group. 
They perceive the group as independent val-
ue. The problems of the group and its separate 
members come to the foreground for them, in-
terest in both success of each member of the 
group, and the group in general, aspirations 
to make your own contribution to the group 
activities is observed. The need for collective 
forms of work is developed. 

The smallest number of teenagers is 
with pragmatical type of perception of the 
group (23.3%). Such teenagers perceive the 
group as the means promoting achievement 
of these or those individual goals. Under that 
the group is perceived and estimated from the 
point of view of its “usefulness” for the indi-
vidual. The preference is given to more com-

petent members of the group capable to render 
assistance, to undertake the solution of a com-
plex problem or to be a source of the neces-
sary information.

Further according to the put forward ob-
jectives we have divided all teenagers into the 
previously described groups, depending on 
the type of perception of the group.

For checking of justice and correctness 
of separation of the teenagers into the groups 
we have carried out the statistical analysis 
by means of nonparametric Kruskal-Wallis 
H-Test. The obtained results are provided in 
Table 1. So, significant distinctions have been 
revealed in all scales that testifies about right-
fulness of separation of the teenagers into the 
groups.

Table 1. Test Statistics (a, b) Types of 
perception of the group

a  Kruskal Wallis Test
b  Grouping Variable: Group

Thus, the analysis of interpersonal per-
ception by teenagers of the group has shown 
that for the teenagers who have taken part in 
the research to perceive the group as the means 
promoting achievement of these or those in-
dividual goals is peculiar in a lesser extent. 
They are more aimed at individual work, and 
joint activities and the group in general are not 
perceived as value for them. And most often, 
on the contrary, it is perceived as hindrance of 
own activities.

For research of educational orientation 
we have carried out the analysis of the data 
on orientation on a grade and orientation on 
knowledge. Description and analysis are 
presented according to the previously distin-
guished groups meeting the goals and the ob-
jectives of our research.

In Figure 1 the results of motivation of 
teenagers on knowledge acquisition are pro-
vided. So, in most of teenagers of all groups 
(65.5 %, 68 % and 75 %) the average level 
of motivation on knowledge acquisition has 
been revealed. They feel mental and physical 
involvement in educational activities, in what 
is currently doing. They have partial concen-
tration of attention, thoughts and feelings in 
practice. They do not always know precisely 
what to do at this or that moment of work, do 
not always clearly realize its goals and objec-
tives, they are characterized by partial subor-
dination to the requirements going from the 
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activities themselves; they partially realize the 
fact, how well, how successfully they do their 
work, they do not always give a clear and spe-
cific feedback on the activities.

Figure 1. Level of orientation of teenag-
ers on knowledge acquisition (in %)

 
 Twenty-three percent of teenagers 
with individualistic type, 19 % with collectiv-
istic type and 5 % with pragmatical type of the 
group perception have high level of motiva-
tion on knowledge acquisition. Such teenagers 
look for change of impressions, new informa-
tion, feel need for the process of knowledge, 
goal-oriented activity. If such teenagers aspire 
to special area of knowledge, then on this ba-
sis their interests and addictions arise, devel-
op, and become stronger. Irrespective of the 
problems of adaptation to a definite situation 
their informative requirement is oriented, first 
of all, to the process of cognition. “Unself-
ishness” of the informative requirement, its 
orientation mainly to the process, but not to 
the result - the most important characteristic 
of teenagers with high level of orientation on 
knowledge acquisition.

Eleven and a half percent of teenagers 
with individualistic type, 13 % with collec-
tivistic type and 20 % with pragmatical type 
of the group perception have been revealed 
with low level of orientation on knowledge 
acquisition. Such teenagers are characterized 
by unstable informative requirement, their in-
terests often change. They do not use the ef-
forts for solution of the stated goal and objec-
tives, adapt to a situation more. They are not 
inclined to analyze the failure reasons in their 
activities.

Thus, the average level of orientation 
on knowledge acquisition has been revealed 
approximately in an equal number of teenag-
ers of all groups. High level has been detected 
in the majority of teenagers of individualistic 
type of the group perception, and low level – 
in teenagers of pragmatical type.

Further for detection of significant dis-
tinctions in orientation on knowledge ac-
quisition we have applied non-parametric 
Mann-Whitney U-Test. We have analyzed the 

distinctions in pairs in the groups of teenag-
ers with different types of the group percep-
tion. So, significant distinctions of orientation 
on knowledge acquisition have been revealed 
in teenagers of individualistic and prag-
matical types of the group perception where 
U=167.000, at r=0.006. The average rank in 
the group of teenagers of individualistic type 
is equal to 30.40 and teenagers of pragmatical 
type – 21.80. These distinctions indicate that 
the teenagers with individualistic perception 
of the group the orientation on knowledge ac-
quisition is higher.

In Figure 2 the results of orientation on 
a grade of teenagers are presented. So, least of 
teenagers have been revealed with high level 
of orientation on a grade in all groups. In the 
group with individualistic perception – 8.5%, 
with collectivistic perception – 6.55, and in 
the group with pragmatical perception teenag-
ers with high level have not been revealed. It 
shows that these teenagers are focused to com-
pare the grades with the grades of their school-
mates, they remember when they get the poor 
grades, worry about the results of the forth-
coming tests very much, and their mood often 
depends on the progress at school.

The average level of orientation on a 
grade has been revealed in most of teenag-
ers of all groups. So, 93.5% of teenagers with 
collectivistic, 65.5% with individualistic, and 
45% with pragmatical group perception fol-
low how often they are called to the black-
board by the teacher, do their best to prepare 
for the next lessons even if they were asked at 
the previous lesson and experience some anxi-
ety in anticipation of the testing.

Most of teenagers with low level of ori-
entation on a grade have been revealed in the 
group with pragmatical perception – 55 %. In 
the group with individualistic perception – 26 
%, and in the group with collectivistic percep-
tion the teenagers with low level of motivation 
on a grade have not been revealed. These teen-
agers do not worry about academic progress 
at all; they aren’t upset when receiving bad 
grades, their mood doesn’t depend on their 
learning. 

Figure 2. Level of orientation of teenag-
ers on a grade (in %)
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Thus, the average level of orientation on 
a grade has been revealed in most of teenag-
ers with collectivistic and individualistic types 
of the group perception. High level of orienta-
tion on a grade has been revealed in most of 
teenagers of individualistic type, and low – in 
teenagers of pragmatical type.

Further we have applied the nonpara-
metric Kruskal-Wallis H-Test for detection 
of significant distinctions in orientation on a 
grade. We have analyzed distinctions at the 
same time in all groups of teenagers with dif-
ferent types of the group perception. So, sig-
nificant distinctions of orientation on a grade 
have been revealed in teenagers of all types 
of the group perception where N=6.730, at 
r=0.025. The average rank in the group of 
teenagers of individualistic type is equal to 
43.44, collectivistic type – 46.68, and prag-
matical type – 29.17. These distinctions indi-
cate that teenagers of collectivistic type of the 
group perception are guided by grades most 
of all, and teenagers of pragmatical type - to a 
lesser extent.

We have carried out the correlation 
analysis for specification of the peculiarities 
of educational orientation in teenagers with 
different types of the group perception. Sig-
nificant correlation relationships between ori-
entation on knowledge acquisition, orientation 
on a grade and types of the group perception 
revealed by means of Spearmen’s rank-order 
correlation are reflected in Table 2.

Table 2. Nonparametric Correlations 
of orientation on a grade and orientation on 
knowledge with type of the group perception 
in teenagers

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 
level (2-tailed).

* Correlation is significant at the 0.05 
level (2-tailed).

 
 It has been discovered that teenagers 
with individualistic type of the group percep-
tion are aimed at knowledge acquisition where 
r=508, at p=0.000. So, the teenagers who per-
ceive the group as hindrance of their activi-
ties, and the group has not been represented 
as independent value for them, are oriented to 
knowledge acquisition to a large extent, they 

have an expressed “unselfish” informative re-
quirement, and they are aimed at the process 
of knowledge to a large extent.

The teenagers of pragmatical type who 
perceive the group as the means promot-
ing achievement of these or those individual 
goals and estimate it from the point of view 
of “usefulness” for them and it is a source for 
the necessary information, they aren’t aimed 
at knowledge acquisition where r=-596, at 
p=0.000, and are focused on a grade where 
r=355, at p=0.001.

4. DISCUSSION

The comparative analysis of orientation 
on knowledge acquisition in teenagers with 
different types of the group perception has 
shown that 

- in teenagers with individualistic type 
of the group perception orientation on knowl-
edge acquisition is higher than in teenagers 
of other groups. They are characterized by 
“unselfish” informative requirement which is 
mainly focused on the process, but not on the 
result. They look for the change of impres-
sions, new information, feel need for the pro-
cess of knowledge and goal-oriented activity;

- in teenagers with pragmatical percep-
tion of the group orientation on knowledge ac-
quisition is expressed least of all. They aren’t 
interested in new educational knowledge, they 
don’t analyze failures in educational activity, 
and their interests are inconsistent and unsta-
ble;

- in teenagers with collectivistic percep-
tion of the group the level of orientation on 
knowledge acquisition is medium. They do 
not always know precisely what to do at this 
or that moment of work, do not always clear-
ly realize its goals and objectives, they are 
characterized by partial subordination to the 
requirements going from the activities them-
selves; they partially realize the fact, how well, 
how successfully they do their work, they do 
not always give a clear and specific feedback 
on the activities.

The comparative analysis of orientation 
on a grade in teenagers with different types of 
the group perception has shown that 

- in teenagers with collectivistic type 
of the group perception orientation is higher 
at level, in comparison with other groups of 
teenagers. These teenagers are more oriented 
on assessment of their progress. They compare 
their educational progress with the progress of 
their schoolmates, worry about the obtained 
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bad grades, after getting of a bad grade their 
working capacity also decreases and in case 
of complete confidence that they will not be 
asked, they can come with unprepared mate-
rial;

- in teenagers with pragmatical type of 
the group perception orientation on a grade 
is expressed least of all. These teenagers do 
not worry about academic progress at all, they 
aren’t focused on reaction of the schoolmates 
concerning the progress, in most cases they 
don’t worry concerning the forthcoming test 
and the teacher’s interviewing;

- in teenagers with individualistic type 
of the group perception orientation on a grade 
is expressed at the medium level. These teen-
agers are oriented on a grade only in certain 
cases when the grade can be a condition for 
obtaining of some benefit.

5. CONCLUSIONS

Thus, the analysis of educational ori-
entation in teenagers with different types the 
group perception has shown that orientation 
on the group, its values (collectivistic type) 
promotes the selective orientation on knowl-
edge, and on a grade and depends on the val-
ues and the regulations of the group itself. The 
contrast between yourself and the group, ori-
entation on individual types of activity (indi-
vidualistic type) promotes the orientation on 
knowledge. And the use of the group in your 
own purposes (pragmatical type) develops the 
orientation on a grade and vice versa reduces 
the orientation on knowledge.
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