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Abstract

Adhering to the theoretical framework of classical geopolitcal
analysis, the paper provides a geopolitical overview of the change of
government in Syria at the end of the prolonged civil war, as well as
the course of military operations and a description of the immediately
established new situation on the ground. The introductory part of the
paper explains the basic weaknesses of the Bashar al-Assad regime,
as well as its main flaws that caused its collapse in a period of only
eleven days. The second segment of the paper explains the geopolitical
importance of Syria in a historical perspective by pointing out its
constants within the Levant as an intermediate space in the Middle East
located between the areas occupied by regional geopolitical powers in
different historical eras. In this way, the similarity between former and
the current circumstances is pointed out. The middle part of the paper
observes geopolitical dimensions of the newly established state, the
ideological and political background of HTS, the ruling military faction
in the new, Sunni government in Damascus, as well as its relationship
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with other factions and their strongholds in the certain areas within
Syria. The third part of the paper analyses the influence of external
great and regional powers on the situation in contemporary Syria and
their interest projections which conflict each other in many ways. The
final part of the paper deals with a prognostic assessment of the further
geopolitical prospects of post-Assad Syria, taking into account the
existing antagonisms and different interests of both Syrian military and
ethnic formations and external powers.

Keywords: fall of Bashar al-Assad, Syrian civil war, Levant,

geopolitics, interests of great powers in the Middle East.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE FALL
OF THE REGIME AND ITS CAUSES

The Syrian civil war represents one of the focal points of the
global geopolitical competition in the 21% century. After a five year
(2019-2024) stalemate, the conflict has entered a new, turbulent
phase that has changed the nature of the government in Syria and the
regional situation, as well as the broader geopolitical environment
(Lopez de Miguel 2025, 148—149). By using the model of classical
geopolitical analysis, in this paper we will attempt to identify the
possible consequences of the new situation in Syria both in the regional
geopolitical dynamics and in the surrounding regions. Only then, we
can be able to shed some light on the strategic positions of the most
important international actors and on overall global security.

Within just eleven days, the regime of Bashar al-Assad (who
controlled about 70% of Syrian territory) collapsed; the area it had
previously controlled fell into the hands of Sunni rebels led by militants
from the HTS group (Hayat Tahrir al-Sham), radical Islamists from
the former Al-Nusra Front who had severed their ties with Al-Qaeda
and shifted more towards Arab nationalism. The upheaval began on
November 27, 2024: then HTS, together with rebels from the SNA
(Syrian National Army), who had until then held a smaller part of
Syrian territory (mainly in the province of Idlib), began their offensive
towards Aleppo. The lightning operation, backed by Turkey, aimed
to exploit the declining strength of government troops and their weak
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defensive positions in northern Syria. The rebels quickly captured the
remaining part of Idlib province and a significant area around Aleppo.
The Syrian army — stretched across the area it controlled and divided
by internal divisions — was unable to provide any effective resistance.
As early as November 29, the rebels began their advance into Aleppo,
a city that government forces had recaptured in 2016 after a long and
arduous battle. The fall of this large city the next day signaled the
unstoppable collapse of the Syrian regime’s military power. At the same
time, the rebels from the southern part of the country began their own
offensive and captured the cities of Daraa and Suwadah.

The Assad regime launched a counteroffensive on December
1. Its goal was to regain lost territory, but it was reduced to limited
airstrikes and redeployment of troops towards newly captured rebel
positions. It was clear that the Syrian army lacked both the manpower
and equipment to once again turn the situation in its favor. Its main
allies, Russia and Iran, hesitated and assessed the new opportunities:
Russian air force was engaged in very limited combat action, while
the Iranians, instead of military assistance, offered only diplomatic
services. Hezbollah, Assad’s Shiite Lebanese ally, was preoccupied
with its own troubles due to months of clashes with Israeli troops in
southern Lebanon. In such circumstances, the Sunni rebels continued
their offensive.

Between 2 and 4 December 2024, HTS and its allies further
exploited all the weaknesses of the Syrian army continuing their
advance in the south, toward the strategically important Hama, the
place where the civil war began in 2011. Hama fell to the rebels on
December 5. The rebels’ advance was then directed towards Homs,
an even more strategically important city that represents a crossroads
between the coastal, Alawite part of Syria with Damascus and its desert
hinterland. By December 6, Homs was completely surrounded and the
garrison in the city surrendered a day later. This was a key moment in
the offensive: instead of defending the capital, the Syrian army retreated
and began to disintegrate; Bashar al-Assad fled the country by plane on
December 7, and rebel columns marched into the capital on December
8 and declared victory. It ended half a century of Assad’s family rule
over Syria.
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What were the causes of such a sudden collapse of the regime
that had stubbornly held on power for more than 13 previous years?
First of all, they can be found in the exhaustion of the Syrian state due
to the more than decade-long war, but also in the Western sanctions
that weakened the regime in economic, political and military terms
(Borgofioz Moya 2025). Namely, even before the civil war, Syria had
huge problems with systematic corruption, chronic unemployment
and the collapse of the functioning of public services. In conditions
of civil war, all of this significantly worsened. Regime repression
became the only approach to solve the accumulated problems, the
biggest of which were those related to poor economic management
and the inability to stimulate economic growth due to, among other
things, the strong entrenchment of the network of privileged classes
in contrast to the impoverished masses. During the civil war, Syria’s
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) fell by a whopping 87%, with no signs
of reversing the trend (Dzulhisham 2024, 2). Another important cause
of the regime’s weakness was in its heavy reliance on external allies
such as Russia and Iran, but, above all, in its inflexibility and inability
to reach compromises with the warring factions during the peace talks
in Astana, maintaining its maximalist, unrealistic positions that its
allies were unwilling to support. All this was compounded by the rivals
strengthening supported by neo-Ottoman Turkey, as well as the damage
inflicted on Shiite allies in Lebanon by Israel. Although, in essence,
mutually opposed, the strategies of the rebels’ external sponsors led to
a synergistic effect towards Assad’s enemies strengthening; all of this,
in sum, led to an unexpected turn of the tide in the war.

In order to understand the geopolitical prospects of Syria after
the war and its broader consequences, it is necessary to first understand
Syria’s classical geopolitical position within the Levant. With this in
mind, we will be able to see the interest projections of contemporary
regional and global actors in the newly emerging circumstances, as well
as to notice existing contradictions. Only then, will we be able to see the
possible broader consequences of the change in geopolitical situation
in Syria.
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GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF SYRIA
IN THE LEVANTE: HISTORICAL AND
CONTEMPORARY TRENDS

The Levant area forms the contact part of the Middle Eastern
Rimland (Mackinder 2009) with the Mediterranean Sea, through
which Asia is connected to Europe. In addition to Syria as the state
that encompasses the largest part of the Levant, this area also includes
Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan. The Levant is surrounded by four
clearly visible geographical units that represent historical regional
geopolitical centers: Asia Minor in the north, Mesopotamia in the east
(and beyond it — Persia), Egypt in the south, and the Arabian Peninsula
in its southeast. The Levant is, in fact, on a continental scale a small
(inter)space that represents a theater for geopolitical competition
between regional powers in the central part of the Rimland. At
different historical moments, it becomes either the “prey” of one of
the prevailing regional powers or, in the case of an established balance
of power between them, a kind of “buffer zone” that delimits their
influences (Tzarias 2019).

The history of the Levant is a history of great powers
competition for control of this area. Most often, two or three powers
fought for geostrategic dominance over Levant: the New Egyptian
Empire with the Hittite Empire, the Assyrians with the Asia Minor
powers of the early Iron Age, the Seleucids with the Ptolemies, the
Romans with the Parthians, Byzantium with Persia (under the rule of
the last Sassanids) and, later, with the Arab Caliphate, the Mamluks
with the Catholic Crusaders and the Seljuk Turks. From the 16%
century, the whole Levant fell under the imperial rule of the Ottoman
Turks who conquered much of the Middle East and North Africa,
absorbing the regional powers there and creating a kind of “Pax
Osmanica” in the form of a renewed universal Caliphate. The imperial
pacification of this area lasted until the end of World War I, when the
victorious Entente powers, on the ruins of the Ottoman Empire, drew
a new map of the entire Middle East, including the Levant (the Sykes-
Picot Plan). The borders of the states that were drawn then remain
largely unchanged to this day.
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Modern Syria does not represent a homogeneous geopolitical
entity. It is composed of several smaller geographical entities
within the Levant. While in the case of the territorial positioning of
surrounding regional powers, such as Egypt or Turkey, there is a clear
geographical connecting element (in the first case — the Nile Valley,
in the second — the Anatolian Plateau), Syria — both in a geographical
and geopolitical sense — lacks a homogeneous physical-geographic
connecting element around which it would be possible to prevail over
internal micro-fragmentations and resist external influences. On the
contrary, individual Syrian geographical micro-entities are closer
(or even represent a single entity) with the spaces in surrounding,
neighboring states, than they have any mutual connections. The Syrian
coast in the northwest of the country, with a chain of mountains and
plateaus inhabited by enclaves of Alawites, Druze and Maronites, is a
complete area only with its extension — in Lebanon, while it has very
few points of contact with the interior of the Syrian deserts. To the
east of this area is a plateau along the Orontos River and the Beka
Valley, behind which there is a new chain of mountains and plateaus
(Anti-Lebanon, Jabal al-Druze and Hawran), and, then, the oasis in
which Damascus is situated. “Damascus is located on the road corridor
that runs from Mesopotamia, from the east, through the desert to the
Lebanese coast (formerly ancient Phoenicia). It strategically controls
this direction as well as the direction to the northeast, through the semi-
desert and steppe via Homs and Hama to Aleppo, the northernmost
extremity of the ‘fertile crescent’, the Mesopotamian curved arc”
(Gaji¢ 2015, 170). The northern part of the country, located on the
upper part of the Mesopotamian arc with its center of gravity in
Aleppo, is actually closer to Anatolia than to other parts of Syria. Both
Aleppo and the province of 1dlib form an area connecting the Levant
with Asia Minor in the north and with Mesopotamia in the east, or
— through Homs as a kind of corridor — with the Mediterranean. In
other words, the coast of Syria is connected to Lebanon; the region
around Aleppo represents the vestibule of Anatolia, while the largest,
inner part of the Syrian Desert is much closer to Mesopotamia than
to other parts of its country. Therefore, the space of Syria constantly
turns towards its external centers of gravity (primarily in Anatolia
and Mesopotamia). The only historically confirmed counterbalance to
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them is Damascus as a kind of “fortified oasis”. Since ancient times,
Damascus has repeatedly asserted itself as an independent core that is,
often, able to form alliances and rely on other available external centers
of power, thus exerting its influence on peripheral areas so that they do
not merge with the surrounding, much more homogeneous and larger
geographical and geopolitical areas (Wakim 2012).

Although the modern Syrian state was created by the leading
powers of the Entente (France and England) after World War I, the core
of its existence and maintenance was the association of the Alawites
of the Levantine coast with the merchant classes in Damascus. This
alliance was only confirmed for the last fifty years under the firm
hand of the Assad family, father Hafez and son Bashar. Namely, as in
Lebanon with the Maronites, “the French encouraged a group known
as the Nizaris who lived along the harsh Syrian coast, renaming them
Alawites, in order to give them religious credibility and to induct them
into the Syrian army during the French mandate” (Bhalla 2014), and,
then, shaped the territories within their sphere of influence according
to their own colonial interests. In 1920, French created the states of
Damascus, Aleppo and the Alawite State, and, a year later, the state
of Jabal (ruled by the Druze) and the Sanjak of Alexandretta, which
was later ceded to Turkey (where it became the modern province of
Hatay). The elites in Damascus were the leaders of resistance to French
colonial rule. When the French colonial mandate ended in 1943, the
gradual unification of Damascus, Aleppo, and the Alawite and Druze
states resulted in the formation of the Syrian Arab Republic.

Despite the unifying role of Damascus, many parts of the country
remained subject to the influence of neighboring regional powers:
“The northeastern part of the country (Al-Hasakah, Al-Qamishli and
as far as the Euphrates in the east) is under the influence of Iraq; the
Aleppo region has strong millennial ties with Turkish Anatolia. The
Alawites on the coast and the inhabitants of the capital Damascus
have strongly developed relations with the merchant elite in Beirut,
the Druze with Jordan and, through it, further, with the Arab desert
tribes” (Gaji¢ 2015, 171). This situation lasted during the reign of the
Assad family, until — in drastically changed circumstances due to the
“Arab Spring” throughout the Middle East — a rebellion broke out
in Syria. Aided by external interference from all historically present
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geopolitical actors in the Levant, it grew into a protracted civil war.
The conciliatory tone of neighboring Sunni states, with the outbreak
of the conflict in Syria soon turned into open siding with the rebels.
They were led by Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkey. Seeing in their
emergence a “Sunni conspiracy” that needed to be thwarted, Tehran
immediately aligned itself with the Assad regime as its key strategic
ally. The remaining neighbors (such as Lebanon and Iraq) which had
similar structural (mostly ethnic-sectarian) problems, were indirectly
and only to a certain extent drawn into the growing conflict against
their will (Nerguizian 2014). The interest of directly involved external
powers, such as Turkey and Saudi Arabia, was obvious: the overthrow
of Assad’s government and its takeover by Sunni groups would
collapse the Shiite-Maronite alliance and suppress the emerging Iranian
hegemony in the Middle East (the so-called “Shiite arc” from Lebanon
to Iraq).

The neighboring Sunni states “played” on different factions
among the Syrian Sunnis: Qatar helped radical Islamist groups under
the ideological influence of the “Muslim Brotherhood”; Riyadh
supported both more moderate rebel groups and those close to the
Salafists; Turkey initially supported more moderate, non-Islamist
rebels such as the Free Syrian Army, especially wary of the autonomist
aspirations of the Syrian Kurds (Chiriatti 2012). Later, this country also
resorted to instrumentalizing Sunni militias such as HTS and SNA in
order to achieve its vital goals and consolidate its influence in both the
Islamist and secular camps.

On the other side stood the Assad regime in Damascus in a
firm alliance with Tehran, and, in the background, with Russia and
China, with their own strategic interests and plans. Russia sided with
Assad (it has been directly militarily engaged in civil war since 2015)
primarily because of the protection of Russia’s Cold War-era military
bases at Syria’s that were its only access to the Mediterranean (the port
of Tartus) (Trujillo 2025, 2-3), and China because of its continental
plans to build a “New Silk Road” in which relations with Iran play
an important segment. In Russia’s perspective, the fall of Syria could
eventually lead Iran into a semi-encirclement and open the way for
Western powers to influence events in the Caucasus and Central
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Asia through Sunni states and their radical “proxies”, which Moscow
resolutely opposes (4—-5). China, which sees Iran as a long-term ally
and the US and its allies as a potential threat also stood in similar
strategic positions, but with a less pronounced degree of apprehension.

On the other hand, Israel and the US have identified Iran as
the biggest regional threat. That is why the Syrian civil war has been
welcomed by them in order to permanently eliminate Iranian threat
and improve their strategic positions in this part of the world. From
the very beginning of the conflict, both powers (especially the US)
have supported rebel groups such as the Free Syrian Army and the
Kurds from the Syrian Democratic Forces. All this was done with the
aim to help power change in Syria by as moderate forces as possible
and not by radical Islamist forces with an anti-Western (including
anti-Israel) orientation, because, in this way, one dangerous opponent
would only be replaced by another, potentially even more dangerous
one. Precisely for these reasons, with intelligence support to the
rebel advance towards Damascus, the Israeli Armed Forces (IDF)
simultaneosly intensified their military operations in Syria. The Israeli
Air Force carried out over 480 combat missions that practically wiped
out Assad’s remaining arsenal of weapons and warplanes deployed
at airports and depots throughout Syrian territory, all with the aim of
disabling all military potential before it fell into the hands of the new
masters of the situation on the ground. Also, on the day of the fall of
the Assad regime, Israeli troops began an invasion of the southern part
of Syria which rests on the Golan Heights, creating a new occupied
“buffer zone” on the slopes of Mount Hebron, within easy reach of
Damascus (Al Jazeera 2024). During the advance into southern Syria,
the Israelis further destroyed all local military facilities, turning
the dominant Druze minority community into their local “proxies”
to whom they granted the construction of the newly proclaimed
autonomy. This action by Israel has drawn condemnation for violating
international law and Syria’s sovereignty from both the new authorities
in Damascus and the UN. The authorities in Tel Aviv have largely
ignored this, justifying the incursion into the territory of a neighboring
state as a necessary act aimed at protecting their own security.
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GEOPOLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF THE NEWLY
ESTABLISHED SITUATION

The key role in filling the Syrian “power vacuum” created by
the fall of Assad was played by HTS, which, with the help of the
SNA, carried out a military offensive that turned the tide of the civil
war. These are only partially reformed Islamist military formations'
that emerged in 2017 from former members of the Al Nusra Front, a
local offshoot of Al Qaeda. After the outbreak of the war in Syria, the
Al Nusra Front ruled most of the Idlib province with a strictly
Islamist policy, completely in line with its like-minded people such as
Al Zawahiri and Bin Laden. “The leaders of the ultra-radical
organization saw an opportunity to exploit Sunni Muslims to continue
their global jihadist revolution that had fallen into a dead end. The
outbreak of the “Arab Spring” in 2011 would give Al Qaeda a new
opportunity. Al Nusra established itself as one of the most organized
and effective opposition groups to the government of Bashar al-Assad.
Al Nusra soldiers were disciplined and skilled, and they captured
important cities and villages. Al Nusra operated from its earliest days
under the leadership of the current leader of HTS, Abu Muhammad
al-Jolani. He built a reputation as a charismatic leader with military
and ideological authority. Although the connection with Al Qaeda
was initially an advantage, over the years it turned out to be the main
problem why the organization could not progress” (Seri¢ 2025).
Because of all this, in the summer of 2016, Jolani announced the
severance of relations with Al Qaeda and renamed Al Nusra Front first
to Jabhat Fatah Al Sham, and later, after a number of other Islamist
groups joined, to Hayat Tahrir al Sham (HTS). The reasons for the
change were primarily pragmatic, with the aim of eliminating the
negative consequences of the connection with Al Qaeda that repelled
wider classes of Syrian Sunnis and prevented the improvement of the
international reputation of this armed formation. Also, the change of
name signaled the adaptation of Sunni radicalism to the local Syrian
context, i.e. its nationalization and distancing from global Islamism.
The strategic goal was to create a broader Sunni military movement that

! On the relationship between Islam and Islamism, see more (Lisanin 2014).
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would effectively control first the entire province of Idlib, and, then, the
wider Syrian territories. “‘However, the technical break with Al Qaeda
did not mean a real break with the ideology of radical Islamism. In
secret, the newly branded Al Nusra would continue to maintain secret
ties with Al Qaeda as well as strategic and operational cooperation.
Many key leaders and operatives retained their extremist views, which
they cosmetically adjusted to the reality on the ground. These were
tactical, not strategic changes” (Seri¢ 2025). It was precisely on the
basis of this knowledge that the Americans put HTS on the list of
terrorist organizations in 2018 (followed by the governments of most
Western countries), from which, opportunely, it was removed after the
events in December 2024, after HTS had taken control of most of Syria.

In ideological terms, HTS in addition to its tactically motivated
inclusiveness for Sunnis who are not familiar with Islamism — covertly
but undoubtedly remained loyal to its Salafist ideology of returning to
“pure Islam” and armed struggle as a legitimate path to overthrowing
non-Islamic social orders and establishing orthodox authority. In
political terms, HTS was loyal to the alternative government of the
Syrian opposition, the so-called “Syrian Salvation Government”
on whose behalf it acted, in addition to the province of Idlib, in the
provinces of Aleppo, Hama, Daraa and Damascus. During its rule
in the province of Idlib, HTS adhered to the application of a rigidly
interpreted Sharia law in all segments of society, especially with
regard to the rights of women and religious minorities. Repression
of the civilian population, confiscation of property and executions
of militants of rival armed forces characterize the rule of the HTS
(Seri¢ 2025). This was particularly pronounced after the uprising of a
part of the population in the province of Idlib in early 2024, largely due
to the previous high level of repression and misrule (Borgofioz Moya
2025). Despite a high degree of internal rigidity, the HTS is externally
characterized by a pronounced pragmatism, both in its proclaimed
efforts to resist external influences to interfere in the Syrian civil war
and in its simultaneous rapprochement with Turkey (Borgonoz Moya

2 HTS was officially removed from the list of terrorist organizations in the USA on
July 7, 2025, and in the UK on October 21, 2025. The UN Security Council did the
same on November 6, which was followed by EU member states at the end of 2025
(Zelina 2025).
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2025) and the armed groups that are under Turkey’s direct control or
predominant influence.

The leading military formation of this type is the SNA. It is a
coalition of opposition fighters, defectors from the Assad camp and
local warlords, armed and financed by Turkey and with extensive
assistance from regular Turkish troops in the Turkish-Syrian border
areas. The SNA has been the main armed force in the fighting in
northern Syria against both Assad loyalists and Kurdish guerrillas,
Turkey’s main opponents. Despite its fragmented structure and lack
of ideological unity, the SNA has provided the rebels with essential
support in terms of manpower and logistics.

Then, there is the Druze militia, a regional paramilitary
formation that has sporadically fought against the regular Syrian army
on the southern operational front. Largely neutral during most of the
civil war, Druze militia protected its own ethnic areas, prevented the
recruitment of its own tribesmen into Assad’s troops and provided
supplies to its opponents. In the crucial days of early December 2024,
it made a breakthrough towards Suwadah (Reuters 2024a).

In addition to them, there are, of course, the Kurdish armed
forces, better known as the SDF. They represent a coalition of
Kurdish and Arab militias in the northeast of the country that not only
successfully resisted Assad’s reintegration of this part of Syria into a
single political space, but also, simultaneously, waged fierce clashes
with Turkish regular troops and the SNA. The Kurdish forces were the
main ally of the US in the fight against ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant) during the second decade of the 21* century. The main goal
of the Kurds in Syria is to maintain autonomous rule over the areas
they control in the style of the “Erbil autonomy” that has existed in
Iraqi Kurdistan for a long time, and which would be recognized by the
central government in Damascus. Since the Kurdish forces are strongly
influenced by the PKK (Kurdish Workers’ Party) as a separatist force
in neighboring Turkey (where they are considered a terrorist group),
Ankara and the SNA see the SDF as their main opponent in Syria.

During the opposition’s final offensive on Damascus, the
Kurds coordinated their war effort against Assad with HTS and its
leader, Jolani al-Sharaa, they agreed to mutual tolerance, recognizing
HTS authority over all of Syria, but not giving up the degree of self-
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government they had achieved. On March 10, 2025, the SDF signed an
agreement with the new interim government in Damascus to participate
in joint state institutions. This was preceded by a series of clashes with
pro-Turkish armed factions. Namely, the SNA, shortly after the fall
of Assad, organized an offensive against Kurdish territories that led
to the capture of Manbij (Reuters 2024b) on December 11. Through
the mediation of the transitional and then the interim government led
by Muhammad Al-Bashir and the new President of Syria, Jolani al-
Sharaa (elected on this position on January 25, 2025), the conflicts in
the northeast Syria were frozen (Reuters 2025) during 2025, only to
flare up again at the turn of 2026. An offensive by government forces
supported by the SNA and special units of the Turkish army followed.
It ended in a heavy defeat of the Kurdish forces and the loss of a large
part of the territory they had previously controlled.

Other clashes took place between the remaining players of
Syria’s protacted conflict: first, in late February and early April 2025,
Druze militias clashed with regular Syrian military troops around the
Suwada governorate. It all ended with a negotiated ceasefire between
Damascus and the Druze (Campa et al. 2025). The Druze fighting with
the Bedouins, however, served as a pretext for a new intervention by
government troops in the Suwada area in July 2025. This resulted in
the deaths of a large number of Druze civilians. Israeli troops took
new “proxy” under their protection and carried out airstrikes on Syrian
tanks in this area. Finally, in retaliation, the IDF bombed government
buildings in Damascus itself, until the latter gave up trying anything in
the Druze-controlled areas (Holmes 2025).

In the coastal belt of Syria, near Latakia and along the Syrian-
Lebanese border, frequent clashes began to break out during the
spring between the remnants of Assad loyalists (the Syrian Popular
Resistance) and government troops. Repression against Alawites by the
Sunni majority, including mass atrocities, has dramatically increased.
Since the beginning of the year, the reorganisation of once elite Syrian
units such as the “Tiger Forces” under the command of al-Hassan
(Suheil Salman al-Hassan), a hardened Special Forces commander
once loyal to Bashar al-Assad has been increasingly visible in the areas
inhabited by Alawites. These troops, after the fall of the regime, went
underground and regrouped (like the Republican Guard after the fall of

123



THE POLICY OF NATIONAL SECURITY pp. 111-135

Saddam Hussein in Iraq in 2003). They maintain ties with their foreign
war allies, Russia and Iran, waiting for favorable circumstances to
intensify their actions (Lopez de Miguel 2025, 157-158).

Overall, the situation for the new authorities in Syria — although
armed conflicts have become less frequent — is far from stable. Three
possible directions of a new escalation of the war remain open:
1) escalation between the Sunni central government and the remaining
Assad loyalists in the areas inhabited by Alawites and Christians
(the coast of Syria); 2) escalation between the Sunni central
government and the Druze (supported by the Israelis) in the south of
the country; and 3) a new continuation of the conflict between the
Sunni central government and its pro-Turkish allies and Turkey with
the Kurds in the northeast of the country (ACAPS 2025).

GEOPOLITICAL POSITIONS OF EXTERNAL
ACTORS IN NEWLY EMERGING CIRCUMSTANCES

The December regime change in Damascus directly caused a
change in the balance of power at the Syrian geopolitical crossroads.
A temporary “power vacuum” was created in which, for the time
being, the opposition forces supported by external actors with different
interest projections gained the upper hand. All of this will cause a
whole series of consequences for the geopolitical situation in the entire
Levant and the Middle East as well as in other regions of the world.
What is important to note is that the situation in Syria remains very
volatile and unstable, and that the competition between external and
internal actors continues.

Assad’s downfall hit Iran hardest: it was a strategic defeat and the
push of Iranian influence from the Levant back towards Mesopotamia
(Borgofioz Moya 2025). The “Shiite arc” connecting Lebanon (and
Iran’s ally Hezbollah) with Iran via Iraq and Syria was, for the time
being, severed. Hezbollah suffered significant losses in a clash with the
Israeli army in 2024; Iran’s minority allies in Syria were driven from
power, hidden, illegal, and subjected to repression. Iraq, with its Shiite
majority, is now the last area of Iran’s external defense against a hostile
coalition of Westerners, Israelis and Sunni monarchies. Although
Tehran’s relations with Assad have deteriorated in recent years due
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to his attempts to reach out to the Sunni Gulf states, Iran certainly did
not need to lose an increasingly unreliable ally. His downfall in Syria
allowed the country’s airspace to serve as a staging ground for Israeli
airstrikes in the short-lived Iran-Israel conflict of the Twelve-Day War
(June 13-24, 2025). As a result, Iran will be forced to increasingly
rely on non-state actors throughout the Middle East. This will further
complicate the already bad relations between countries throughout
the region.

Russia is another major power that, although to a much lesser
extent than Iran, is at a loss due to the change of government in Syria.
Russia has recently been dissatisfied with Assad’s cooperation after the
Russians prevented his fall in 2015 with its direct military influence,
helped him defeat ISIS and regain control over most of the country
(Trujillo 2025). However, for Russia, Syria (especially after the start
of the war in Ukraine) is of lesser importance: estimates that Russia’s
reputation in this part of the world will not drastically decline due to the
fall of Assad are not unfounded, just as the threat of Islamist spillover
to Russia is significantly lower than a decade ago, especially in the
context that relations between Moscow and Ankara have improved
drastically in the meantime.

Russia is primarily interested in preserving its Mediterranean
military bases in Tartus and Hmeimim, so it is trying to come to an
agreement with the new masters of the situation in Damascus on this
issue (Borgofioz Moya 2025). For now, they are showing good will not
to spoil relations with Russia because, in the long term, their prospects
are uncertain enough that they do not need to have another great power
against them that could, otherwise, be on good terms with Damascus.
In the event that they are pushed off the Syrian coast, the Russians
have an alternative in Libya (with their ally general Haftar) from where
they can project their influence throughout the Mediterranean, the
Middle East and, most importantly, the Sahel and Sub-Saharan Africa.
However, the current situation in Syria weakens Russian plans related
to supporting Iran in the face of threats from the West.

The most striking geopolitical winner from the change of power
in Syria is Turkey (Borgofioz Moya 2025). It has systematically
supported the opposition military groups that took power in Damascus
and overthrew Assad who was deeply hated by Ankara. However,
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the Syrian situation for Turkey is far from desirable: HTS, the main
faction of the current government, is not under direct Turkish control
but only a tactical ally ideologically distant from Turkey and closer to
Qatar and the Saudis. Turkey’s real “proxies” are those from the SNA.
However, members of SNA are rooted only in the north of the country
and marginal among the majority Sunni population. Problems with
the Kurds from the SDF in the northeast of the country, although the
military operations after the thawing of the conflict bore fruit, remain
because the USA and Israel are, to some extent, behind the Kurds.
The fall of the Assad regime left Syria unstable and fragmented in
the long term, with de facto Kurdish autonomy established, which the
authorities in Damascus initially tolerated but which Turkey fiercely
opposes.

The Gulf states, primarily Qatar and Saudi Arabia, supported
the opposition forces in overthrowing Assad in order to reduce Iranian
influence in the region. The power-grabbing of HTS led by Al-Sharaa
Jolani as the new president of Syria was seen in these countries as a
great success that opens up new opportunities for cooperation and
rapprochement between Arab Sunnis (Hassan 2025, 17-18). However,
the extremist traits of both the new authorities and their opponents
create fears of further developments. If the newly established order
collapses and the Syrian state again breaks up into several regions with
many militant factions, including various Islamist groups, the Gulf
States could find themselves in a situation where they lose all influence
in this area. In such a development of events, these states would be
forced to change their geostrategic position and foreign policy goals,
probably trying to build new relationships with their main regional
rivals — Turkey and Iran.

Israel is also strategical winner because of the regime change
in Damascus. “The Shiite arc” has been cut; the military capabilities
of the Syrian army have been crippled for many years by precision
bombing; by occupying southern Syria, as far as Hebron, and especially
by turning the Druze into its “proxies” (Borgofioz Moya 2025),
Damascus has been in Israeli’s sight. However, the long-term prospects
for Israel are not bright at all: Bashar’s regime, Alawite-Shiite, was
non-extremist; the new regime is made up of Islamist radicals dressed
in secular clothes with Turkey behind them. In the long term, one
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major hostile power, Iran, may be replaced by another, Turkey, equally
hostile to Israel and sympathetic to Hamas and the Palestinians. All
of this is driving Israel to work to further destabilize the situation and
foster territorial fragmentation in the country, primarily by supporting
minorities such as the Kurds and Druze. This, however, is increasingly
turning Israelis against the Sunni majority and its Turkish patrons.

Throughout the civil war, the USA sided with opposition groups
in their attempt to overthrow Bashar al-Assad, primarily with the Kurds
from the SDF who were key US allies in the fight against various
Islamist radicals, especially those from ISIS. Although Washington
sees the fall of Assad as its success, there is also a clear awareness
that the new circumstances complicate the achievement of further
strategic goals in the region (Borgonioz Moya 2025). Only rhetorically
cooperative, “skillful” radicals with whom US had been at war until
recently are in power; the Turkish ally from NATO is waiting for an
opportunity to deal with the Kurds and is not afraid of a new, ultimate
confrontation (directly or through “proxies”) with the Americans
on Syrian soil; the US main ally, Israel, is pursuing an excessively
belligerent policy that could easily backfire on the Americans
throughout the Middle East; the problems with the “Iranian arch” cut
off in Syria are far from resolved.

There is also a whole range of non-state, mostly paramilitary
actors: ISIS (Bajagi¢ 2014), although it has suffered a heavy defeat,
is slowly rearing its head again in the Levant and Mesopotamia (Al
Jazeera 2025). With two-three thousand active fighters and around nine
thousand of them detained, ISIS re-established its cells in the newly
emerging political fragmentation and began a series of activities in
the areas where it was once strongest, in the regions around Raqqa,
Dar al-Zor and Hasakah. During the year before the fall of the Assad
regime, the terrorist attacks (around 700 of them) of this group
tripled compared to the previous period. Although ISIS’s insurgent
activities are still “low-intensity”, they are deadly and pose a serious
threat to the new regime in Damascus, especially if they manage to
free their comrades from the prison camps in Al-Hol and Roy, thereby
strengthening the number of their fighting formations (Sthuni 2025).

HTS, enthroned in power in Damascus, still maintains barely
concealed ties with Al Qaeda and, despite its inclusive rhetoric, has
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in its leadership people who dream of restoring an Islamist Caliphate.
Their main opponents until yesterday, the Kurdish militias from the
SDF do not give up their ambitions to legalize the autonomy created
on the ground, for which they encounter bitter resistance from both the
new authorities in Damascus and Turkey itself. However, the patronage
of the US and Israel has limited the continuation of hostilities and
conflicts. The possibility of legalizing territorial autonomy into a kind
of Kurdish “state within a state” is also of concern to neighboring Iraq,
where the Kurds already have a won autonomous status, the so-called
“Kurdish Regional Government” that could move towards deepening
autonomy towards the creation of a Kurdish independent state with
the prospect of joining Syrian and Turkish Kurds, the largest ethnic
minorities in those states.

INSTEAD OF A CONCLUSION: WHAT ARE
THE LONG-TERM GEOPOLITICAL TRENDS
IN POST-ASAD SYRIA?

The change of power in Syria occurred primarily due to the
weakening of the former regime because of a whole series of causes
such as: a stalemate on the battlefield, fatigue and deep disillusionment
of the population with the regime, economic collapse and corruption,
Bashar al-Assad’s inflexibility in finding a compromise solution with
most of the other warring factions, turning his back and betraying his
key allies, and the Alawites’ unwillingness — after disproportionately
high casualties — to continue dying so that the regime could conquer
areas that they did not care about at all. The strengthening of the war
antagonists and their alliance, on the other hand, was a consequence of
the coincidence of interests of external players (Turkey, Israel, Saudi
Arabia and the USA). This created a synergy effect only in their plans
to overthrow the regime in Damascus: after Assad’s fall their interests,
to a greater or lesser extent, directly contradict each other. To a certain
extent, the fall of Assad is due to a change in the balance of power
between external forces, that is the reduction in the power of his allies
(Hezbollah in Lebanon) or a reduction of interests (of Russia, which
turned its priority to Ukraine and neglected the Middle East) or both
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interest and power (of Iran, which had less and less desire to decisively
defend a regime that had proven unreliable and treacherous).

Therefore, the current circumstances and their prospects can
hardly lead to any futher significant change in the balance of power in
the region, especially outside of the Levant. Although Iran has lost the
most among regional powers and Turkey and Israel have gained the
most, neither side has acheived such an advantage nor are the others
so harmed that it would fundamentally change the regional balance of
power (the conflict between Israel and Iran in June 2025 confirms that).
The leading great powers — the USA, Russia and China — although
they have their interests in the Levant and the Middle East, in the
coming period see their main priorities in other world regions; they, at
least until the end of 2025, don’t want to get deeply involved in direct
competition in order to bring the advantage to any of the “middle”
powers in the region.

By surrrendering power to “adapted” Islamists from HTS in
coalition with their “proxies” does not promise that their regime will
be loyal to anyone in the long run, nor more stable and long-lasting.
Turkey can count only on the SNA as its real allies and not on Jolani
(4bu Mohammed al-Jolani) and HTS. The Americans can only partially
count on the Kurds, and the Israelis on the Druze. The Alawites are on
the defensive, regrouping and looking at how and with whose help to
preserve those areas of Syria which are important to them. Russia is
ready, with extreme pragmatism, to improve relations with any actor
that allows it to have a presence in the bases in the Mediterranean.
Russia does not care much about its regional reputation, because, in
its global scale, it is mostly gained and lost in Ukraine, and the minor
decline in its prestige in the region due to a downfall of unreliable ally
is, from the Kremlin’s point of view, bearable and repairable.

Seen from a broader perspective, Jolani and HTS represent only
a fragile coalition of radicals who made a new deal with the Damascus
elite at a time when the latter, realizing Assad’s exhaustion, reached
out for a replacement. However, the new government’s reach is
even more limited than Assad’s: it is unable to fully reintegrate the
Kurdish part of the Syrian territories (as Turkey and its “proxy” players
would like); it has completely lost control of the south of the country
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occupied by the Israelis (granting its Druze “proxies” on the ground
de facto independence while keeping Damascus in its sight); apart from
reprisals, they are unable to permanently pacify the Alawite coastal
areas of Syria.

In the medium term, after the situation is reconsiled while
maintaining the status quo, further destabilization of Syria is possible
with the outbreak of new conflicts on the Sunni-Alawite, Sunni-Druze
and Sunni-Kurdish lines. This would further drag all the previous
winners of the Syrian geopolitical upheaval, with the exception of
Israel (which strives for a permanent weakening and instability of the
situation in Syria, according to the principle of “the worse — the better”)
into a new round of violence in the territory of this country — with no
prospect of anyone becoming the final winner that can significantly
change the situation on the ground. Syria is now turned into country
divided into more or less autonomous Kurdish region (under American
patronage), a de facto independent Druze region (under direct Israeli
occupation) and a largest but confusing, factionally divided areca
inhabited by Arab Sunnis. If, in such a situation, the Alawites along the
coast were to find allies strong enough to raise their heads once again
— Syria would de facto break up into its constituent micro-geographical
parts: the coastal Alawite region, the Kurdish region, the Druze region,
the region around Aleppo and the region around Damascus.

The regional strengthening of neo-Ottoman Turkey is only
partial and is more a consequence of a combination of circumstances
than a solid reality: Turkey is already deeply involved in a long-term
sectarian war in the Levant from which it is difficult to get out. In
the long term, it could easily lead to a conflict with the USA and
Israel. Such a development would permanently weaken Turkish power
and make it incapable of becoming more significantly militarily and
politically involved in other geopolitical regions that are also important
to Ankara (the Caucasus, Central Asia, the Balkans). This does not
mean that Turkey carried away by the strengthening of its positions
in the Levant cannot set off to realize its plans in other areas; but this
will be possible mostly through diplomatic and economic-political
activities, because its military center of gravity will be anchored along
its southern borders, linked to the Kurdish issue, for a long time.
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As for Iran, its regional weakening is evident, but not irreparable
in the long term. In its desire to reconnect the “Shiite arc”, at least
in part, Tehran will have to play a patient game, rely on non-state
actors and assess whether it is better for it to support the Alawites in
creating their own independent state than to try to influence the central
government in Damascus which has proven to be fragile and prone to
collapse. The Gulf monarchies, the weakest of the external players,
can only count on the growth of their prestige among the Sunnis in
the Levant and little more than that; instead of exalting themselves,
they would be better off preparing for the disappointment that they
will experience from their only superficially “washed” offspring
who is gaining its first serious experience in international relations
real-politics.
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XPOHOJIOT'HJA TAJA PEXKUMA
N BEIOBH Y3POLIU

Cupwujcku rpahaHCKH paT MpeCTaBiba jETHO OF TESKHUIITHUX
MecTa CBETCKOI TEONOJIMTHYKOr HaaMerama y 21. Beky. Ilocme
neroronuimne (2019-2024) nar nozunuje, cykoO je ymao y HOBY,
TypOyJieHTHY (ha3y Koja je u3MeHusa npupoay Biactu y Cupuju u
PETHOHANIHY CUTYAIH]y, aJTH U HIMPEe F'eONOIIMTHYKO OKpyxkeme (Lopez
de Miguel 2025, 148-149). Y oBom pamy mokymahemo aa, kopuctehn
MOJIeN KJIACHYHE TeONOIUTHYKE aHaIn3e, younMo Moryhe mocienume
HOBOHACTAJIOT cTamba Y CHPHjU KaKo Ha PETHOHAIHY T'€OIOIINTHYKY
JUHAMHUKY TakO M Ha OKOJIHE PErHOHEe, CTpaTelIKe IO3HIIHje
HajBa)KHUjUX MeljyHapoaHux cy0jekara, Kao U Ha YKYIHY TIOOaIHy
0e30eTHOCTH.

VY poky ox caMmo jegaHaecT maHa pekuM bamrap An Acama
(Bashar al-Assad) (xoju je mom KOHTPOJIOM Aprxkao oko 70% cupujcke
TEPUTOPH]jE) Ce pacrao; MPOCTOp KOjU je 0 Taja KOHTPOIUCAO I1a0
j€ y PyKe CYHHUTCKHX MOOYyH-EHUKA MpeABO)eHNX MHJINTAHTHMA W3
rpynie XTC (Hayat Tahrir Al-Sham), panukaaHUM UCIaMHUCTUMA
3 Hekamammwer ®ponrta An Hycpa (Al-Nusra Front) xoju cy
packuHyH cBoje Bede ca An Kaunom (4Al-Qaeda) n ycmepunu ce
BUIIIE y TIpaBIly aparckor HaruoHanu3ma. [Ipeokper je modeo 27.
HoBemOpa 2024. ronune: Taga je XTC, 3ajeqHo ca MOOyHEHUIIIMA
n3 CHA — Cupujckom HarmoHaiaHoM apmujoM (Syrian National
Army), KOju Cy JIO Taja JpXKald MamU JCO CHUPHU]CKE TCPUTOPH]C
(mMaxom y mpoBuHIMjKU Mnuin6), 3amouenu cBojy odaH3UBY Ipema
Arerry. MymeBHUTa orepaliija, moTIoMorayTa TypckoM U3 Mo3anHe,
cMepala je Ja MCKOPUCTH omnajajyhy cHary BiaJnHUX TpyIla U HheHe
ciabamne ondopambene nosunuje Ha cesepy Cupuje. [loOymenunu cy
Beoma Op30 3ay3enu npeocTanu aeo npoBuHurje Mannb u 3HauajHu
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pocTtop oko Asena. CupHjcka BOjcKa — pa3BydeHa Ty TEPUTOPHje
KOjy je KOHTpOJIMCalia U pa3jeInbeHa YHYTPAIIbUM Io/iejlaMa — HUje
Ouna y cramy Ja npyxu uone epuxacauju ornop. Beh 29. noBembOpa
MOOYH-EHUIIM Cy 3alovelid CBOj mpoaop y Aserno rpan kora cy 2016.
TOIMHE, Y3 MYKOTPITHE M JyroTpajHe 0opOe, y CBOj IOCe/1 MOBpaTHIIe
BimaauHe cHare. I1ag oBor Benukor rpanga Beh cyTpagaH CHTHAIN3UPAO
je He3ayCTaBJBMBO ypyIllaBame BOjHE MOhH CHpHjCKOT pekuMa. Y UCTO
BpeMe, TOOYHESHUIIM U3 JY’KHOT JIeja 3eMJbE 3all0YeNIH Cy COIICTBEHY
oanzuBy u 3ay3enu rpanose Hapa u CyBana.

AcaioB pexxuM 3arnodeo je KoHTpaodan3upy 1. nemnemoOpa.
b joj je 6uo ma moBparu U3ryOJbEHY TEPHUTOPH]Y, ald Ce OHa
CBEJIa Ha OrpaHUYEHE aBHO-yJape U IperpynucaBame TpyIa mpemMa
HOBOOCBOjeHHUM MOOYHEHUYKUM TI0JIOKajuMa. buio je jacHo yo4sprBO
Jla CUPHjCKOj apMHjH HEIOCTaje U JbYJICTBA U TEXHHUKE Ja jOIIl jeTHOM
[IPEOKPEHE CUTYalHjy Y CBOjy KOPHUCT. ACaJ0BU JOTAJAIlbU ITIABHU
caBe3Huly, Pycuja u Mpan, okiieBain cy v MpoLeHUBaId HOBOHACTAIIE
MIPUIMKE: PycKa aBUjaldja ce yIycThuia y BeoMa OrpaHndeHo 60pOeHO
nejcTtBo, mok cy Mpanmu, ymecTto BOjHE MoMohw, TIOHYIUIN CaMo
TUIUIOMaTcKe yciyre. Xesz0omax, AcaloBH IIUUTCKU JIMOAHCKH
CaBEe3HUK, OMO je 3a0KyIJbeH CBOJUM jaJIOM YCJel BHUIIEMECCUHUX
cyko0a ca HW3paeiCcKuM Tpynama y jyxHoMm JluOany. Y TakBuM
OKOJTHOCTHMA, CyHUTCKH MOOYH-CHUIM Cy HACTABWIIU CBOjYy O(haH3UBY.

Hsmehy 2. u 4. neuemOpa 2024. rogune XTC u HUXOBH
CaBE3HUITU JTOIaTHO CY UCKOPUCTUIIN CBE CITA00CTH CHPH]CKE BOjCKE,
HacTaBJbajyhu cBOj IPOIOp HA jyTY, KA CTPATEIIKN BaKHO] XaMH, MECTY
rre je 2011. roguHe u 3anmoueo rpahancku par. Xama je mana y pyke
nodymeHuka 5. geuemopa. [Iponop nodymeHuka ce 1ajbe yCMepHo Ka
XoMCy, CTpaTelIKH jOoUI BaKHU]EeM Ipady KOjUu MpeIcTaBiba PaCKPCHUILY
u3mely npuobasHor, anaButckor jaeina Cupuje ca JlaMackoM U HBerOBUM
MyCTUELCKUM 3alicheM. Beh 6. mememOpa XoMmc ce Hamao y mOTITyHOM
OKpYXKeHY, Aa O ce, TaH KacHHUje, mocaaa y rpaxy npenana. OBo je
OMO KJbYYHHU TPEHYTaK y o(aH3MBH: YMECTO Ja OpaHH MPECTOHUILY,
CHpHjCKa BOjCKa je OACTyIHIIa U 1ovesa Aa ce pacnazna; bamap an Acaj
je 7. neuemOpa aBUOHOM MOOETao U3 3eMJbE, TAKO J1a Cy OOyHEeHUUKE
kosioHe Beh 8. jeremMOpa ymapiiupana y TpeCcTOHHILY U MPOTJIACHIIC
nobexny. Tume je OKOHYAaHO MOJIa BeKa BIIaaBUHE MOpoaune Acaa Hax
Cupujom.

[Ta cy 6min y3poIy OBako Harvie MPOIAcTH PEXHMa KOjH ce
YIIOPHO OAP>KaBao Ha BIACTH AyKe o1 13 MpeTXOAHMX PaTHUX roguHa?
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VY npBoMm peny, OHH ce MOTy HahH y HCHPIUBEHOCTH CHPH)CKE IpKaBe
yCIIe] ITIEHUjCKOT PaTHOT CyK00a, ajy M 3ala/IHAX CaHKIMja KOjH Cy
0CJIabMIIN PEeKUM B y EKOHOMCKOM, IIOJIMTUYKOM M BOJHOM CMHUCITY
(Borgofioz Moya 2025), Haume, Cupwuja je u npe rpalhanckor para
“MaJa BellMKe MpoodiieMe ca CUCTEMATCKOM KOPYIIIIH]OM, XPOHUYHOM
He3armocieHomhy u ypymaBameM QyHKITHOHUCAka JaBHUX CITY'KOM.
VY paTHHM yCJIOBHMa, CBE OBO CaMoO C€ jOII JOAATHO IOTOPIIAO.
Pexxumcka pemnpecuja mocTajia je jeIMHU TPUCTYI pelIaBamby
HaroMuJaHUX IpodiieMa, o Kojux cy Hajsehn Ounm oHM Be3aHu 3a
JIOIIE €KOHOMCKO yNpaBJbalkbe W HEeMOTrYhHOCT Ja ce CTHMYIHILE
MIPUBPEIHU pacT ycliel, n3Mel)y ocTanor, 4uBpcTe yKOPEHhEHOCTH MpPEXke
MPUBIJICTOBAHUX CJI0j€Ba HACYIPOT OCHPOMAIICHOM MHOIITBY. TOKOM
rpahanckor para cupujcku b/{I1 (bpyTo npymTBeHu mpou3Bom) mao je
3a yntaBux §7%, 0e3 MKaKBHX HM3IVIeNa J1a ce TCH/CHIUja IPEOKPEHE
(Dzulhisham 2024, 2). Ipyru Ba)xHH y3pOK c1a00CTH peKUMa JISKA0
j€ y HeroBoM BEIIMKOM OCJIaamby Ha CIIOJbHE CaBE3HHMKE Kao IITO CY
Pycuja u Upan, anu, ipe u U3HaJ CBEra, y BEroBoj HeeJaCTUIHOCTH
1 HECTIOCOOHOCTH J1a TIOCTUTHE KOMIIPOMHUCE Ca CYKOOJbEHHM PaTHUM
(bpakijaMa TOKOM MHPOBHUX IperoBopa y AcTaHu, 3aapkaBajyhu
CBOj€ MaKCUMAJIMCTHUKE, HEpEaTHEe MO3HIIH]je KOje FheHU CaBEe3HUIN
HUCY XTelId HM MOINMM Aa mnonpke. Ha cBe To HamoBezano ce
CYNapHUYKO jauar-e Koje je mojprxkaia HeoocMaHucTuuka Typcka, Kao u
HITeTa KOjy je IMMUTCKUM caBe3HunmMa y JInbany Haneo M3paen. Mako
Cy, V CyIITHHU, Mel)yCOOHO CYMpOTCTaBJbEHE, CTPATETH]E CITOJFHUX
MTOKPOBHTEJhA IMOOYH-CHHUKA JOBEJE CYy 10 Y OBHM OKOJHOCTHMA JI0
CHHEPTHjCKOT e(eKTa y MpaBIly HBUXOBOT jadyama; CBE TO je, y 30upy,
JI0BEJIO J10 (HE)OUEeKHBaHOT PAaTHOT 00pTa.

Kako O0ucMmo camienanu reonojinTuuke nepcrektuse Cupuje
HAaKOH paTHOT MPEOKpEeTa U HEHE IIHMpEe MOCIEINIIE, HEOTXOTHO je
MIPETXOAHO Pa3yMeTH CHUPH]CKY KIACHYHY T€OIIOINTUYKY TTO3HIIH]Y
y okBHUpY nipocTtopa JleBanra. Mmajyhwm je y Buny, Ouhe Ham moryhe
Jla caryielaMoO MHTEpECHE MPOjeKIIje CaBpEMEHNX PETHOHATHUX U
CBETCKMX aKTe€pa Yy HOBOHACTAJIIUM IPHJIMKama, Kao M Ja YOUHUMO
nocrojehe u Hacrajyhe mporuBypeuHoctu. Tek Tako u Tana hemo
outu y MmoryhHoCTH J1a carieaamMo Moryhe mupe rmocieauie npoMeHe
TCONOIMTHIKHX Tprinka y Cupuju.
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I'EOINIOJIMTUYKHU 3HAYAJ CUPUJE HA JIEBAHTY:
NCTOPUJCKE U CABPEMEHE TEHAEILIUJE

ITpocrop JleBanTa caunmaBa KOHTAKTHU JIEO OJIMCKOUCTOUYHOT
Pumnanna (Makinder 2009) ca Cpeio3eMHUM MOPEM IIPEKO Kora ce
Aswnja moBesyje ca EBporoM. Y3 Cupujy kao apxkaBy Koja 00yxBara
Hajsehn neo JleBanTa, oBaj nmpoctop umHe jorn u Jluban, [lanectuna
u Jopaan. JIeBaHT je OKpy>KeH ca YETHPH jJaCHO YOuJbHBE reorpagcke
LIeJIMHE KOje MPEeACTaBJbajy HCTOPHjCKE PErHOHAIHE TeOTIOTUTHIKE
LIEHTpE: Ha ceBepy je Maia Asuja, Ha HCTOKY Mecomnoramuja (1 u3a
we — [lepcuja), Erumar je Ha jyry, a Aparcko MmojgyocTpBO Ha HETOBOM
jyrouctoky. JIeBaHT je, y CTBapu, y KOHTHHEHTAJIHUM pa3Mepama
jeman Manm (Mel)y)IpocTop Koju pecTaBiba TeaTap 3a TEOTIOTUTHIKO
HaJMeTama PErHOHAJIHUX CHia Ha cpedmeM Jeny Pumnanga. YV
Pa3IMYUTUM UCTOPHjCKUM MOMEHTUMA, OH IOCTaje WM ,,IUICH” je[HE
ox peoBnal)yjyhux pernoHaHUX CHJIa WM, Y CIIy4ajy yCIIOCTaBJbEHE
paBHOTeXe cHara u3Mely BUX, CBOjeBpCHA ,,TAMITOH 30Ha™ KOjOM ce
pasrpann4aBajy muxoBu yTuraju (Tzarias 2019).

Hctopuja JleBaHTa je mcTOpHja HaaMeTara BEIMKHUX CHIIA
3a KOHTpOIy oBor mpocropa. Hajuemthe cy ce 3a reocrtparemky
JOMHHAIMjy HaJl UM Oopuie 1Be uiu Tpu cuie: HoBoernmarcko
LApCTBO ca XEeTUTCKUM IIaPCTBOM, ACHPIIU Ca MaJl0a3HjCKUM CHIaMa
pasor rBoO37cHOr n100a, Ceneykuau ca [ltomomejuma, Pumibanu
ca ITaphanuma, Buzanrtuja ca Ilepcujom (o BIagaBUHOM 3aTEBUX
Cacannma), a motoM ® ca aparnckuMm Kammdarom, Mamenynu ca
katonnykuM kpctamuma 1 Typuuma Cenrynnma. Ox 16. Beka npocTop
JleBanTa motmnao je moja uMiepujandy siaact Typaka OcMmaHnja Koju
cy 3aBnajanu BequkuM jaenoM biuckor Mctoka u CeepHe Adpuke,
,,TyTajyhn” TamMomnime pernoHagHe CHIIe U CTBapajyhm cBOjeBpCHH
,,OcMmancku mup” (Pax Osmanica) y BULy OOHOBJBEHOT YHHUBEP3aTHOT
Kamugara. Imnepujana manmurkanyja oBor mpocropa Tpajaja je cBe
1o kpaja [IpBor cBeTckor para, kajga he modeqauuke cuiie AHTaHTe, Ha
pasBamrHama OCMaHCKOT LIapCTBa, HCLUPTATH HOBY Mally Lesior biauckor
uctoka, ykipyuyjyhu JleBant (Cajke-ITukos mnan — Sykes-Picot Plan).
I'panuiie npxaBa koje he Taga OuTu Hamprane octahe yriaBHOM
HEIPOMEH-CHE /10 JaHAIIBUX JaHA.

Caspemena Cupwja He TIpeICTaBIba XOMOTEHY I'€OMOIUTHIKY
uenuny. by, y okBupy JleBaHTta, ynHe BHILIEC MambUX reorpadckux
obnactu. [Jox y ciyyajy TEpUTOPHjaIHOT MPOCTHPama OKOJIHUX

115



IOJINTHKA HALJHOHAJIHE FE3FE/[HOCTH cmp. 111-135

pernoHanHux cuna, nonyt Erunrta wmmu Typcke, mocToju jacaH
reorpadcku Be3yjyhu enemenT (y mpBoM cirydajy — To je ponuHa Huma,
y ApyroMm — aHajoJicka BucopaBaH), Cupuju — u y reorpackom u
TEOTIOJINTHYKOM CMHCITY — HEIOCTaje XOMOTEeHH (PH3HUKO-Teorpad)cKu
,,Be&XKyhU ejeMeHT” 0Ko Kora Ou OMsI0 Moryhie npeoBnagaTH yHyTpalimbhe
MHKpO(parMeHTanmje 1 OJI0JICTH CIIOJbHUM yIUTMBUMA. Hanpotus,
MOjeINHE CUPHjCKe Teorpadcke MUKPOIIENHHE ONrKe Cy (WIH, Jak,
MPECTaBIbajy jeIHy IEIUHY) ca MPOCTOPUMA Y OKOJTHUM, CYCEITHUM
Ip’kaBama, Hero mro uMmajy mehycoone Bese. CHpHjCcKO mpUMOpje
Ha ceBepo3arnajay 3eMJbe, ca JIAHLEM IUJIaHWHAa W BHCOpPaBHHUMA Y
KOjUMa JKMBE €HKJaBe AuaButa, /py3a u MaponwuTa, npeacTaBiba
IIEJIOBUT IIPOCTOP CaMO Ca CBOJUM MPOAYKETKOM — ca JImbaroMm, Mok
ca YHyTpammoIihy CHpHjcKe TyCTHEE UMajy BPJIO MAJIO TOAUPHUX
Tayaka. MIcTOYHO 07T OBOT TMOJpPyYja CMEIITEHA j¢é BUCOPABAH YK
peke Opontoc u nonuHe beka, m3a Koje ce Hama3W HOBU JIaHALl
IJIaHWHA U BUcopaBHU (AHTH-JIuOaH, [laGan an [py3 u Xaspan), a
TEK OHJa 0a3a y Kojoj je cmemteH Jlamack. ,,Jlamack je cMemTeH Ha
ITyTHOM KOPUJIOPY Koju u3 MecoroTamuje, ca UCTOKa, KPO3 MyCTHIY
He MyT JUO0aHCKOT TpuMopja (Hekaganmke npesHe Oennkuje). OH
CTpAaTeIIKK HAI3Upe OBaj MpaBall, Kao U MpaBall Ha CEBEPOUCTOK, KPO3
MOJTYNYCTHIbY U CTeNy Ipeko Xomca u Xame 10 Allena, HajceBEepHHUjer
OKpajka ‘IUIOJHOr TMojiyMecela’, MECOMOTAMCKOT HaKPHUBJHEHOT
nyka” (Gaji¢ 2015, 170). CeBepHu J1c0 3eMJbE, CMEIITEH HA TOPHEM
JIeIy MECOIOTaMCKOT JIyKa, ca TPaBUTAIMOHUM IICHTPOM y AJrerry,
3ampaBo je Ommkn AHamonuju Hero ApyruM nenosuma Cupuje. U on
(1 mpoBuHIIMja M nnn6) unHe MecTo mmoBe3nBama JleBanta ca Mayom
AszujoM Ha ceBepy u ca MeconoramujoM Ha VICTOKY, OTHOCHO — TIPEKO
Xomca Kao CBOjEBPCHHM KOpHIOpPOM — ca Meautepanom. Jpyrum
peunma, puodasbe Cupuje unju jeaHy Henuny ca Jlubanom; peruja
OKO AJteria mpencTaBiba penBopje AHamonyje, a Hajehu, yHyTpammsu
JIE0 CUPH]jCKe MTyCTUEH-E ITyHO je Ok MecoroTaMuju HeTo IPYyTuM
JIeTIOBUMa CBOje 3eMJbe. 300r Tora npoctop CHpHje CTaTHO TPaBUTHPA
Ka CBOjUM CIIOJbHUM, HEHTPUPYTaTHUM yTHLAjuMa (y IPBOM peny U3
Amnanonuje u Meconoramuje). tbuma jenuny ucTopujcku notspheny
MPOTUBTEXKY TpeJicTaBiba JlamMack Kao CBOjeBpcHa yTBpheHa oasa.
Jomr o aHTHYKUX BpeMeHa, JlaMack ce m3HOBa U M3HOBA MOTBpPhyje
Kao CaMOCTaJHO je3rpo KOje je, HEPEeTKO, Y CTamy Jia IpaBy caBe3e
U OCJIOHHU CE Ha JPYyTe pacrojOXKUBE CMOJbHE IIEHTpe MONK U Tako
OCTBapH CBOj yTHIIa] Ha nepudepHe IPOCTOPE KAKO ce OBH HE OH
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CTIOjWJIH Ca OKOJIHUM — 3HATHO XOMOTeHHjUM M BehrM — reorpadckumM u
reonoNIMTHYKUM mpocTopuma (Wakim 2012)

IIpemaa cy momepHy CcUpPHjCKY ApkaBy cTBOpumie Boache
ynanuiie Anrante (Opaniycka u Enrnecka) nakon [IpBor cBeTckor
para, Cp IMOCTOjara W OJpXKama OBE JpKaBe MPEJICTABJhAIO je
yApYyXUBamke AJaBuUTa W3 JIEBAHTCKOI IIPUMOpja ca TPrOBAUYKUM
ciojeuMa y Jlamacky. OBaj caBe3 3a/llHX TI€JIECET TOIMHa OHO je camo
notBpheH nox pykoBoacTBOM nopoautie Acan, ona Xadesa (Hafez
al-Assad) n cuna bamapa. Hanme, xao u y Jlubany ca Maponutuma,
,,DpaHIly3u Cy OKypaKWju IpyIly mno3Hary kao Hwuzajpucu koja
j€ JKMBeJlla Iy’)K CypOBE CHPHjCKe o0ajie, TPEUMCHOBABIINX HUX Y
AnaBuTe, Kako OW UM NaTH PEIUTHJCKA KPEOUOWINTET M YBYKIIH
WX Y CUPHjCKY BOjCKYy TOKOM ¢paniryckor manmara’ (Bhalla 2014),
a 3aruM OOJMKOBallM TEPUTOPHjE Yy CBOjOj cepu yTHllaja mpema
COIICTBEHUM KOJIOHMjaJTHUM HHTepecuMa. lomune 1920. crBopunu cy
npxase Jlamack, AJerno u AaBUTCKY Ap)KaBy, a TOAWHY JaHa KacHHUje
u apxkasy [laban (kojom cy Bnanamu pysun) u Canniak Ajekcanipera,
KOjHU je KacHHUje yCTYIUbeH Typckoj (Y K0joj je OH IOCTao caBpeMeHa
npoBuHIMja Xaraj). Exure y Jlamacky Omite cy HOCHOIM OTIIOpa
(paHniyckoj kononujanHoj ynpasu. Kama ce 1943. ronquHe 3aBpimo
(paHIlycKU KOJIOHHMjAIHU MaHJaT, HOCTYIIHUM yjeAntbaBambeM Jlamacka,
Anena u apxaBa Anasurta u Jpy3a HacTana je Aparcka pernyoianka
Cupuja.

W nopen yjenumyjyhe ynore Jlamacka, MHOTH JICTIOBU 3€MJbE
OCTajy Cy HOIJIOKHH YTHLAjUMa CYCEOHUX PErHOHAIHHUX CHJIA:
,CeBepoructounu jeo 3emibe (An Xacaka, An Kamunum ma 1o
Eydpara Ha ucroky) je mox ynnusoMm Mpaka; peruja Asena uma jake,
XHJbaAyTOJMIILE BE3€ ca TYPCKOM AHAI0JUjOM. AJIaBUTH y IPUMOP]Y
Y J)KUTEJbH TIpecToHmIle Jlamacka uMajy CHa)KHO pa3BHUjEeHE OJIHOCE
ca TproBaukoM enxuToM y bejpyty, a Jpy3u ca JopmanoMm u, mpeko
Bbera, Jlajbe, ca aparcCKuM MyCcTUCKUM ruieMennma’ (Gaji¢ 2015,
171). OBakBa cuTyanuja Tpajaja CBE BpeMe Tpajama BiajaBuHe Kyhe
Acaja, cBe JIOK ce, y APacTUYHO MPOMEHCHIUM OKOJIHOCTUMA YCIIE[
»Aparnckor npoiieha” mupom biuckor ucroka, Ha npocropy Cupuje
HUje pasropena nodyHa. OHa je MOMOTHYTa CIOJbHUM YILUTUTAkhEM CBUX
HCTOPHjCKHU NPUCYTHUX IEONOJINTHUKUX aKTepa Ha npocropy JleBanra
— Ipepacia y Ayrorogduismy rpahancku pat. [loMmupuTesbcku TOHOBH
CyCeIHUX, CyHUTCKHUX JAprKaBa, ca u3bujameM cykoba y Cupuju, yop3o
Cy C€ NPETBOPUJIM Y OTBOPEHO CTaBJbalbe HA CTPaHy MOOYHCHHKA.
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Bux cy npenonnmu Caynujcka Apabuja, Karap u Typcka. Buaesmm y
BUXOBOM HACTajamy ,,3aBEpy CyHUTA” KOjy Tpeba ocyjeTnuTH, y3 Acajos
pexuM oamax ce cBpcrao TexepaH Kao HEroB KJbYYHHU CTPATCIIKU
caBe3Huk. [Ipeocraim cycemu, nomyt JlubGana m Upaka, koju cy
MMaJI CIIMYHE CTPYKTypasiHe (MaxoM eTHHYKO-CEKTallKe) mpobieme,
IMIOCPETHO M CaMO Yy U3BECHO] MEPH, MUMO CBOj€ BOJbE CY YBYUCHHU
y Hapactajyhn xondmukr (Nerguizian 2014). MHTEepec AMPEKTHO
yYMEIIaHUX CHOJbHUX cuila, oyt Typeke u Caynujcke Apabuje, 6uo je
OYMIVIEaH: pyLIeHe AcaloBe BIaCcTH U HCHO NpEy3uMambe OJl CTpaHe
CYHUTCKUX Tpyla ypyLIHJIO OM IMIMUTCKO-MAapOHUTCKY alHjaHCy H
MOTUCHYIO HacTajyhy HpaHCKy XereMoHujy Ha bimckom UCcToKy (T3B.
,,IMAUTCKH YK o7 JInbana mo Mpaka).

OKOJIHE CYHUTCKE JAp>KaBe ,Urpaje” cy Ha pa3jinduTe
(dhpaknmje mehy cupujckum cyrautrma: Karap je momarao pagukamHe
HCIIAMUCTUYKE TPyIe MO UICOJIOMIKUM yTULajeM ,,MyCIuMaHCKOT
OparctBa”; Pujan je moapaBao KakO yMepeHHje NOOYHCHHYKE
rpyrie Tako u oHe Onucke AnaBuTumMa; Typcka je uchpBa Mmojaprkaa
yMEpeHHje, HEUCIAMHUCTUYIKE YCTaHUKE MOMyT ,,CII000IHE CHPHjCKE
apmuje”, moceOHo crperniehn o1 ayTOHOMUCTHYKHUX TEXKEBH CHPH]jCKAX
Kypna (Chiriatti 2012). Kacumje, oBa 3emipa je npuberna u
HHCTpYMeHTaNu3auuju cyHurckux Mmumnyja nomyt XTC u CHA kako
Ou, IPEKo KHUX, OCTBApUIIA CBOj€ BUTATHE [IMJbEBE U KOHCOJIMOBAJIA
CBOj YTHIIA] U Y UCIIAMUCTHYKOM, M CEKYJIapHOM Tabopy.

HbuMma Hacympor cTajao je AcamoB pexuM y Jlamacky y 4BpCcTOM
caBesy ca TexepaHoMm, a u3 npyror mwiaHa u Pycuja u Kuna ca cBojum
CTpaTelIKMM HHTepecuMa U ItaHoBUMa. Pycuja ce cBperana y3 Acana
(om 2015. u BojHO aHra)koBaJia) TIpe cBera 300T 3allITUTE U3 HacieheHnx
BOjHUX 0a3a U3 XJIaJHOPATOBCKUX BpeMeHa Ha CUPHjCKOM IPUCTYITY
Cpenozemiby (nyka Taptyc) (Trujillo 2025, 2-3), a Kuna 360r cBojux
KOHTHHEHTAJTHUX IIJIaHOBA O MU3TPaIbu ,,HoBor myTa cBuie” y K0joj
Ba)kKaH CETMEHT UTpajy omHocH ca Mpanom. Y pyckom Bulemy, masn
Cupuje OM y IepCIIeKTUBH MOTao jioBecTr VpaH y moimyoKkpyXeme U
OTBOPHUTH IYT A3, IPEKO CYHUTCKHUX APKaBa U HUXOBUX PaIUKATHUX
,,[IPOKCH]ja”, 3allaJlHe CUJIC YIUITMBHIIY Ha JeliaBama Ha KaBkaszy u
Cpenmwoj Azuju, uemy ce MockBa ouryuHo cynporcrariba (Trujillo
2025, 4-5). Ha cnmuyHUM CTpaTeIIKUM ITO3UIIHjaMa, alli ca Mambe
U3paXKeHWM CTEIeHOM 0o0ja3HH, cTajana je u Kuna, xoja y Hpany
BHJM JTyTrOPOYHOT caBe3HHKa, a y CAJl u meHUM caBe3HHIIaMa —
MOTCHLUjAIHY PETHY.
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Ca npyre ctpane, U3paen u CA/] cy kao HajBehy permoHamny
npeTwmy AerekToBanu MpaH. 3aTo UM je cupujcku rpajaHcku pat 1oopo
JI0ILIA0 J1a OBY MPETHbY TPajHO OACTPaHE U OO0JbIIAjY CBOje CTPATEILKE
MO3HIKje Y OBOM Jeiy cBera. Of camMor noyeTrka KOHQIIHMKTa, 00e
cuie, a HapounTto CAJl, moaprkaBasie cy MoOymHEeHUYKe TpyTIe Oy T
Crnobonne cupujcke apmuje (Free Syrian Army) n Kypae n3 Cupujckux
nemokparckux cHara — CH® (Syrian Democratic Forces). CBe TO
j€ uMmbeHo ca nmibeM 1a BiacT y Cupuju npeysmy mro je moryhe
yMepeHuje, a He paJAuKalIHe UCIAMUCTHUKE CHAare ca aHTU3araIHuM
(yxJpydyjyhu M aHTHH3pAeIICKUM) yCMepemeM, jep Ou Tako jeman
oracaH MPOTUBHUK camMoO OMO 3aMEHCH JIPYTUM, IMOTEHIHJAITHO jOII
OTIACHHjUM. YTIPaBO M3 OBUX Pa3Jiora, IMapajieIHO ca 00aBEIITajHOM
MTOJIPIITKOM TTOOYHEHUYKOM Tpoopy Ka Jlamacky, M3paencke opyxane
caare (MA®) cy nojauane cBoje BojHe onepanuje Ha npoctopy Cupuje.
W3spaencke Ba3nymHe cHare u3Bese cy npeko 480 6opbeHux nerosa
KOjHM je, IPaKTHYHO, 30pUCcaH HamylITeH AcaJoB apceHal HA0pyKamba
U paTHa aBHjalyja pacrnopeleHa 1mo aepoApoOMHMa | JICTIOMMa IIHPOM
CHPHjCKE TePUTOPHje, CBE ca IMHUJBEM Ja C€ OHECIIOCOOe CBU BOjJHU
MMOTEHIMjaIN TIpe HEero IITO NaJHy y pyKe HOBHM TrocClofapuMa
cuTyanuje Ha TepeHy. Takole, u3paencke Tpymne cy Ha JaH maja
AcazioBor pekuma 3arouesie WHBasujy jyxHor aena Cupuje Koju
ce oclama Ha ['omaHcKy BHCOpaBaH, cTBapajyhul HOBY OKyIHpaHy
,,TAMIIOH 30HY’ Ha TaJgnHaMa IUTaHWHE XEBPOH, HaJOMaK CcaMor
Hamacka (4! Jazeera 2024). Toxom mipomopa Ha jyr Cupuje, M3paenmm
Cy IOJIaTHO YHHILITHIIN CBe MocTojehe BojHe o0jexTe, mpeTBapajyhu
TaMOIIbY 3ajeIHUILy MambUHCKHX Jlpy3a y CBOje JOKasHe ,,TPOKCHje”,
KOjUMa Cy JJapuBaJld U3rPajiby HOBONpOrameHe ayToHomuje. OBakBo
nenoBame M3paena nzaspaio je KoJ HOBUX BiacTH y [lamacky, anu u
YH, ocyny 3a kpiiewme MeljyHapoaHOT IpaBa u cyBepenurera Cupuje.
Brnactu n3 Ten ABuBa ce HHUCY ITyHO obasmpalie Ha TO, paBaajyhm
ynaJ Ha TEPUTOPH]Y CyCeIHE 3eMJbe HY)KHUM aKTOM YCMEpPEHHUM 32
3aIITUTY COTICTBEHE 0€30€THOCTH.

IF'EOINOJIUTUYKE IUMEH3UJE
HOBOYCIHOCTABJ/BEHOI' CTABBA

Kibyuny yrnory y uciymaBamy MIpOCTOpa CUPHjCKOT ,,BaKyyMa
mohu” Hactasnor nagom Acazaa umana je XTC koja je, y3 nomoh CHA,
r3Bena BOjHY odaH3UBY Koja je MPEOKpeHyIa TOK rpahaHckor para.
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Pamu ce o Tex moHexse peOpMHCAHUM HCIAMUCTHYKHM BOJHUM
(dopmarjama' Hactanum 2017. roguHe OJf PAHUjUX TIPUTTATHUKA A
Hycpa ¢ponra, noxannor n3nanka An Kanne. Hakon ornounmama
para 'y Cupuju, An Hycpa ¢poHT je Biagao Behum J1eioM NpoBUHIIN]jS
WNnun6 ca CTPUKTHO MCIAMUCTUYIKOM TIOJMTHKOM, CACBUM Ha JIMHUJU
CBOjHX UCTOMUIIIJbCHUKA, OyT An 3Baxupuja (A/ Zawahiri) n bun
Jlanena (Osama bin Laden). ,Jlunepn yntpapanvukaiHe opraHu3aimje
BHJICJIH Cy TPUIMKY J1a UCKOPUCTE CYHUTCKE MyCIUMaHE Kako Ou
1 J1aJb€ BOJIWJIM CBOjy II00ATHY UXaJUCTUUYKY PEBOIYLHjY Koja je
3anana y ciemy ynuity. M3oujame ,,Apanckor nposieha” 2011. nahe
An Kawam HOBY mpuiuky. An Hycpa ce mocraBmiia Kao jegaHa o
HajOpTaHN30BaHUjUX U Haje(DUKACHUjUX OMO3UITMOHUX CKYITHHA BJIaIH
bamapa A Acana. Bojunum An Hycpe Omimm cy AUCIATUIMHOBaHU
Y BEILTH T Cy 3ay3UMalld BakHe rpanoBe u cena. An Hycpa je ox
CBOjUX MPBHX JaHa (YHKIIMOHKCANA MO BOICTBOM aKTYEIHOT JIHJepa
XTC, Aoy Myxamena An [lynanuja (Abu Mohammad al-Julani).
OH je u3rpaauo pemnyTalujy Xapu3MaTHYHOI Bol)e ¢ BOJHHUKHM
¥ UJICOJIOMKUM ayTopuTeToM. Mako je mose3anoct ¢ An Kaumom y
MOYEeTKy OMiIa MPEeIHOCT, ca MPOJACKOM TOJUHA ITOKa3aJl0 Ce KAKO
je TO IIaBHH MPOOJIEM 3alITO OpTaHU3alja He MOXKE HarpeIoBaTu’”
(Seri¢ 2025). 360r cBera Tora, y ero 2016, Ilynanu je 06HaponoBao
npekuy onHoca ca An Kaunom u npeumenoBao An Hycpa ¢hponT
npBo y [labar ®@arax An lllam (Jabhat Fatah al-Sham), a kacHuje,
HAKOH IPUKJbYUCH-a jOII HU3a APYTUX NCIAMHCTUYKUX TpyTanuja,
y ,,Xajar Taxpup an Wam” (Hayat Tahrir al Sham — HTS). Pazno3n
3a MPOMEHY OWMJIM Cy Ipe CcBera mparMaTh4yHH, ca IHJbEM Ja Ce
oZicTpaHe HeraTuBHe nocinenuie Bese ca An Kaumom koje cy ondujaie
IMpe cJI0jeBe CUPHUjCKUX CYHHTa M OoHeMoryhaBaja moOoJsplIarme
MeljyHapoHe penyTaiuje oBe opyxaHe gpopmanuje. Takohe, mpomena
MMEHa CUTHAJIM3Hpaa je mpuiarohaBame CyHUTCKOT paJnKaIn3Ma
JIOKQJTHOM CHPHjCKOM KOHTEKCTY, Tj. H-ETOBYy HAllMOHAIHM3AIH]y, a
ylajpaBame o] IodaHoT ueiaaMuima. CTpaTenky HJb je Ouo 1a ce
CTBOPH LIUPH CYHUTCKH BOjHU MOKPET KOjU OM €(PUKaCHO OBIATA0
MpBO LIeJIOM TpOoBHHIUjoM Maunb, a mocie U WUpUM CHPHjCKUM
npoctopuma. ,,Mehytum, Texanaxu npekus ¢ An Kangom Hije 3Ha9HO
CTBapHU PACKHJ C UICOIOTHjOM PAAUKAIHOT HCIaMu3Ma. Y TajHOCTH
he HOBOOpeHaupana Anr Hycpa HacTaBUTH Ofip>KaBaTH TajHE Bese ¢ Al

' O oxmHocy ucnaMa U ucnaMu3Ma Bujetd puiie Ha (LiSanin 2014).
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Kannom, kao 1 cTpaTeliky U onepaTuBHy capaimby. MHOTH KJbyYHHU
JIUACPU U ONEPATUBLH 3aJIP>KaJIU Cy CBOj€ EKCTPEMHUCTHYKE CTaBOBE
KOj€ Cy KO3METHYKH MPUJIATOWIA CTBAPHOCTH Ha TepeHy. Panumno ce
0 TAKTHYKHM, @ He CTPaTelKuM mpomeHama” (Serié¢ 2025). YipaBo Ha
OCHOBY OBHUX Ca3Hama, AMepuKaHIH cy jorn 2018. roguHe cTaBuiIn
XTC Ha TUCTY TEPOPUCTUUKHUX OpPTaHU3aIja (CICANIIE CY UX Y TOME
BlIajie BehnHe 3amaHuX 3eMalba), ca Koje je, OIOPTYHO, OHA CKUHYTE
nocrie norahama y neuemopy 2024. ronrHe, HAKOH IITO j€ Y HeHUM
pykama 3aBpuro Behu neo Cupuje.

VY ugaeonomkom cmucny, XTC je mopea TaKTUYKHA MOTUBUCAHE
WHKITY3UBHOCTH 32 CYHHTE KOjUMa HHUje ONH3aK HcllaMHu3aM —
MPUKPUBEHO, ATM HECYMILHBO OCTAa0 OJIaH CBOjO] cala]uCTHIKO]
HJIEOJIOTHjU TIOBpaTaKka ,,9MCTOM HClIaMy’ W Opy’kaHoj O0opOm Kao
JISTUTUMHOM IIyTY 3a PYyLICHE HEHCIAMCKHUX IPYILITBEHUX ypehema
1 yCIIOCTaBJbake IIPABOBEPHE BIACTH. Y MOJIUTHYKOM morineny, XTC
je Ouo JojaniaH anTepHATUBHO] BJIAJI CUPUjCKUX OMO3UIIMOHApA T3B.
,»CHPH]jCKO] BIaJM criaca”, y 4Mje UuMe je JIeJI0OBao, rope;] MOKpajuHe
Woun6, y mokpajunama Asero, Xama, lapa u camom Jlamacky.
Toxom Branama npoBuHImjoM Mnnn6d, XTC ce mpuapxkaBao mpuMeHe
PHUTHIHO TyMa4€HOT HMIEPHjaTCKOT MPaBa y CBUM CETrMEHTHUMA JIPYILITBA,
noceOHO 0 MUTawy NpaBa XKeHa U BEPCKUX MambiHa. Penpecuja npema
LHUBWJIHOM CTaHOBHHINTBY, KOH(HUCKAIja UIMOBHHE U ET3eKYIHje
MWINTAHATA PUBAJICKUX OPYKAHUX CHAra — KapaKTEpUIly BJIAJaBUHY
XTC (Seri¢ 2025). OBo je 6110 TOCEOHO H3PAKEHO HAKOH ITOOYHE
JieJia CTAaHOBHHUINTBA y TpoBUHIM K Mnnb Ha mouetky 2024. roaune,
HajBuIIIe 300T Mpehammer BUCOKOT CTeTIeHa pelipecHje U JIoIIe yIpaBe
(Borgofioz Moya 2025). 1 mopen BHCOKOT CTEIICHA YHYTPAIIIEHE
puruaHoctd, XTC npema crojba KapaKkTepuIle H3pa3uTH NparMaTu3am,
KaKO y CBOJUM NPOKJIAMOBaHUM HACTOjambUMa Jia Ce OyIpe CIIOJbHUM
yTHIajIMa Ja Ce€ MCIIAjy Y CHPHjCKH TpahaHCKu paT, Tako U y
HCTOBpPEMEHOM TpuoOmmkaBamy Typckoj (Borgofioz Moya 2025) u
OpY’KaHUM TpyIaMa KOju Cy MOJ TYPCKOM HEIIOCPEAHOM KOHTPOJIOM
WM TIPETEKHUM YTHIIAjEM.

Bopeha opysxana ckynuna osor tumna je CHA. To je koanumuja
OTIO3UIIMOHUX Ooparia, npedera U3 AcajoBor Tabopa U JIOKATHUX

2 Ca cmucka tepopuctrukux opranmsanija XTC je y CAJl 3BaHUYHO CKHHYT 7. jyna
2025 ronune, a y Benukoj bputanuju 21. oktobpa 2025. rogune. Cb YH yuunmo je
ucro 6. HoBeMOpa, To cy, Kpajem 2025, cienuine u 3emibe-wianuie EY (Zelina 2025).
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rocrojiapa para, Haopy’kaHa ¥ (UHaHCHpaHa oj cTpaHe Typcke, y3
o0mITHY rmoMoh peryiapHuX TYpCKUX TpyHa y MOTpaHHYHHM TYPCKO-
cupujckum obnactuma. CHA je mpeacraBspajia yaapHy OpyXaHy
dhopmanujy y 6opdama y ceBepHoj CHpHjU KaKO MPOTHB AcCagoBUX
JI0jaIiCTa, TaKO M TMPOTHB KYypJICKE Tepuiie, TIABHHX TYPCKHX
MIPOTUBHUKA. YTIPKOC CBOjOj PparMEHTHPAHO] CTPYKTYPH M HEJOCTATKY
nuneonomkor jeaauctsa, CHA je maBana moOymeHUIIIMA CYIITHHCKY
MOTIIOPY Y JbY/ACTBY M JIOTHCTHIIH.

Ty je 3atum u munuuuja Jlpysa, pernoHaiHa mNapaBojHA
(hopmarrja Koja ce criopajuyHo OOpuiia MPOTUB PETyIapHE CUPH]CKE
BOjCKE Ha jy>KHOM OTEpaTHBHOM MpaBIy. YTJIABHOM HEyTpalHa TOKOM
HajBeher mena rpahadckor paTa, OHA je IITUTHJIA COTICTBEHA €THUYKA
MOZApYYja, CrIpedaBaia perpyTanyjy caluieMeHnKka y AcagoBe Tpyne u
JonpemMaina MpoBHjaHTe HbEHUM IPOTUBHUIMMA. Y OJCYTHOM TPEHYTKY,
y KJbyYHHM JIaHMMa Ha 1o4yeTKy aeuemOpa 2024, ona je u3Beina npojaop
ka CyBaau (Reuters 2024a).

IMopen wUX Ty Cy, HapaBHO, W KypJICKE OpYy)KaHE CHare
no3HatHje kao CH®D. OHe mpencTaBibajy KOATHIH]Y KYPICKHX H
aparncKuX MIIMIMja Ha CEBEPOUCTOKY 3€MJbE KOj€ HE caMo Ja Cy ce
yCHEIIHO oaynpiie AcaloBoj peuHTerpaunju osor aena Cupuje y
JEAMHCTBEHU MOJUTUYKH MPOCTOP, Beh cy, mapasneino, BOAWIE OLITpPe
cykobe ca TypckuMm perynapaum tpynama u CHA. Kypacke cHare
cy 6une riaBau caBe3nuk CA/Jl y 6opou npotus MCHUJI — Ucnamcka
npxaBa Wpaka u JleBanra (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) TOkoM
npyre aeuenuje 21. Bexa. [maBan muss Kypna y Cupuju je onpkaBama
ayTOHOMHE BJIaJIaBUHE HaJl MPOCTOPUMA KOj€ KOHTPOJIHIIY, Y CTHITY
»ayroHomuje Epouna” koja on panuje mocToju y upadkoM Kypaucrany,
a Kojy Ou mpu3Hasa u neHTpaina Biact y Jlamacky. [omro cy kypicke
cuare nof jakuM yturnajeM [IKK — Kypacke pagnuuke napruje (Kurdish
Workers’ Party) xao cemapaTHCTHIKe cHare y cycemanoj Typckoj (Tamo
WX CMaTpajy TepOPUCTHYKOM TpynanujoM), AHkapa (u CHA) Bume
C1D 3a cBor m1aBHOT NPOTHUBHMKA Ha poctopy Cupuje.

ToxoMm xonauHe o¢anzuse onosunuje ka lamacky, Kypau cy
KOOpAMHKCAIH CBOje paTHe Hanope npotuB Acana ca XTC u mweHuM
Bohom [lynanujam an-Ilapom, norosopuiiu cy MeljycoOHO ToJiepHucame
Npu3Hajyhu BUXOBY BIIACT Hax 1eiioM CHupujoM, anu He oxycTajyhu ox
MIOCTUTHYTOT cTeneHa camoymnpase. Jlecetor mapra 2025. ronune, C1d
Cy TOTIHCAJIe CIIOpa3yM ca HOBOM, IIPHBPEMEHOM BiaaoM y Jlamacky
0 MIPUCTYIAY 3ajeJHUUYKMAM ApKAaBHUM MHCTUTynHjama. OBome je
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MIPETXOINO YUTAB HHU3 CYKoOa ca MPOTYPCKUM OpYKaHUM (paKiiijama.
Haume, CHA je, Henyro HakoH najaa Acaja, opraHu3oBajia oaH3uBy
IpeMa KypJICKUM TepHTOpHjama Koja je nosena Ao 3ay3eha Maunnuba
(Reuters 2024b) 11. neuembOpa. [locpenoBamemM pBO Npeia3He, a 3aTUM
U puBpeMeHe Biaje rnox BolctBom Myxamena An bammmpa u HoBor
npencenaunka Cupuje [lymannja an-1llape (n3adpan je Ha OBy QyHKITH]Y
25. janyapa 2025), cykoOM Ha CEBEPOUCTOKY 3eMJbE Cy 3aMpP3HYTH
(Reuters 2025) Toxom 2025 ronure, 1a OM ce TTOHOBO pacruiamMcain
Ha npenazy y 2026 roguny. Yenenuia je opaH3nBa BIaJUHUX CHAra
nornomoraytux CHA u crienujaiHuM jelMHUIlaMa TYpPCKe BOjCKe, Koja
Ce 3aBpINWIIa TEHIKKM TT0Pa30M KYPJICKHUX CHara U TyOUTKOM BEIIMKOT
Jieria TePUTOPHje KOjH Cy IO Taa KOHTPOJIHCAIIH.

Hpyru cykobu oxBujanm cy ce m3Mel)y mpeocrammx akrepa
CUPHjCKOT JYTOTOJIUIIHET KOH(IMKTA: IPBO Cy ce, KpajeM ¢edpyapa
u novetkoMm anpuia 2025, mumiuuje dpysa cykoduie ca peryiapHum
CHUPHMjCKHM BOJHHM Tpynama oko TryBepHaropara Cysazae. CBe ce
3aBpILIMJIO CrIOpasyMHUM TipumMupjem uzmely lamacka u Ipysa (Campa
et al. 2025). bop6e Jlpy3a ca OeqynHIMA TTOCITYKHIIE CY, MEhyTHM, Kao
[I0BOJZ 32 HOBY MHTEPBEHLM]Y BIAAMHUX Tpyna Ha noapy4jy Cysane y
Jjymy 2025. rogune. OBo je pesynrupano norudujom seher 6poja Upysa
uuBmia. Mzpaesncke Tpyrne cy y3ene y 3allTHTy CBOje HOBE ,,IpOKCHje”
Y M3BeJIe Ba3AylIHE yJaape Ha CHPUjCKe TEHKOBE Ha OBOM IPOCTOPY.
Ha xpajy cy, y 3Hak oamasne, UJI® OGombapmoBasie BiiaJuHe 3rpajie
y camoM /Jlamacky, CBE JOK OBM HHUCY OAYCTaJIH OJ TOra na Ouio mra
MOKYIIIaBajy Ha MpocTopuMa Koje konTponmmry py3u (Holmes 2025).

VYV npuobannom nojacy Cupwuje, 6imsy Jlarakuje xao u y3
CHPH]jCKO-TMOaHCKY I'paHHIly, TOKOM mpoJjeha noyenu cy na u3dujajy
yuectaiu cykoou usmel)y ocrataka AcamoBux jojanmucta (Cupujcku
HapOJIHU OTIOP) U BIaJMHUX Tpyna. Penpecuja mpema AnaBuTuMa o
cTpaHe CyHHTCKe BehuHe, yKIbydyjyhu U MacoBHE 37109MHE, TPACTUIHO
ce nosehana. O moyeTka roguHE Ha IPOCTOpPUMA HACTAHEHUM
AnaBUTHMa, CBE BHUIJbUBHjE je MOHOBHO OPraHM30BAaHK-EC HEKaIa
CJIMTHUX CHPHUjCKUX jEAHMHMLA, TOMYT OHUX MO3HATHX Kao ,,Turpose
cHare” mnox komanaoMm An Xacana (Suheil Salman al-Hassan),
MpeKkasbeHOT KOMaH/IaHTa CIIeIMjalHAX cHara Hekaja jojanHor bamap
An Acany. OBe Tpyme Cy, ITOCJe Tlajia PeKnumMa, Mperuic y wierary
U TIperpymnucaie ce (CIIMYHO Kao PermyOnmkaHcKa rap/ia HAKOH Taja
Canama Xyceuna (Saddam Hussein) y Upaxy 2003. ronune). AnaBuTH
OJp’KaBajy Be3e ca CBOjUM CIOJbHMM paTHUM caBe3HUIMMa U3 Pycuje u
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Wpana, yexajyhu moBojbHE OKOJTHOCTH J1a MHTEH3WBUPAjy CBOja J€jCTBA
(Lopez de Miguel 2025, 157-158).

Cge y cBeMy, cuTyaldja 3a HoBe Biactu y CUpHUjH — HAKO Cy ce
OpyXaHU CyKOOH IPOpEIHii — JIajeKo je oj ctabmine. Tpu moryha
IpaBlia HOBE paTHE eCKajallije 0cTajy oTBopeHa: 1) eckananuja usmely
CYHHUTCKE I[EHTPAJIHE BJIACTH M MPEOCTANX ACaJIOBUX JIOjaIHCTa
Ha IIPOCTOpUMaA KOje HacTamyjy AJIaBUTH U Xpuithanu (mpuodasse
Cupuje); 2) eckanaunja uzmel)y cyHuTCKe HeHTpanHe BiacTa 1 [pysa
(mornomornyTux M3paenuuma) Ha jyry 3eMibe; U 3) HOBO MPOIYIKCHE
cyko0a n3Mel)y CYHHTCKE LEHTpaJIHE BIACTH M HEHUX MPOTYPCKUX
caBe3nuka te Typcke ca Kypauma Ha ceBeponctoky 3emibe (ACAPS
2025).

IF'EOINOJIUTUYKE ITO3UINJE CITO/JbHUX
AKTEPA Y HOBOHACTAJIUM TPUJINKAMA

Heuembapcka mpomeHna pexuma y JlamMacky IHMPEKTHO je
NIPOY3pOKOBaJIa IIPOMEHY OJIHOCAa cHara yHyrtap npoctopa Cupuyje.
CTBOpeH je NpUBpEeMEHH ,,BakyyM Mohm” y KOome cy mpeBary, 110
JlaJber, OJTHEIIC OTIO3UIOHE CHAre MOTIIOMOTHYTE CIIOJbHUM aKTepHMa
ca pa3JIMuuTHM MHTEpPECHUM Mpojekirjama. Cee To he nmpoy3pokoBaTu
YUTaB HU3 MOCJIEMIIA TI0 TEOMOIUTHYKE PHIUKE Y 1esioM JleBaHTy
n biinckom MCTOKY, 1a U y APYyTruM cBeTCKUM perujama. OHO 1ITO je
BaKHO YOUHUTH j€ Ja je cTame Ha npoctopy CupHje u mabe BeoMa
POBHTO W HECTAaOWIHO, T€ Jla c€ HaaMeTama m3Mel)y crmospHHMX U
YHYTpAIIbUX aKTepa HACTaBJbajy.

AcajoB naj HajayoJsbe je moroano Mpa: y muramy je cTpaTelKku
ropas 1 MOTUCKUBAkE UPAHCKOT yThlaja ca nmpoctopa JleBaHTa, Ha3a
ka Meconotamuju (Borgofioz Moya 2025). ,,Illuutcku 1y’ KOju IPEeKo
Wpaxka u Cupuje craja JInban (u caBesanukn Xe300iax) ca Mpanowm je,
IO JaJber, mpecedeH. Xe300Iax je mpeTpreo 3HaTHe TyOuTKe y cynapy
ca U3paecKoM BOjcKOM TOKOM 2024. ToinHe; NPpaHCKHU caBe3HUNHN Meh)y
MamuHama y CHpHjH Cy OTepaHH ca BJIAacTH, NIPUTAjEHH, Y WIETalu, U
u3noxkenu penpecuju. Cana je Upak, ca muutckom BehuHowm, 3a1mu
MPOCTOp CIOJbHE oA0paHe Mpana oj HemnpujaTeIbCKE KOATUIIH]C
3amaamaka, M3paenara u CyHUTCKUX MOHapxuja. Mako cy ce ogHOCH
TexepaHa ca AcajoM 3albUX FOJANHA MOTOPIIABATIN YCIE HErOBOr
MOKYyIIaja Aa ce MPUOIIKNA CYHUTCKUM 3aJIMBCKUM 3eMibaMa, Mpany
HUKaKo HHje TpeOao Ja u3ryou cBe Heroy3AaHujer capesHuka. theros
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naa y Cupuju omoryhno je aa Ba3IynrHu MTPOCTOP OBE 3eMJbE TIOCITY KU
Ka0 MECTO 3a yCMepaBame Ba3/ylIHUX y/aapa U3paeiiCKe aBHjaluje y
KpaTKOoTpajHoM cykoOy Mpana u M3paena y JIBaHaecToAeBHOM party
(13-24. jyn 2025). 360r cBera Tora, lMpan he outu npunyhen na ce y
Oynyhe cBe BHIIIEe Ocliama Ha HEAP’)KaBHE aKTEPEe HA TIPOCTOPY IEIOT
bauckor ucroka. To he jorn BuIre 3aKOMITUKOBATH M OHAKO JIOIIIE
OZIHOCE M3Mel)y 3emMaspa y [eJIOM PETHOHY.

Pycwuja je npyra Benuka cuiia Koja je, JOAyIIe MHOTO MambeM
obumy ox Upana, y ryoutky ycaen npomene Biactu y Cupuju. Pycuja
y 3aliibe BpeMe Omiia He3aJ0BOJbHA AcaJoBOM KoolepaTUBHOIIhy
HAKOH IITO ¢y PycH CBOJUM JIMCKPETHUM BOJHUM YILTUBOM CITPEUHIIN
weroB nan 2015. rogune, momorin My na nopa3u MCHUJI u moBpatn
KoHTpoay Hax Behnm nenmom 3emsbe (Trujillo 2025). Mnaxk, 3a Pycujy
Cupuyja je (moceOHO HAKOH OTIOUMbaka paTta y YKpajuHH) 01 Mamer
3Hayvaja: MpOLEHE J1a je pPycKa peryTaurja y OoBoM Jiely cBera Hehe
JIpacTUYHO omacTh 300T nmajga Acaja HACY HEOCHOBaHE, Kao HH Ja
je mpeTma oJ1 MpeuBamka NCIAMUCTHUKE TIPETHhe Ka Pycuju 3HaTHO
Mamba HeTo TIpe jeJHE JICEeHH]e, TIOTOTOBO Y KOHTEKCTY IITO Cy OJHOCH
MockBe 1 AHKape y Mel)yBpeMeHy ApacTHIHO TTOOOJbIIAHH.

Pycujy npe cBera 3aHnMa o4yBame CBOJUX CPEIO3EMHHX 0asza y
Taptycy u XMeuMHUMY, Tako Ja OHa MOKYyIIaBa Jia ce, THM IIOBOOM,
HAroJid ca HOBUM rocrojapuma curyanuje y Jlamacky (Borgoiioz Moya
2025). Ounu, 3a caja, 1okasyjy 100py BoJby Ja HE KBape OJIHOCE ca
Pycujom jep je, myropouno riemajyhu, bEHX0Ba MEPCIICKTHBA TOBOJLHO
HEW3BeCHa Jla UM He Tpeba Jja nMajy MPOTHUB cede joIll jeTHy BEeTUKY
CHJTy KOja Ou, nHave, Moryia Ja Oy/ie ca iiMa y KOPEeKTHHM OJHOCHMA.
VY cnyuajy na Oyay MOTHCHYTH U3 CHPHjCKOT Mprobasba, Pycu nmajy
ITEpHATHBY Ha NpocTopy JInbuje, Koa lrUMa caBe3HMYKOTr TeHepaja
Xadrrapa, ofakie MOTY Jia MPOjeKTyjy CBOj yTUIaj IupoM Menurepana,
Bauckor ucroka u, mro je mocedHo BakHO, Caxena n Cyricaxapcke
Adpuke. Umak, canamma cutyanuja y Cupuju ciabu pycke TIaHOBe
Be3aHe 3a nojpiky Mpany cyoueHoM ca mpeTmamMa ca 3anaja.

HajynanybuBuju TeONONUTHYKU AOOUTHHUK YCJe[ NpOMEHe
practu y Cupuju je Typcka (Borgofioz Moya 2025). Ona je
CHCTEMATCKH IMOJprKajia OMO3UIIMOHE BOJHE IPYIIe KOje Cy Mpey3ene
Bnact y Jlamacky m cpymruie AHKapu oMpakeHor Acana. Mmak,
cutyanuja o Typcky naneko je ox sxesbere: X TC, rimaBHa dpaxiuja
caJlallikbe BIACTH, HHjE OHA IOJI HEOCPEIHOM TYPCKOM KOHTPOJIOM,
Beh caMo TakTHYKM CaBE3HMK MACOJOWIKH CTpaH Typckoj, a OImxKu
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Karapy n Cayaujumma. Typcku npaBu ,,ipokcuju’” cy onn n3 CHA.
MebhyTum, npunagHuLM OBE OpyskaHe (OpMaLUji YKOPEHEHH Cy CaMO
Ha ceBepy 3eMJbe, a MapruHaiHu Mel)y BehHOM CyHHTCKe momyJanuje.
[Ipo6nemu ca Kypauma uz C/I® Ha ceBeponCTOKY 3eMJbe, HAKO CY
paTHE orepaifje HaKOH OJMp3aBama YPOJHIIC ILIOAOM, OCTajy U
orictajy jep m3a Kypna y uzBecnoj mepu croje CAJl (m Uspaemn).
ITag AcamoBor pexxnma octaBuo je mpoctop CupHje AYyropodHo
HECTaOWIHUM W (PparMeHTHUpaHUM, ca de facto yCTOCTaBJHEHOM
KYpPACKOM ayTOHOMHjOM KOjy cy BiacTu y Jlamacky, y moOYeTKky,
ToJiepucae a Kojoj ce Typcka KeCTOKO CypOTCTaBIba.

3anuBcke apkase, npe ceux Karap m Cayaujcka Apaluja,
ToIp>KaBalie Cy OMO3UITMOHE TPYIIE Y pyIIeHhy Acana Kako OM cMamuie
WpaHCKHU yIumB y pernony. Jlonazak npunagauka XTC, npeBohernx
An Illlapom kxao HOBuUM mnpeacegHukoM Cupwuje, JOXKUBJBEH jE Y
OBHM 3eMJbaMa Kao BEJIMKHU yCIeX KOju OTBapa HOBe MoryhHocTH 3a
capaJmpy u npubInKkaBame n3mel)y apanckux cynurta (Hassan 2025,
17-18). MehyTum, eKCTpeMHCTHYKE LIPTE, U KOJI HOBUX BJIACTH M KOJ|
IBUXOBHUX MMPOTUBHUKA, CTBApajy 00ja3aH o1 JaJkeT pa3Boja morahaja.
AKO ce HOBOYCIIOCTaBJbEHU IOpPEINaK ypylIH, a CHUpHjcKa Ip)KaBa
ITOHOBO Pa3/po0u Ha BHUIIE pervja ca MHOTO MUJIUTAHTHUX (paKIlHja,
YKIJbydyjyhu u pasHe uciaMUCTHUKE TPyIIe, 3aJIMBCKE ApxKaBe Ou ce
MorJje Haliu y cuTyanuju ga u3ryoe CBaky yTHIIA] HA OBOM MPOCTOPY.
VY TakBOM pa3Bojy pgorahaja, oBe aprkaBe Owie Ou npuHyhene na
MEHa]y CBOjY T€OCTPATEIIKY ITO3HIIH]Y W CIIOJFHOIIOTUTHYKE ITHIHEBE,
BEpOBaTHO TIOKYIIaBajyhu 1a u3rpaze HOBE OJJHOCE ca CBOjUM TIIaBHUM
peruoHaHUM puBaiguMa — Typckom u Mpanom.

Wspaen je, Takohe, Ha cTparemikoj JoOUTH yclie[ MpOMEHE
pexuma y Jlamacky. llluutcku nyk je mpeceueH; BOjHU KalaluTeTn
CHUPHjCKE BOJjCKE 3a JIy)KM HH3 TIOJWHA OcakaheHU MPEelH3HUM
OomMOapaoBameM; oKymmanujoM jyxae Cupuje, 1o XeBpoHa, a moceOHo
nperBapamweM [[py3a y comcrBeHe mruhenuke (Borgonoz Moya
2025), amack je cTaBJbeH MO U3paeiicku Haa3op. Mnak, myropodne
nepcrnekTuse 1no M3paen Hucy Humano cpetiie: bamapoB pexum,
AIaBUTCKO-IIMUTCKH, OMO je HEeKCTPEMHUCTUYKHU; HOBH PEKUM YHHE
WCIIAMUCTUYKH PAJIKAIN IPECBYUSHH y CEKYIapHO pyXo, ca Typckom
n3a cede. Ha myxu pok, jenHy BEIHUKY HETpHjaTeJbCKy CUiIy, UpaH,
MOJKE€ J1a 3aMeHH Jipyra, Typcka, jelHako HeNmpHjaTeJbCKU HacTpOjeHa
npema M3paeny, a HaknomeHa Xamacy u Ilanmectunnuma. Cse TO
ycMmepaBa M3paen na paau Ha Aajboj NeCTaOMIM3alUjH IPUINKA U
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MOTIIOMAaramy TEPUTOPHjaATHUX (PparMeHTaIrja y 0BOj 3€MJbH, TIpe
cBera nornoMaxyhn mamwune kao mwro cy Kypnu u Apysu. To ux,
mehyTum, cBe u3BecHHje okpehe npoTuB cyHuTcke BehrnHe 1 BeHUX
TYPCKHX MIOKPOBUTEIbA.

CAJl je cBe Bpeme rpabhaHckor para Jpkao CTpaHy
OTIO3HWITMOHUM TpyIIaliijamMa y lbbUX0BOj HaMepH pyIeha bamap A
Acapna, a moce6HOo Kypamma uz CIA®d koju cy npencraBibaid aMepryike
KJby4YHE CaBe3HHUKE y 60pOM NPOTHB Pa3HUX UCIAMUCTHUKUX PaaMKaa,
napounto onux u3 UCHJI. Nako Bammnarron nan Acazia BUJU Kao CBOj
yCIIeX, TIOCTOjH jaCHA CBECT U Ja HOBOHACTAJIEC MPUJINKE KOMILIUKY]Y
OCTBApUBAKE JAJbUX CTPATCIIKUX IIJbeBa Y pernony (Borgofioz Moya
2025). Ha Brmactu cy camMoO peTOpUYIKH KOOTICPaTUBHH, pPeOpEHINPAHH
paguKaiy ca KOjuMa ce 10 HEJaBHO PaTOBajio; TYPCKU CaBE3HUK U3
HATO ueka npunuky fa ce oopauyHa ca Kypauma u He mpes3a of
HOBE, Kpajikbe KOHPpOHTalM]je (UPEKTHO WIH MPEKO ,,[IPOKCHja’’) HU
ca Amepukaniiuma Ha Ty Cupuje; caBesnnuku M3paen Boau oaseh
paToOOpHY MOJUTUKY KOja MOXKE JIAKO Jia ce 00Mje AMEpUKaHIIMMa O
rnaBy mupoM bimckor ncroka; nmpoodsemu ca 'y Cupuju mpecedeHuM
»APAHCKUM JIYKOM™ JAJIEKO Cy OJl PELICHA.

Ty je m unTaB HU3 HEAP)KABHMX, MaxOM HapaMHIMTAPHUX
axtepa: UCHJI (Bajagi¢ 2014), naxo je npeTpreo Tekak 1nopas, mojiako
IIOHOBO MOMaJba CBOjy IIaBy Ha npoctopy JleBanta u Meconoramuje
(Al Jazeera 2025). Ca aBe-Tpu xuJbajJie aKTHUBHUX Oopala U OKO
JIeBEeT XWbaza muX kKoju cy nputBoperu, MCWJI je y HoBoHacTamum
MMOJIMTUYKUM (pparMeHTaIrjaMa MOHOBO OCHOBAO CBoje henwje u
3armo4eo HA3 aKTUBHOCTH Ha MPOCTOPUMA TJe je HeKala Ouo Hajjadud,
y perujama oko Pake, [lap en 3opa n Xacakaxa. CamM0 y TOAMHHU yOUn
najaa AcaJoBOr pekuMa TepOPUCTUUYKH Hamaau (bux oko 700) oBe
rpymnammje cy ce YTpoCTpyYHJIM Y OJHOCY Ha MPETXOJIHU TEPHO/I.
HMako cy MCNJI yctaHmdke aKTHBHOCTH jOIII YBEK OHE ,,HUCKOT
MHTEH3UTETa”, OHE Cy CMPTOHOCHE M PEJICTaBIbajy 030UIbHY ONACHOCT
3a HOBH pexuM y Jlamacky, HapouuTo y cliydajy Aa ycrejy Aa ocinoboe
cBOje cabopue 13 3apobJbeHNUKHUX Joropa y An-Xony u Pojy, unme 6u
nojavyanu OpojHOCT cBOjux 0opoenux dopmanuja (Sthuni 2025).

XTC, ycronuueH Ha BiacTu y Jlamacky, U majbe oapskaBa
jenBa TpuKpuBeHE Beze ca An Kammom m, ympKoc HHKITY3WBHO]
pPETOpHIIH, ¥ CBOJUM pyKOBOJehnM pernoBuMa uMa Jby/ie KOjU CHUBAjY
0o0HoBy ucnamuctuukor Kanudara. buxosu gojydepaiimu ri1aBHHA
NPOTUBHULM, Kypacke mummnuje u3z CAD, ne ogycrajy ox cBojux
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aMOWIIMja 1a Jeranu3yjy ayTOHOMHjy CTBOPEHY Ha TepeHy, 3a ITa
Hajla3e Ha OTOpPYEH OTIOP KaKO HOBHMX BiacTH y [lamacky, Tako u
came Typcke. Mnak, nokposuresbctBo CA/l u M3paena orpannduiio je
HAaCTaBJbamke HElpHjaTesbcTaBa U cykoba. MoryhHocT jerannzoBama
TEPUTOPHjaTHE ayTOHOMH]jE y CBOjEBPCHY KYPJCKY ,,ApKaBY Yy JIpiKaBu™
opune u cycennuu Mpak rme Kypau Beh nMajy n3BojeBaHr ayTOHOMHU
craryc, T3B. ,,Kypacky pernonanny Biaay”’ Koja Ou Moria fa KpeHe y
npoay0JbHBame ayTOHOMHUjE Ka CTBapamy KypACKE CaMOCTAIHE IPKaBe
ca MepCHeKTUBHOM NPHAPYKUBamka CUPUjCKUX B Typckux Kypna,
HajOpPOjHUJUX ETHUYKUX MambHHA Y TUM JIp)KaBama.

YMECTO 3AK/bYYKA:
KAKBE CY AYI'OPUYHE I'EOITIOJIMTUYKE
TEHAEHIUJE ¥ IOCT-ACAAOBOJ CUPUJIHN?

IIpomena Bnactu y Cupuju omumrpaia ce mpe cBera 300T
cnabibemha OMBIIET pEXUMa yCIIe]l YUTABOT HU3a y3pOKa Kao IITO
Cy: TaT TMO3WIHMja Ha PaTHUIITy, 3aMOp M AyOOKa pa30dyapaHOCT
CTAHOBHUIITBA PESKUMOM, CKOHOMCKH CYHOBpAT M KOpYMIHja,
HeenacTuaHoCT bamap An Acana na ce Hal)e KOMIIPOMHUCHO PEIICHe
ca BehuHoM apyrux patHux (pakuuja, okperame jeha u n3HeBepaBame
CBOJHX KJbYYHHX CaBE3HHKA, 3aTHM HECIPEMHOCT AJIaBUTa J1a HAKOH
HECPa3MEPHO BUCOKHX TMPETPIIJbEHUX JKPTaBa JlaJbe THHY J1a PEXKHM
OCBOjU U IPOCTOPE A0 KOjUX HHMa yONIINTe HHje cTajo. Jadame
paTHHUX aHTAaroHKCTAa U HBUXOBO YAPYXKHUBAMKkE, ca JIPyre cTpaHe, OUio
je mocyieInIia moayapHOCTH UHTepeca crnojbHux urpada (Typcke,
Wzpaena, Cayaujcke Apaduje u CA/l). To je cTBOpUIIO CHHEPTHjCKU
e)eKT caMo 10 MUTakY pylIeHka pexuma y Jlamacky: HakoH AcaoBor
naja, lUXOBH JlaJbl MHTEPECH Ce HE caMO He Iokianajy, Beh ce,
Marbe WIH BHIIE U3PAKEHO, JTUPEKTHO CYKOOJbaBajy. JeTHUM MambuM
JIeioM, 3a Taj Acajia KpyBa je MpoMeHa y OJTHOCY CIOJbHHX CHAra,
OJTHOCHO TEK JIOHEKIIC CMamEHhe CHATa IhEeroBUX caBe3Huka (Xe30omaxa
y JIubany) wim cmameme natepeca (Pycuje, koja ce mpuOpUTETHO
OKpeHyna YKpajunu, a 3anemapuia bivcku ucrtok) u cuara (Mpas, koju
j€ UMao CBE Mame JKeJbEe JIa OJUTYYHO OpaHu PeKUM KOjU C€ TO0Ka3ao
HETIOY3JIaHKUM U BEPOJIOMHHM ).

Crora W akTyejgHe NMPWIHKE W HHUXOBE Jajbe MEepPCIEKTHBE
TEIIKO Jia MOTY J1a IOBEAY JI0 HOJie OUTHHjEe MPOMEHE OJTHOCA CHAra
Ha bimckoM HCTOKY, a KaMoJIu U3BaH mera. Mako je o1 CrosbHUX cuia
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Wpan HajBume usryomo, a Typcka u M3paen HajBuie J0OHIH, HY jeTHA
CTpaHa HHUj€ CTEKJIa TaKBO MPEUMYNCTBO HUTH Cy Apyre TOJIHUKO Ha
LITETH J1a OU ce TO U3 KOpeHa MPOMEHHIIO PETHOHAIIHU OJIHOC CHAra
(cyko0 U3spaena u Upana u3 jyHa mecena To Hajoosbe moTBphyje).
Kibyune Benuke cunie — CAJl, Pycuja u Kuna — nako umajy cBoje
uHTepece Ha JleBanTty u bianckom ucTOKy, y HaApeIHOM IIEpHOAY CBOje
rJIaBHE IPUOPHUTETE BUAE Ha APYTHMM IPOCTOPUMA; OHE OapeM 10 Kpaja
2025, He xene na ce qyosbe yrummhy y 1ajbe HaJIMeTame Kako Ou JI0OHee
npeBary OWJIO KOje 0/1 PErHOHAIHUX CHJIa Ha OBUM IPOCTOPHMA.

JoBohemwe Ha Biact ,,ynonooseenux’ uciamucra uz XTC y
KOAJIMIIMjH ¢a CBOJUM ,,lIpokcHjuMa’” He obchaBa na he mUX0oB pexuM
Ha Iyke cTaze OuTH jojasad OmiIo KoMe, jOoIll Mamke CTaOWIaH |
nyrorpajad. Typcka 3a cBoje CTBapHE CaBe3HUKE MOJXKE J1a padyHa
camo Ha CHA, a Hukako Ha [lynanuja u XTC. AMepuKaHIIn MOTY TEK
JOeJIMMUYHO Ja pauyHajy Ha Kypne, a U3paenuu nHa pyse. AnaButu
cy y AedaH3uBH, IPETPYNUILY C€ U TNIeAajy Kako U y3 4ijy momoh na
cadyBajy oHe npoctope Cupuje Koju cy um outHU. Pycuja je cnpeMHa
Ila, ca KpajibuM IIparMaTU3MoM, IT000JBIIIa OJJHOCE ca CBAKUM aKTEPOM
Koju joj omoryhaBa mpucycTBo y 60a3ama Ha Cpemozemiby. 3a CBOjy
peryTanyjy oHa He MapH IYHO, jep C€ OHa, Y CBOjUM TIII00QITHUM
pasMepama, HajBehuM JiesioM cThye U TyOu y YKpajuHH, a MambH naj
CHOT MPECTHXKA Yy PErHoHy 300T jeTHOT HEeMohyJHOT CaBe3HHKA ca
cranoBuITa KpeMiba MOTHONLBUB je U TONPaBIbHB.

I'menano y mmpoj nmepcnektusw, [lymanu n XTC nmpeacrasipajy
caMoO KPXKy KOJIMLHM]y paguKaia KOju Cy HallpaBWJIM HOBU JOIOBOP
ca enuToM U3 Jlamacka y TpEHYTKy Kaja je OBa, CXBaTUBLIM AcajoBYy
HCTPOLICHOCT, MIOCETHYJIA 33 I,erOBOM 3aMEHOM. JJoMeTH HOBE BIacTh
Cy, MehyTuMm, jorr orpaHnYeHHju Hero AcaJloBH: OHA HUje Y CTamby Jia y
ITYHOM CMUCIY peUH PEHHTEIPHIIIE KYPJICKH JICO CUPH]CKUX TCPUTOPH]ja
(mmro 6m xTema Typcka W ¥BEHHU ,,IPOKCU WUTPadM); U3Tyomia je y
MIOTIIYHOCTH KOHTPOJY Ha jyry 3eMJbe KOjy cy oKynupanu V3paenu
napyjyhu cBOjuUM JApYyCKHUM ,,IpOKCHjuMA’ Ha TEpPeHY (PaKTHUKY
CaMOCTAJIHOCT y3 Ap>kame Jlamacka Ha HUIIAHY; CEM perpecaiyja,
OHHU HUCY y CTamy Jia TpajHuje MauupuKyjy HH aJaBUTCKO npruodasbe
Cupuje.

VY cpenmepouHOM NEpUOy, HAKOH IPUMUPHUBAba CUTYyaLUje y3
3anp)KaBame status quo, Moryhe je maspa necrabmnuzanuja Cupuje y3
n30Hujamke HOBUX KOH(IIMKATA Ha pealyjd CyHUTH-AJIaBUTH, CYHUTH-
Hpysu u cyantu-Kypau. OBo 01 cBe gocanamime JOOUTHUKE CUPH]CKOT
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TEeOTIOIMTUYKOT TIPEoKpeTa, u3y3eB M3paena (KOju TEXH TpajHOM
crabJbeby M HeCTaOWITHOCTH Npuinka y CHpHjH, IO IPUHIUILY ,,IITO
rope — 1o 60Jbe”’) U 1ajbe YBJIAYHIO M UCUPIUBUBAIIO Y HOBOM KPYTY
HacuJba Ha MPOCTOPY OBE ApKaBe, O3 M3riie[a He caMo Ja HEKO
[OCTaHe KOHAYHM MOOEIHUK, Beh U J1a 3HaYajHHje IPOMEHU CTambe Ha
Tepeny. OHO ce cama cBoau B cBoAuhe ce n yoyayhe Ha yMameHy,
ayTOHOMHY KYpJICKy 00JacT (1101 aMepUYKUM ITOKPOBUTEIECTBOM),
(baxTnukn camocTanHy ooaact Jpysa (1o HemocpeaIHOM U3PACICKOM
oKynauujom) u KoH(y3HY, Mel)ycoOHO Ha (hpakuuje moiesbeH IPoCTop
KOTa HacTamwyjy aparnckd CyYHUTH. AKO OW, y TakBOj CUTyallHju,
AJaBHUTH Ty’ IPUMOpja HAIILIH JIOBOJHHO jaKe CaBe3HUKE Ja TIOHOBO
noauTHy riaaBy — Cupuja Ou MorJIa 1a ce de facto pacnaaHe Ha CBOje
cacTaBHE MUKpO-Teorpadcke AeiIoBe — MPUMOPCKY aIaBUTCKy 00JIacT,
KypJZicky obimact, obnact Jpy3a, obmact oko Ajerna u 00JacT OKO
Jamacka.

Pernonanno jauamwe HeoocmaHncke Typcke caMo je IeTMMHYHO
W BUIIE je TOCIeUIa CIUIeTa OKOJTHOCTH HErO YBPCTa CTBAPHOCT:
Typcka je Beh yBenmko yBydeHa y MyroTpajHH CEKTAIlIKA paT Ha
JleBanTy M3 KOTa ce, Kaja ce y mera yhe TOBOJBHO AyOOKO, TEITKO
n3nasd. Y MepcreKTHBH, OH MOKE JIaKo JI0BECTH 10 cykoba ca CA/]
u Uspaenom. OBakaB pa3Boj gorahaja Ou TpajHO cllabUO TYPCKY
Moh M OHecroco0spaBao je Ja ce 3Ha4yajHUje BOJHO M IMOJTHTHYKH
WHBOJIBHpA HA JIPYTUM MIPOCTOPUMA, Y APYTHM, T10 By Takolhe OUTHHM,
reoronutrakuM perujama (Kaskas, Cpenma A3uja, bankan). To He
3Hauyu aa Typcka — moHeceHa jadyameM no3uirja Ha JleBaHTy — He
MOJKe J1a ca MOJISTOM KpEHe J]a pealin3yje CBOje IUIAHOBE Ha JPYyTUM
npocropuma; anu he To 6utn Moryhe UCKIbYYHBO IUIIJIOMATCKUM U
€KOHOMCKO-TIOJTATHYKUM aKTHBHOCTHMA, jep he ’eHO BOJHO TEKUILTE
JIYTOTPajHO OUTH YCHJIPEHO IIy’K HBCHHUX jY)KHHUX TPaHMIIA, BE3aHHUX 32
KyP/ICKO TIHTAmbE.

IIIto ce Tnue MpaHa, HEroBO PETHOHAIHO Cla0JhEHE je
€BUJCHTHO, alli HE M JIyroTPajHO HEIMONPABJBHBO. Y JKEJbU Ja
OapeM jeTHHM JIeJIOM TIOHOBO IMOBEXeE ,,ITMUTCKHU JyK”’, Texepan he
MOpaTH Ja Urpa CTPILBHBY UTPY, OCIIOHU CE Ha HEAPIKABHE aKTepe
Y IPOILICHU J1a JIU MY je 00Jbe Jia MmoJApKu AJIaBUTE Jia IIpaBe CBOjY
CaMOCTaJIHy I KaBy HETo Ja MOKyIIaBa Ja YIUIMBHIIE HA IEHTPATHY
BracT y Jlamacky koja ce mokaszajia KpXKOM M CKJIOHA Taay. 3aTUBCKe
MOHapXxHje, HajcIaduju 0J1 CIIOJFHUX UTpava, caMo MOTY Ja payyHajy
Ha pacT cBOT npectixa Mel)y cynutuma Ha JIeBaHTy M Majio BHILE LITa
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O] TOTa; YMECTO Jia ce y3Hoce, 00Jpe OM MM OMIIO J1a ce TIpUIpemMe 3a
pasouapame koje he, cuiiom npuHyheHu Ha pasHa JaBupama, 10)KUBETH
OJ1 CBOjUX TEK MOBPLIHO Pear3ajHUpPaHUX IyJieHa KOjU CTUYY NpBa
030MJbHA UCKYCTBA U3 Peal-NOJUTUUKUX MelyHapoIHUX OJHOCA.
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Resume

Following the theoretical framework of classical geopolitical analysis,
the paper provides a geopolitical overview of power transitions in
Syria at the end of the long-standing civil war, the course of military
operations, and a description of the new situation on the ground that
emerged immediately. The introductory part of the paper explains
the basic weaknesses of the Bashar Al-Assad regime, as well as its
main flaws that led to its collapse in just eleven days. The second
segment of the paper explains the geopolitical importance of Syria in
a historical perspective, highlighting its constancy within the Levant
as an intermediate space in the Middle East, located between the areas
occupied by regional geopolitical powers across different historical
eras. In this way, the similarity between the former and the current
circumstances is highlighted. The middle part of the paper examines the
geopolitical dimensions of the newly established state, the ideological
and political background of HTS, the ruling military faction in the new
Sunni government in Damascus, and its relationship with other factions
and their strongholds in certain regions of Syria. The third part of the
paper analyses the influence of external great and regional powers
on the situation in contemporary Syria and their interest projections,
which conflict with each other in many ways. The final part of the paper
addresses a prognostic assessment of the future geopolitical prospects
of post-Assad Syria, taking into account the existing antagonisms
and divergent interests of the Syrian military, ethnic formations, and
external powers.
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