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Abstract

The paper analyses the US intervention in Venezuela in 2026 from the
perspective of prestige policy, seeking to show that security, economic,
and value-based explanations are insufficient to understand the decision
of the Donald Trump administration. In this context, the arguments
about the fight against “narco-terrorism”, the spread of democracy,
the economic interest in Venezuelan oil, and the strengthening of
the Monroe Doctrine are critically examined, concluding that they
cannot fully explain the scope, manner, and symbolic dimension of
the armed action. The paper offers an interpretation of the intervention
as a demonstration of US military power in order to affirm Donald
Trump’s personal political prestige. Relying on classical realism and
Hans Morgenthau’s concept of prestige, the paper shows that the need
for recognition of one’s own value remains an important motivational
factor for leaders who perceive international politics as an opportunity
to prove personal superiority. The intervention in Venezuela is
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interpreted as an action aimed, more than at any real American strategic
interest, at confirming Trump’s historic role through a demonstration of
force and determination.

Keywords: Donald Trump, USA, Venezuela, prestige politics,
intervention.

INTRODUCTION

The decades-long crisis in relations between the United States
(US) and Venezuela culminated on January 3, 2026, when integrated
US military forces in operation “Absolute Resolve” captured
Venezuelan President Nicolds Maduro and his wife (Barnes, Pager and
Schmitt 2026). The captured duo was detained in Brooklyn on charges
of “narco-terrorism” (Suares Sang and Hubbard 2026). In the spirit of
his earlier claims that Maduro’s “days are numbered,” President Donald
Trump triumphantly described the operation as “bringing a renegade
dictator to justice” and announced that the US would govern Venezuela
for a limited period of time, guaranteeing safe access to its oil reserves
for US companies (Politico 2025; Olay 2026; Aratani 2026). The
dramatic escalation of tensions between Washington and Caracas has
brought the “rogue” Latin American state back under the full control
of “Uncle Sam”. Two decades of hostility have ended in a matter of
hours. A new example of the old practice of US interventionism in
its own backyard has also reignited debates over its rationale. Is it
a matter of national security, naked imperialism, regime change, or
unscrupulous plunder of natural resources? Are the causes at the level
of the international system and the renewal of great power competition,
the state, and the special relationship of the US towards Latin America,
or are they the personal whims of the returnee to the White House?

This paper aims to highlight the policy of prestige as an
important factor in President Trump’s decision-making. Specifically,
the role that personal prestige played in the US intervention in
Venezuela. The methodological approach relies on qualitative content
analysis to examine statements by officials, key strategic documents,
and other relevant sources. The following chapter is an analysis
of different explanations for the US military operation in Caracas,
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followed by a definition of the policy of prestige as a framework for
interpreting the actions of the US president. The actions of the new
administration towards Venezuela are examined in this light, indicating
the continued importance of personal characteristics in foreign policy
decision-making.

WHAT DOES TRUMP WANT
IN VENEZUELA?

The beginning of Donald Trump’s second term in the White
House has predictably led to greater unpredictability in international
politics. Despite the traditional isolationist impulses of the president’s
favourite slogan, “America First,” the new administration’s “move
fast and break things” approach to foreign policy has chaotically made
Washington omnipresent in global crises (Ashford 2025). For a leader
who considers uncertainty and the element of surprise, in both business
and political careers, to be one of his most potent tools, such a state
of affairs is natural (Simié¢ i Zivojinovié¢ 2019, 290). It consciously
increases unpredictability for both rivals and allies, seeking to preserve
a wide range of options for the American president. In the whirlwind
of the search for a comprehensive explanation of Trump’s approach
to foreign policy, possible motives for intervention in Venezuela have
become a matter of dispute. What prompted the US president to deploy
military power, leading to Maduro’s capture?

The first formal reason, frequently cited by administration
officials, is to protect the United States from drug trafficking, of which
the Venezuelan president and his wife are accused. According to this
interpretation, Maduro and other high-ranking officials of his regime not
only facilitated the flow of drugs through Venezuela but also personally
led a criminal organisation known as the “Cartel de los Soles,” which
Washington designated as a terrorist organisation late last year (Rubio
2025). The intervention was aimed at protecting American citizens from
dangerous substances, for whose smuggling, according to President
Trump, this Latin American country is largely responsible (Qiu 2026).
This also fits into the broader rhetorical narrative of the returnees to the
Oval Office about the “war” against drug cartels pompously announced
during the election campaign (Blackburn Hudspeth et al. 2024).
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However, Maduro’s removal will not have a significant impact
on the overdose epidemic caused by the illegal drug trade in the
United States. Venezuela’s overall role as a production site and a
trafficking route for the two banned substances most frequently cited by
Washington, cocaine and fentanyl, is minor. Almost all of the world’s
cocaine production takes place in Colombia, Peru, and Bolivia, while
Mexico plays a key role in transit to the United States (Munir 2026).
Last year’s report by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
shows that Venezuela figures as a regional transportation route, but it
is not one of the primary producers of cocaine, nor a central smuggling
corridor (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC] 2025).
Fentanyl, on the other hand, is mainly produced in Mexico, using
chemicals from China, after which it is illegally transported across
the US-Mexico border (Munir 2026). Venezuela’s role in this supply
chain is virtually non-existent (Munir 2026). Furthermore, the notorious
“Cartel de los Soles” is more fiction than reality. The term has been
familiar to the Venezuelan public since the early 1990s, when it was
used to refer to alleged links between high-ranking military officials and
the drug trade (Antillano 2026). However, in the absence of evidence
of clear vertical integration that would allow for control of production
and drug trafficking routes, it is difficult to speak of a defined criminal
organisation. This is probably why the indictment against Maduro and
his wife does not even mention the alleged cartel (Vigna 2026). Another
contradiction in the administration’s overall anti-drug agenda is the
fact that President Trump pardoned the former leader of Honduras,
Juan Orlando Hernandez, who was convicted of smuggling over 400
tons of cocaine into the United States (Yousif 2025). Such a decision
suggests that punishing those responsible for drug-related crimes is not
a central priority for Washington, nor a plausible explanation for the
armed intervention in Caracas.

Another reason for intervention cited by administration officials
and some authors is to secure access to Venezuela’s natural resources,
primarily oil (Johnson 2026; Murphy and McManus 2026). This Latin
American country has the largest proven reserves of “black gold” in
the world, but the gradual process of nationalisation during the rule of
Hugo Chavez almost completely pushed American capital out of that
economic sector (Worldometer 2026; Koivumaeki 2015). Immediately
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after the intervention, Trump emphasised that Caracas would hand
over up to 50 million barrels of oil to Washington and encouraged
major oil companies to invest at least 100 billion dollars in Venezuelan
infrastructure to facilitate the extraction of this important resource
(Epstein and Chia 2026; Aratani 2026). Should we look for the key
reason for the intervention in this? Did the opportunity for the return of
American oil oligopolists shape Washington’s foreign policy?

This interpretation overstates the importance and role of
Venezuelan oil. Despite holding almost a fifth of global reserves,
Venezuela accounts for less than 1% of total daily barrel production
(Financial Times 2026). An important reason for this is that most of it is
heavy crude oil, which is extremely demanding and expensive to extract,
transport, and process (Domonoske 2026). In addition, rebuilding and
modernising the damaged infrastructure to double production would,
according to estimates, require a long-term investment of 115 billion
dollars, approximately three times the combined capital expenditures of
the two largest US oil companies, ExxonMobil and Chevron (Financial
Times 2026). In these circumstances, it is not surprising that the head
of Exxon claims that Venezuela is currently unprofitable for investment
(Kimball 2026). Even if oil production were to increase dramatically,
without increasing demand, lower prices could hit many smaller US oil
companies (Financial Times 2026). In addition, Trump’s pompously
announced, and at first glance impressive, 50 million barrels of oil is
less than what is produced in the US in four days, and their total value,
at current prices, would not reach three billion dollars (Jain 2026).
Hopes that Washington will profit enormously from Venezuelan oil are
illusory.

The third explanation for the intervention refers, directly or
indirectly, to the American practice of regime change, drawing an
analogy with the 2003 invasion of Iraq and the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein, or Panama in 1989, when Manuel Noriega was overthrown
(O’Sullivan 2026; Gonzalez 2026; Haass 2026). These authors point to
the lessons of Iraq and the challenges that accompany any attempt to
overthrow an authoritarian regime through military intervention and the
long-term control of a foreign state’s affairs. Claims of such intentions
are partially supported by some of Trump’s statements about governing
Venezuela until a safe transition to legitimate authority is possible

59



THE POLICY OF NATIONAL SECURITY pp. 55-81

(Olay 2026). The term “legitimate authority”, in line with earlier
interpretations of the US’s ambitious strategy of “liberal hegemony”,
which, in the unipolar era, implied military interventionism masked
by rhetoric about the protection of human rights (Mearsheimer 2018;
Steki¢ 2025, 128—129), could technically refer to the establishment of
democratic institutions in Caracas.

However, the idea that foreign policy was shaped by any
pretensions to a fundamental regime change and democratisation of
this Latin American country was quickly refuted by practice. The best
indicator of this is that Maduro was replaced by his Vice President,
Delcy Eloina Rodriguez Gémez, rather than by an opposition figure,
such as Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado, whom
Trump said was “not respected” in Venezuela (Adams 2026). In
addition, the US administration has ruled out any possibility of a
political transition through early elections, claiming that the country is
not ready for such a thing (Davis 2026). All this suggests that this is not
a matter of regime change, but of personnel changes within the regime.
The servile Rodriguez replaced the recalcitrant Maduro. It seems that in
this case, the legitimate authority, from the White House’s perspective,
is the one loyal to Washington.

A fourth explanation refers to the renewed importance of the
Monroe Doctrine for the new American administration (Long and
Schulz 2026; Grey 2026). The 1823 proclamation of the fifth US
President, James Monroe, has influenced Washington’s policy in the
Western Hemisphere for more than two centuries, in various phases and
forms. In his address to Congress in 1823, he unilaterally emphasised
that “the American continents, by reason of the free and independent
position which they have adopted and which they maintain, shall not
henceforth be considered as objects of colonisation by any European
power” (Sexton 2011, 3). It initially appeared to be a very paradoxical
document. On the one hand, the proclamation was much more the
aspiration of a young republic, which had not risen to the rank of a
great power, than an applicable policy. Formed under the influence
of the European constellation after the Napoleonic Wars, the doctrine
was, at that stage, more a reflection of American insecurity in the
face of renewed interventionism on the Old Continent than of self-
confidence. On the other hand, despite its distinctly anti-colonial tone
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and opposition to the European presence in the Western Hemisphere, at
its core, from the very beginning, the United States imperial ambitions
lurked (Sexton 2011, 3). It was, in the words of historian William
Appleman Williams, “imperial anti-colonialism” (Sexton 2011, 5). By
the end of the 19" century, it was clear that the first part of this phrase
had prevailed. Thus, in 1895, US Secretary of State Richard Olney
could claim that “the United States of America is practically sovereign
on this continent, and its word is law in those matters in which it
chooses to intervene” (Gilderhus 2006, 10). The key influence on the
development of the Monroe Doctrine in the first half of the 20™ century
was exerted by two Roosevelts. The first, Theodore, with his famous
addition to the doctrine, strengthened its militant and interventionist
dimension. For him, the almost natural mission of “civilised nations”
required assuming the role of international policeman in America’s
neighbourhood (Gilderhus 2006, 11). Such an approach, along with
the alleged concern for order, served Washington’s strategic and
economic interests. His cousin Franklin, on the other hand, shifted
the doctrine from the “Big Stick™ to the “Good Neighbour” policy.
Rejecting interventionism and interference in the internal affairs of
Latin American states, he emphasised reciprocal trade agreements
and new commercial opportunities (Gilderhus 2006, 13). The softer
approach was aimed at repairing the United States image in the
Western Hemisphere before World War 11, which was looming large
amid the rise of fascism in Europe and Japan’s imperial ambitions.
During the Cold War, the doctrine was interpreted in the light of the
global competition between the United States and the Soviet Union,
and its interventionist component was frequently used as a weapon
against leftist or pro-Soviet governments in South and Central America
(Gilderhus 2006, 14—16). After the end of the rivalry between the
two superpowers, despite proclamations of “the end of the Monroe
Doctrine era,” as US Secretary of State John Kerry claimed in 2013, the
Monroe Doctrine continued to influence Washington’s policy toward its
backyard (Naranjo Caceres and Brincat 2025).

The second administration of President Trump, like the first,
attaches special importance to this doctrine in its strategic documents
and official statements. Thus, the National Security Strategy of 2025
emphasises that the United States will “consolidate and implement
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the Monroe Doctrine to restore American preeminence in the
Western Hemisphere” (The White House 2025, 15). The document
also emphasises that Washington will “prevent competitors outside
the Hemisphere from deploying military forces or other threatening
capabilities, as well as from possessing or controlling strategically
vital resources in our Hemisphere” (The White House 2025, 15).
This “Trump’s corollary” to the Monroe Doctrine is presented in the
strategy as a return to key American security interests. Additionally,
in a press conference following Maduro’s abduction, President Trump
and Secretary of State Marco Rubio used the intervention in Venezuela
as an opportunity to threaten other Western Hemisphere states such
as Cuba, Mexico, and Colombia (Johnson 2026). So is the need to
re-establish American hegemony in its own backyard the key reason
for the intervention in Venezuela? Perhaps Caracas international
partnerships, including the two great powers, China and Russia, posed
a real threat to US strategic interests?

Since Maduro did not create Venezuela’s foreign policy approach
but rather took over and continued that of his predecessor, Hugo
Chavez, it is important to look back at that period of the “Bolivarian
Revolution” and its consequences for Caracas’s relations with Moscow
and Beijing. During his long reign, faced with the characteristic choice
of Latin American states between aligning with Washington and seeking
greater autonomy, Chavez adopted the latter approach (Mijares 2017,
207). His key foreign policy priorities were related to the preservation
of national independence, both political and economic, but also to the
promotion of a multicentric and multipolar international order. In this
context, the US was identified as the main threat to Chavez’s project,
while developing relations with Eurasian powers, Russia and China,
was a necessary component of achieving greater autonomy (Mijares
2017, 213). Cooperation with Moscow developed in the economic
and military spheres, and was accompanied by important political
symbolism. For Chavez, Russia, especially since Putin’s speech at the
Munich Security Conference in 2007, represented a great power that
shared his view on the necessity of countering American dominance,
an actor that could be presented to the public as a strong partner in
building a different international order (Rouvinski 2019, 4). The
Kremlin, on the other hand, in cooperation with Venezuela, received
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symbolic confirmation of the return to the status of a global power,
after the humiliation that accompanied the collapse of the USSR and the
drastic loss of influence at the end of the last century (Rouvinski 2019,
12). However, modern Russia is not the Soviet Union; it was not ready
to play the role of patron in relation to Venezuela that the communist
colossus had towards Cuba during part of the Cold War (Rouvinski
2019, 12). The performative and symbolic importance of cooperation
often exceeded its real, material scope, as shown by the fact that, of
the over 200 agreements, contracts, and memoranda of understanding
signed between Moscow and Caracas, many, in practice, remained mere
words on paper (Rouvinski 2019, 15). Therefore, despite the significant
development of relations between the two states since the beginning
of the 21 century, the limitations were clear. Another major power
with which Caracas has intensified its cooperation is China, which has
primarily sought to position itself as an important economic partner for
this Latin American country. Energy has played a central role in the
development of these relations. Thus, oil exports from Venezuela to
the Chinese market increased by 39% between 1999 and 2016 (Mijares
2017, 215). The continuity of this trend is also demonstrated by the
fact that Beijing was by far the largest importer of Venezuelan oil in
2025 (Javaid 2026). However, in terms of total imports of this energy
source into China, Venezuela participates with less than 5% (Javaid
2026). This suggests that Caracas has remained a minor energy partner
for Beijing, despite the long-term trend of developing relations in
this sector. In this context, Venezuela’s strategic importance to China
remained limited. Despite the obvious limitations, relations with these
two great powers served for Chavez, and then for Maduro, primarily
as a symbolic signal of the success of building greater autonomy from
the traditional regional hegemon. Overall, Caracas based its foreign
policy on an anti-imperialist and autonomous platform, which implied
strengthening cooperation with Russia and China to balance the United
States.

However, these relations did not pose a threat to Washington’s
security interests, either qualitatively or quantitatively. Venezuela
was not close to becoming a military proxy for Russia or China in
the Western Hemisphere, nor did the extent of their cooperation
challenge US regional dominance. In addition, Caracas has been under
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US sanctions for more than a decade, which have contributed to the
country’s overall economic crisis (Teixeira 2019). The country’s
gross domestic product (GDP) fell by approximately three-quarters
between 2014 and 2021; debt is estimated at more than 150 billion
dollars; hyperinflation reached 190% in 2023; and the budget is almost
two-thirds financed by oil exports (Roy and Cheatham 2024). The
Venezuelan military, despite acquiring Russian weapons, continued
to face serious challenges in training personnel and maintaining
equipment (Padinger 2025). The situation was also complicated by
political instability, which intensified after the 2024 presidential
elections, which were followed by accusations of ballot-box stuffing in
favour of Maduro (CBS News 2024). The combination of these factors
has made Venezuela an extremely fragile state. After all, the clearest
demonstration of this is the operation of January 3, 2026, in which the
president and his wife were captured in a few hours, without American
casualties (Barnes, Pager and Schmitt 2026). That Venezuela could not
count on any external support was clear from the reactions of Russia
and China to Washington’s intervention, which were limited to verbal
condemnation of the use of force against a sovereign state (Lewis 2026).
In this way, the limited scope of the relations that Caracas had built
with Moscow and Beijing was once again confirmed. The United States
undoubted military primacy in its neighbourhood was also confirmed.
As Stephen Walt notes, no other great power has or is actively trying
to establish a significant military role in the Western Hemisphere (Walt
2026). Overall, Venezuela and its international partnerships have not
seriously undermined the United States regional position or threatened
the Monroe Doctrine. Therefore, explanations that invoke the need
for its reaffirmation as a key reason for the intervention, although
they provide a partial picture of the new administration’s strategic
orientation, are not sufficient.

This chapter points out certain shortcomings in the frequently
asked questions about what Trump wants in Venezuela. If the most
commonly used arguments provide only a partial picture of American
motivations, doubts remain. The aim of the next chapter is to offer
a theoretical framework for interpreting the actions of the American
president.
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POLICY OF PRESTIGE

According to Kenneth Waltz’s three Images of international
politics, existing explanations locate the key causes of intervention
at the level of the structure of the international system, namely the
renewal of great power competition and the need to consolidate
regional hegemony in the Western Hemisphere, or at the level of the
state, where American interests are viewed through various prisms,
from the fight against drug trafficking to the exploitation of Venezuelan
natural resources and the practice of changing recalcitrant regimes
(Waltz 2001). The perspective that has been neglected is the individual.
The tendency of structural analyses to point to a small number of very
important features of international relations can sometimes obscure
the role of the personal factor in political decision-making. This, of
course, means that the leaders themselves play an important role, a
role often given very little space in neorealist theory, even though
any study of history suggests that it is also the history of great men
(Zivojinovié 2008, 370). As Daniel Byman and Kenneth Pollak note,
“explaining international relations without paying attention to people
like Hitler, Bismarck, Napoleon, and other notable figures is like trying
to understand art or music without studying Michelangelo and Mozart”
(Byman and Pollak 2001, 145). In this case, it is necessary to show
what President Trump’s ambitions and goals are. One concept that can
help in this, represented in the thinking of political philosophers and
also of politicians, who can be defined as realists in a broader sense, is
prestige.

In the context of ancient Greece and the Peloponnesian War,
Thucydides cites “safety, honour, and self-interest” as powerful motives
for action (Markey 1999, 135). Niccolo Machiavelli notes that the
greatest harms are to “property, blood, or honour” (Markey 1999, 135).
For Thomas Hobbes, fame, along with competition and distrust, is one
of the fundamental causes of interpersonal conflict (Markey 1999, 135).
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, making a distinction between self-love, which
seeks exclusively to fulfil essential human needs, and envy, the basis
of which is continuous comparison with others, emphasises that the
latter, which develops in the context of social existence, causes mutual
competition, thus making the pursuit of prestige an indispensable part
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of human activity (Markey 1999, 138). Reinhold Niebuhr identifies
prestige as an “indispensable source of power” (Kim 2004, 40). Honour
and fame, that is, the pursuit of eminence, recognition by others, which
is the essence of prestige, for these thinkers represent one of the central
components of interpersonal relations. The same motif is present in
the thinking of several statesmen, from Richelieu, Bismarck, Kennan,
to Acheson, who considers prestige to be “the shadow cast by power”
(Kim 2004, 40).

One of the founders of modern international relations, Raymond
Aron, also considers prestige and glory to be important elements of
politics (Aron 2001). He points out that the eternal goals that states
strive for are security, power, and glory (Aron 2001, 106-107).
Regarding their interaction, Aron notes that: “neither security nor
power satisfies the aspirations of communities: each wants to defeat
the others, to be recognised as superior by its rivals. Political units have
their own self-love, just like individuals, perhaps even more sensitively.
Therefore, they sometimes substitute the intoxication of victory for the
advantages of a negotiated peace” (Aron 2001, 110). The embodiment
of such a desire at the individual level is Louis XIV, who: “probably
loved glory as much as power” (Aron 2001, 108). The wars he waged,
due to their high material and human costs, even reduced France’s
relative power, but they significantly contributed to shaping France’s
image and, even more so, that of the “Sun King” himself. We find a
similar motivation in Emperor Napoleon III in his efforts to be accepted
as legitimate and equal to other European rulers, expecting fellow
monarchs to address him as “brother”, in the same way they addressed
each other (Kisindzer 2016, 102). These are two differentiated examples
of the same need for recognition of status, for fame and respect.

Examples of similar actions are also evident in the history of
other great powers. Andrei Tsygankov shows that national honour
played an important role in relations between Russia and the West from
Tsar Alexander I to Putin (Tsygankov 2012). Russia had possessed
the material capabilities of a great power since the time of Peter the
Great’s conquests, but it was only with the Peace of Teschen in 1779,
which ended the War of the Bavarian Succession, that its status was
recognised by other relevant actors in Europe. The Soviet Union was
diplomatically isolated for much of the interwar period, until just before
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the start of World War 11, despite possessing the material resources
of a great power. Prestige has a long tradition of being particularly
important to the great powers in the system. Similarly, Sergey
Radchenko explains the actions of Soviet political elites during the Cold
War by their striving for legitimacy, or recognition, both within the
international communist movement and by the other superpower (the
USA) with which they were in a truly global competition (Radchenko
2024). From the Soviet perspective, according to Radchenko, this
competition was a struggle for Hegelian recognition as the master not
only of the current international order but also, in a philosophical sense,
of history (Radchenko 2024). A similar motivation is often attributed
to the current Russian leadership. Thus, Vladimir Trapara, in addition
to the state-level prestige policy aimed at affirming Russia as a great
power on the international stage, sees in the decision to launch the
invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, a personal search for prestige by
President Putin, to secure his own place in the history of great Russian
leaders (Trapara 2025, 23). Chinese foreign policy is also increasingly
viewed through the logic of prestige-seeking and status competition in
international relations (Pan and Mao 2025; Deng 2008). In addition, the
competition between the USA and China is viewed through the prism of
the struggle for the top of the international prestige hierarchy in which
the challenger seeks to replace the previous hegemon, and the central
stage of this competition is the Asian continent (Foong Khong 2019).
For this paper, the best definition of prestige as a policy was
provided by Hans Morgenthau. For him, it is an essential element
of relations between individuals and nations (Morgentau 2014, 75).
As part of such an understanding, he also notes that, in domestic, but
also in international politics, “the desire for social recognition is a
powerful dynamic force that determines social relations and creates
social institutions” (Morgentau 2014, 75). In this process, the individual
“tends to receive from his environment confirmation of the values he
attributes to himself” and through this recognition “that others show
for his goodness, intelligence and power, he becomes fully aware of
what he considers his superior qualities; only in this way can he fully
enjoy them” (Morgentau 2014, 75). Based on this: “in the struggle
for existence and power — which, as we know, is the basic material of
the social world — what others think of us is as important as what we
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actually are” (Morgentau 2014, 75). In this context, the primary goal of
prestige policy is to leave an impression on other nations and project
an image of one’s own power and superiority. Its two main instruments
are diplomatic ceremonial, which, in the broadest sense, encompasses
all forms of symbolic and status representation of a country, and the
demonstration of military power to impress other actors (Morgentau
2014, 76-81).

Morgenthau also lists two ultimate goals of this policy: prestige
as an end in itself or as support for the policy of imperialism or the
preservation of the existing status quo (Morgentau 2014, 81). He
considers the second goal to be more frequent, emphasising that it
is then a necessary element of a rational foreign policy, whereas in
analysing the first, he implicitly draws an important distinction between
the prestige of the states themselves and that of the individuals who
lead them (Morgentau 2014, 83). Thus, he emphasises that it is no
coincidence that only conceited egocentrists tend to apply the policy of
prestige for its own sake” (Morgentau 2014, 82). As blatant examples
of such actions in the 20" century, he cites Wilhelm II and Benito
Mussolini, who: “Intoxicated by their newly acquired power in their
country... viewed international politics as a kind of personal sport in
which exaltation for their own nation and humiliation of others were
considered their personal superiority” (Morgentau 2014, 82). Narcissists
in leadership positions frequently combine their own fanaticism with
collective narcissism and nationalist radicalism (Suboti¢ 2025, 30).
As one of the key weaknesses of such a policy of prestige, especially
in authoritarian or highly personalised regimes, he emphasises the
tendency to confuse personal glory with a country’s national interests
(Morgentau 2014, 82). In such situations, Morgenthau’s distinction
between rational and irrational pursuit of prestige is relativised “because
it depends on whether rationality is assessed from the perspective of the
state or its ruler” (Trapara 2025, 23).

TRUMP’S QUEST FOR PRESTIGE
The above definition of policy of prestige can also shed light on

Trump’s personal ambitions and actions. For a leader who, during the
2024 election campaign, described himself as the greatest president in
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American history, above Abraham Lincoln and George Washington,
prestige is clearly significant (Walt 2025). Moreover, a few leaders
are so obsessed with their own image and desire to project a picture
of power and personal superiority. This is clearly demonstrated both
domestically and internationally. First, some of the obvious examples
of the need to leave a personal mark everywhere are the renaming of
the “Kennedy Center” to the “Trump-Kennedy Center” or the Institute
for Peace to the “Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace”, the demolition
of part of the East Wing of the White House to build a grandiose
ballroom, and the proposal to build an American version of the Arc de
Triomphe, which the US President already predicts will be “the largest
and most beautiful in the world” (Asiedu and Debusmann Jr 2025;
Gabbatt 2026; Politika 2026). Similar manifestations of the search for
symbolic recognition of one’s own importance, but in the international
arena, are evident in Trump’s repeatedly stated desire to receive the
Nobel Peace Prize in 2025 or his insistence on the renewal of global
respect for the US under his leadership (Pager 2025; Benen 2026). The
significance of this has been noted by other world leaders who regularly
use appeasement tactics in their interactions with him in the hope of
curbing the American president’s impulses (Psaropoulos 2025).
Beyond symbolic gestures, how has Trump’s quest for fame
influenced US foreign policy? Already during his first term, a number
of the administration’s foreign policy decisions were driven by prestige
motives (Glaser 2018, 183). However, this moment, and especially its
personal dimension, is qualitatively more pronounced after Trump’s
return to the White House. The second term is generally when American
presidents reflect most on their legacy. An important insight into how
the current American president is beginning to consider his place in
history is provided by Ashley Parker and Michael Scherer’s text, based
on interviews with Trump associates (Parker and Scherer 2026). They
note that Trump is not overly interested in legacy in the classical sense.
He is a man of the moment, someone who cares much more about his
historical significance being recognised while he is alive than about
being celebrated post mortem. Thus, during the 2024 campaign, when
one of his trustees pointed out to him that he should choose someone
who could continue the political movement in the long term, Trump
reportedly replied that he did not care because he would be dead (Parker
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and Scherer 2026). This suggests that the traditional legacy, that is,
the way his terms will be discussed in a hundred or more years, is
not a priority for the American president. However, empowered by a
major political comeback and relieved of the worry of reelection, he is
increasingly beginning to see himself in the context of one of the most
powerful men who ever lived, one who did things that others could
not, primarily thanks to his brute force and unwavering will (Parker
and Scherer 2026). Trump has almost certainly never read Hegel, but
having heard of his concept of “world-historical figures”, actors of the
zeitgeist who changed the course of human history, he no longer limits
himself to the counterpart of Washington and Lincoln, but sees himself
as the successor of Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, and Napoleon
(Parker and Scherer 2026). Hegel’s immortal trio consists of “practical,
political men” who, in their eras, broke norms and were accused of
behaviour “subject to moral condemnation”, which the current US
president is often accused of (Parker and Scherer 2026). Megalomaniac
tendencies have been further strengthened by assassination attempts that
Trump believes are directed only against significant figures (Parker and
Scherer 2026). They have created an additional halo of untouchability,
the belief that he is a man of destiny, preordained for great deeds. It
goes without saying that this self-perception is a blatant example of
Morgenthau’s claim about leaders intoxicated by newfound power and
provides fertile ground for foreign policy adventurism.

How did this view of the American president’s own importance
affect the intervention in Venezuela? Let us return to two specific
instruments of prestige policy for Morgenthau. The operation in
Caracas is clearly not a diplomatic ceremonial, but a demonstration of
American military power. Did it serve prestige as an end in itself, or
did it seek to support the policy of imperialism? As shown, Venezuela
did not represent a serious stronghold for other great powers in the
Western Hemisphere, nor did it threaten the regional dominance of
the US, or require the reaffirmation of the Monroe Doctrine. Its
natural resources or role in the illegal drug trade are also of secondary
importance. After all, there are indications that Maduro himself was
ready to hand over existing and future oil and gold projects to American
companies, redirect oil exports from China to the US, and cancel his
country’s energy and mining contracts with Russian, Chinese, and
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Iranian firms (Kurmanaev, Barnes and Turkewitz 2025). This means
that even these limited and largely symbolic American interests could
have been achieved without intervention. All of this suggests that this is
primarily an armed action for prestige’s sake. Not the prestige of the US
as a state, but the prestige of a president who often sees international
politics as a “personal sport”, a struggle for individual superiority and
recognition of one’s own power and value. In this context, it is possible
to conceptualise American intervention in Venezuela as a form of
policy of prestige, guided by the impulses of a “conceited egocentric”,
which is an end in itself.

CONCLUSION

Asked after the operation in Venezuela about possible limitations
on his global power, Trump, bypassing not only international law but
also American interests, emphasised that only his personal morality
could stop him (Sanger et al. 2026). This is a picture of a highly
personalised foreign policy and a leader who sees the state, among other
things, as an instrument for achieving personal glory. This paper shows
the importance of this component in the US president’s decision to
intervene in Venezuela in early 2026.

Beyond the Caracas operation, the relevance of the policy
of prestige as a broader framework for interpreting US strategy in
Donald Trump’s second term is questionable. In this regard, several
preliminary guidelines can be noted. On the one hand, at the highest
level of grand strategy, structural influences retain their primacy in
an international system transitioning from unquestioned unipolarity to
unbalanced multipolarity. Here, traditional great power competition,
especially geoeconomic competition with China, continues to dominate.
On the other hand, at the level of individual foreign policy decisions or
rhetoric towards allies and rivals, the prestige policy framework can
provide important insights into the actions of the US president. Aren’t
Trump’s announcements about the potential annexation of Greenland
motivated, at least partially, by the desire to be the first US president
in the 21% century to territorially expand the US, rather than by any
real security threat? Additionally, in discussing his decision to go to
war, together with Israel, against Iran, Trump stated that he did “what
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no other president has had the courage to do”, presenting the attack
as a demonstration of unprecedented decisive leadership (Hari 2026).
The examples cited suggest that the quest for prestige is a constant
feature of the US president’s foreign policy. During 2025, it was
primarily focused on building an image as a peacemaker destined to
be immortalised by the Nobel Peace Prize. When that failed, he sought
recognition of his own greatness through a series of high-handed actions
from the beginning of 2026. From the intervention in Venezuela to
threats of annexation of Greenland and the war against Iran, Trump has
largely subordinated US foreign policy to personal prestige, convinced
of his own historic mission.
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Huxoua IpepagoBuh’

Hucmumym 3a cmpamezujcka ucmpaxicusarsd,
Yuusepzumem odopane, beoepao, Penyonuxa Cpouja

YJOTI'A IUYHOTI ITPECTHU/KA Y
CIIOJBHOIIOJIMTUYKOM OAJIYUYUBAIY
JOHAJIIA TPAMIIA HA ITPUMEPY
BEHELYEJIE

Pe3ume
OBaj pan mpyka KpUTHYKY aHAIHU3Y BOjHE HHTepBeHNHje CjequmbeHnX
Awmepuukux [Ipxkasa y Benenyenu 3. janyapa 2026. roqune, mossare
Kao ornepanuja ,,ArncoiayTHa oaiaydHocT”. OCHOBHH [IUJb UCTPAKUBAMHA
j€ Ja ToKake Nma Cy TpaauilioOHaIHA OO0jalrmkhema yCMEpeHa Ha
HallMOHaJHy 0e30eJHOCT, E€KOHOMCKE HHTEpece M IPOMOLUjY
JEMOKPATCKUX BPEAHOCTH HENOBOJbHA Ja OM c€ y MOTIIYHOCTH
o0jacHUIIM O0MM, TajMUHT U CUMOOJIMYKa ITpUpoaa omiyke Tpamiose
aIMUHHUCTpAIH]je aa 3apodu mpencenanka Hukomaca Mamypa. YmecTo
TOTa, CTyH]ja IpenjiaXke TEOPHjCKy HUHTEpIpEeTalujy 3aCHOBaHy Ha
KJIACHYHOM pPeasin3My, KOHKPETHO Ha KOHLICTITY MOJIMTUKE MPECTHKA
Xanca Moprenraya. Pag mounme JEKOHCTPYKIIMjOM 3BaHHYHUX
ompaBaama Koja je MOHYyAIa BallTHHITOHCKA afMUHAICTparja. [IpBo
o[l ’UX, 60p0Oa NpoTUB ,,HAPKO-TEPOPU3Ma”, OCIIOpPaBa CE aHAJIU30M
rnoxaraka o mobaiHoj TproBuHu aporom. [lokasyje ce na je ynora
Benenyene y npou3Bo/imby U TPAH3UTY KOKanHa M (peHTaHWIIA Maja y
nopehemy ca KorymOujom mim Mekcukom, Te aa je ,,Kapren me joc
Comnec” (Cartel de los Soles) yriiaBHOM pPETOPHYKH KOHCTPYKT KOjU
ce KOPHCTH 3a OomlpaBaame HHTepBeHIHje. Hanaswe, mpeucnutyje
ce CTpaTellku IuJb o0e30ehuBama OrpOMHHX pe3epBU HadTe y
Benemnyenu. Ctyauja OTKprBa 1a OTPOMHHU TPOIITKOBH MOJICPHHU3AIIN]E
pyHHUpaHe BeHELyeJIaHCcKe HHPPACTPYKTYpE U TELIKa NPUpoJa HeHE
cUpoBe HadTe YMHE HEMOCPEIHY EKOHOMCKY JOOHUT 3a aMepHuKe
HadTHe KommaHuje miy3opHoMm. llITo ce THde MOTHBA ,,IPOMEHE
pexnma’ ¥ IeMOKpaTnu3alije, pax HCTHIE 3Ha9ajHy MPOTHBPEUYHOCT:

" Wwmejn agpeca: nikola.preradovic@mod.gov.rs; ORCID: 0009-0007-9571-4258.
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WHTEPBCHIIMja HHjE JOBEJa 1O JIEMOKpPAaTCKe TpaH3HIHMje HUTH
JI0 javama BEHEIlyeJaHCKe OIOo3WIMje. YMecTo Tora, Maaypo je
3aMCI-CH TIOCITYITHHjOM (HUTYPOM M3 OKBHpa Ioctojeher pexuma,
niornpenceaauniom [encu Pompures, mro cyrepuire 1a je mpuMapHa
Opwura Ouia jojaiHOCT BamHITOHY, @ He MHCTUTYLIMOHATHE pedopMe.
Konauno, paj ce 6aBu ,,IpamMrioBoM aomyHoM” MOHPOOBE JIOKTPUHHU.
3akipydyje ce na je, mako je aAMUHHUCTpaIldja Hacrojajga Ja ce
CYyIPOTCTaBH PyCKOM M KHHECKOM YTHIIAjy, IPUCYCTBO OBUX CHJIA Y
Benenyenu Omio npBeHCTBEHO CUMOOIMYHO U HUj€ TPEACTABIHAIIO
CTBapHY BOjHY IPETHY aMEPUUKO] PErHOHATHO] XereMOHUju. OCHOBHA
Te3a pajia je a ce MHTEePBEHIIja Haj0OJhe pa3yMe Kao IEMOHCTpAIIH]ja
Mohu HaMemeHa apupManuju TNYHOT TOTUTUIKOT TipecTrxka JloHanma
Tpamna. Ocnamajyhu ce Ha Bonmosy ,,ipBy ciauky” mehyHaponHux
OJIHOCA, WHIWBHJIyaIHH HHUBO, yKa3yje ce aa Tpamn J0KUBIJbaBa
MehyHaponHy apeHy Kao MO30pHHIly 3a JWYHY Baldganujy W
JI0OKa3uBame cynepuopHocty. Oneparyja ,,ATCoayTHa OITyIHOCT
CITy’KHJIA je Kao IMOJIMTHKA MPECTHKa, I1e BOjHA CUila HUje KopuiheHa
3a ONUIBbKBE CTpaTelke 100uTke, Beh ka0 CHMOOIMYKH MHCTPYMEHT
3a yuBpithuBame TpamMmoBOTr HCTOPHjCKOT Haclieha U CIIMKE OMTy9IHOT
I00aNHOT JuAepa. Y 3aKJbYUKy, paJl TBP/H JIa TICUXOJIOMIKY (pakTopu
Ha MHJIMBHIYaJIHOM HUBOY U MOTpeda 3a NMpU3HameM 0CcTajy MOhHU
nmokperauu croJbHe nosimtrke. Ciiydaj Benenyesne nokasyje na y
CaBPEMEHO] €pH TeXKHa 3a MPECTHIKOM MOYKE HaJMAIITUTH MaTepHjaiHe
HaIlMOHATHE MHTEepece, Bojehn ka IpaMaTHdHUM BOjJHUM aKildjama
OCMUIIIJBEHUM BHIIIC 300T (bUXOBOT' CUMOOJIMYKOT YTHIIaja HETO 300T
T€OMOJIMTHYKE HEOITXOAHOCTH.

Kibyune peun: Jlonann Tpamn, CAJl, Beneuyena, nonutruka
MpecThka, UHTEPBEHIIH]a.

" This paper was received on May 15, 2026, and accepted for publication at the
Editorial Board meeting on June 1st 2026.
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YJOI'A JIMYHOI ITPECTUXA Y
CIIOJBHOIIOJIMTUYKOM OJIYUUBABY
JOHAJIJA TPAMIIA HA ITPUMEPY
BEHELYEJIE

Caixerak
Pan ananusupa amepuuky uHTepBeHunjy y Beneryenu 2026. roaune ca
CTaHOBHIIITA MTOJIUTUKE MPECTHIKA, Texkehu na mokaxe ga 6e30eqHOCHa,
€KOHOMCKa W BPEHOCHA 00jalllibeihba HUCY JIOBOJbHA 33 pa3zyMeBambe
omryke agmuancTpanuje Jonanna Tpammna (Donald Trump). Y Tom
KOHTEKCTY C€ KPUTHYKH pa3MaTpajy apryMeHTH O O0pOH MpOTHUB
,»HapKO-Tepopu3Ma”, IUPEHhY AeMOKpaTHje, EKOHOMCKOM HHTEpPEeCy
3a BEHEIlyeJaHCKY HadTy U OCHa)XUBamkby MOHPOOBE JOKTPHUHE, Y3
3aKJby4ak Ja OHU HE MOTY y MOTIYHOCTH 00jaCHUTH OOMM, HAYHH
U CUMOOJIMYKY JIUMEH3H]y OpyKaHe akiuje. Y panay je nonyhena
WHTEpIpeTalyja MHTEPBEHIIM]je Ka0 JEMOHCTpAIje aMepHIKe BOjHE
mohn y iipy adupMariije JIMIHOT TMOJUTHIKOT TIpecTka JloHamma
Tpamna. Ocnamajyhu ce Ha KITACHYHH pealii3aM U KOHIIEMT IPECTIKa
kox Xanca Moprenraya (Hans Morgenthau), pan mokasyje aa notpeba
3a MpU3HAKEM COTICTBEHE BPEAHOCTH OCTaje Ba)KaH MOTHBALMOHHU
(haxrop 3a nuaepe Koju Melh)yHapo HYy MOJIMTUKY JI0KUBJhABa]y Kao
MPUINKY 3a JOKa3HBambe JIMYHE CyNepHOpHOCTH. MHTepBeHIHja
y Benenmyenu Tymauu ce Kao akimuja, Koja je BHIIE HETo Ha OWIIO
KOjH peasHu aMepUUKH CTPATEIIKH MHTEPEC, yCMepeHa Ka IMOTBPIN
TpamiioBe ucTOpHjCKe yJIore Kpo3 AEMOHCTPALIU]Y CHIIE M OJUTyYHOCTH.

" Wwmejn agpeca: nikola.preradovic@mod.gov.rs; ORCID: 0009-0007-9571-4258.
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Kibyune peun: Jlonann Tpamn, CAJl, Beneunyena, nonutuka
MPeCTHKa, MHTEPBEHLIHU]a.

YBOJI

Bumeneuennjcka kpusa ogHoca CjenIMeHHX AMEPHUYKHX
HpxaBa (CAJ]) u BeHemyerne je cBOjy KyJMHHAIM]y JTOKHBEIA 3.
jamyapa 2026. ronuHe Kaja Cy HHTETPHUCAHE CHare aMepuyIKe BOjCKE
y omneparnuju ,,ArcoiayTHa ojrydHocT’ (Absolute Resolve) 3apobwuie
BEHeIlyellaHCKOT npencennnka Hukomaca Manypa (Nicolas Maduro
Moros) m weroBy cynpyry (Barnes, Pager and Schmitt 2026).
VYxBahenu aBojan je npuTBopeH y bpykinHy nox otyx0ama 3a ,,HapKo-
tepopuszam” (Suares Sang and Hubbard 2026). ¥ nyXy cBOjux paHHjuX
TBPAKBY Aa ¢y MamypoBH ,,JaHU OA0pOjaHu’’, TIpeaceTHuK Tpamir
j€ CIaBOJOOMTHO OIMHCA0 OTepaIujy Kao ,,IpUBOheHme OIMETHYTOT
nuKkTaTopa npasan”’ u HajaBuo na he CAJl ynpasibatu Benenyemnom
onpeheHo Bpeme, rapanTyjyhu aMmepruukuM KoMIIaHujama 0e30e1an
npucTyn meHuM pesepsama Hadre (Politico 2025; Olay 2026; Aratani
2026). JIpamaThyHU paciuieT TEH3Wja Ha pejanuju BammHrroH-
Kapakac je Bparuo ,,oqMeTHHYKY npikaBy JlaTHHCKe AMepHKe o
MOTITYHY KOHTpOIY ,.yjka Cema”. [IBo/I€IIEHNjCKO HEMPHjaTeJbCTBO je
OKOHYAHO 3a nap cati. HoBu npumep crape npakce HHTEPBEHLMOHU3MA
CA/l y cBOM IBOPHILTY j€ IIOHOBO MOKPEHYO U AcOaTe 0 pazio3uma
3a ucry. Jla im je y nmuTamy HalHMOHaJHA 0€30€HOCT, OrOJhEHU
UMIIepHjau3aM, TIPOMEHa peXUMa MM OCeCKPYITYyJIO3HO OTHMamhe
IpUpoAHUX pecypea? Jen cy y3pouu Ha HUBOY MelyHapoaHor cuctema
1 00HOBE HaJMETama BEJIMKUX CHUJIA, Op’KaBe M IMOCEOHOI OJHOCa
CA/l npema JlaTuHCKO] AMEpHIIM UJIH CE€ Pay O JTUYHUM XHUPOBUMA
noBpatHuka y bemy kyhy?

s oBor paga je na ykake Ha MOJUTUKY IMPECTHXa Kao
BakaH (akTop OJUTy4HBama 3a npejacennuka Tpamma. CrienndudHo,
Ha yJIOTY KOjy j€ JIMIHU MPECTIK UMao MPWINKOM HHTCPBEHITH]C
CA/l y Benenyyenu. MeToaos1o1IKy pajl ce Oclialkba Ha KBaJUTATUBHY
aHaJIM3y caapskaja 3a pa3MaTparme H3jaBa 3BAaHUYHMKA, KJbYUHUX
CTpaTEUIKNX AOKyMEHaTa U APYTUX PejeBaHTHUX M3BOpa. Y HACTaBKY
Ce aHAIM3MPA]y pa3IudyuTa 00jallkemha MOTHBA aMEPHUYKE BOjJHE
onepanuje y Kapakacy, a HakoH Tora ce jaedUHHUIIE TOJIUTHKA
IpecTX’a Kao OKBHP 3a TyMau€lme I[OCTyllaka aMEepHUYKOT
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npeAceHUKa. Y TOM CBETJIy €€ IpoMaTrpa U JejoBambe HOBE
agMUHUCTpanyje npemMa Benenyenn yka3yjyhn Ha KOHTHHYHpaHH
3HAYaj JIMYHUX KaPAKTEPHUCTHKA Y CIIOJHHOMIOIUTUYKOM OJITYYHBAIbY.

IITA TPAMII )KEJIX Y BEHELYEJIN?

[Touerak apyror mannara Jonanma Tpamna y benoj kyhu je
OYCKHMBAHO pe3yiTupao nopehameM HenpeaBUAUBOCTH Mel)yHapoIHE
MOJHUTHKE. YTIPKOC TPATUIIUOHATHAM U30JallHOHUCTHIKIM HMITYJICUMa
MIPEJICETHNKOBE OMIJbECHE KPMIIATHUIIE ,,AMEeprKa Ha IPBOM MeECTy,
MPUCTYTI CTOJHHOj TOJUTHUIN ,,Kpehu ce Op30 u pymm cTBapu’”
HOBE aJJMUHHCTpAIHje je Ha XaOTHYaH HaYWH YYMHHO BammHrToH
cBenpucyTHUM y riaobamuuM kpuzama (Ashford 2025). 3a nunepa
KOjH YNpaBO HEM3BECHOCT M (akTop M3HeHalewa, y MOCIOBHO] U
MMOJIUTHYKO] KapujepH, cMaTpa jeJHHM OJI CBOJHUX HAJIIOTEHTHUjUX
opyha, TakBo crame je mpupoano (Simié i Zivojinovi¢ 2019, 290).
Omno cBecHO MoBehaBa HEMPeIBUAJBUBOCT KAKO 33 PHBAJIE, TAKO H 3a
caBe3HUKe, Texkehy J1a ouyBa MIMPOK AMjaa3oH OIIHUja 32 aMEPHYKOT
IpejaceIHuKa. Y BPTJIOTYy MOTpare 3a CBeoOyXBaTHUM 00jalIbECHEM
TpamMmoBor mpHCTyNa CIOJbHO] MOJUTHIM, MOTyhHM MOTHBH 3a
WHTEpBEeHIIM]Y Y BeHelyenu cy mocranu npenmMer criopema. Lllra je
OTIPEICITAIIO aMEPHUKOT MPEACeIHNKA 32 IEMOHCTPAITH]y BojHe MohH y
K0joj je 3apobsreH Manypo?

[IpBu QopmaHn pasnor, ydecraio HaBoheH on cTpaHe
3BaHWYHUKA aJMUHUCTpanyje, je 3amtuta CAJl oxq kpujymuapema
HApKOTHKA 32 KOjy Cy BEHEIyeIaHCKH MPECETHUK 1 HBeroBa Cynpyra
ontyxenu. [Ipema T0j MHTEpHIpeTanyju Maaypo U APYrd BUCOKH
3BaHUYHUIN H-ETOBOT PEKHMMa HE camo Jia Cy OMOryhmim mpoTok
npore kpo3 Benenyeny, Beh ce muuHO Hanase Ha 4ely KpUMUHAIIHE
opraHuzanuje nosHare kao ,,Kapren ne noc Conec” (Cartel de los
Soles), kojy je BammmHrTOH KpajeM MpoIuie roJAuHE O03HAYHUO Kao
tepopuctuuky (Rubio 2025). UnTepBenyja je 3a (usb UMaja 3alTuTy
amepuukux rpaljana oJ1 onmacHUX CYICTaHIIM, 33 Yhje KpUjyMUapeme
je, mpeMa pedrnma npeaceaanka Tpamia, BEAHHCKH 0roBOpHA YIIPaBO
Ta matTuHOaMepudka nprkasa (Qiu 2026). To ce yknamna u y mupu
pPETOPHYKH HapaTHB NOBpaTHUKA y OBaHM KaOWHET O ,,paTy’”’ MPOTHB
HapKO-KapTesa TOMIIE3HO HajaBJbeH TOKOM IPean300pHE KaMIambe
(Blackburn Hudspeth et al. 2024).
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Mebhytum, ykinamame Maaypa Hehe 3HauyajHUje yTHULATH
Ha enuieMHujy TMpeao3upama H3a3BaHy WJIETAIHOM TPrOBUHOM
Hapkotuimma y CAJl. Ykynua ynora Benemyene, xao Mecta
[IPOU3BOE, AU U PyTe KPUjyMuapema, 3a JBe 3a0pambeHe CyICTaHLe
koje BammarTon Hajuenrhe nctuve, KOKavH W (DEHTaHWII, j€ MIHOPHA.
l'oToBO 1EnOKymHa CBETCKa MPOM3BOMAA KOKAaWHA C€ OABUja Y
Konymo6uju, [lepyy n bonusuju, nox 3a tpansut ka CA/l kibyuHy yiory
nma Mekcuko (Munir 2026). [Tpoumoroanimsy u3BenTaj Kannenapuje
Vjenumennx Haruja (YH) 3a 6opOy mpoTHB Jpora U KpuMHHAIA
nokasyje na Benenyena ¢urypupa kao pyra perioHaJIHOT TPaHCIIOPTA,
aJv HUje je/IaH Off TPUMapHUX MPou3Bolada KOKanHa, HUTH IIEHTPAITHU
kopuaop 3a kpujymuapeme (United Nation Office on Drugs and Crime
[UNODC] 2025). ®denrtanun ce, ca Ipyre CTpaHe, yriaBHOM IPOU3BOIH
y Mekcuky, kopuctehn xemukanuje n3 Kune, HaKoH dera ce Wieraaito
TPAHCIIOPTYje MPEKO aMepruyKo-Mekcuuke rpanuie (Munir 2026).
VYora Beremyene y ToM JTaHIly cHa0IeBama je MPaKTUIHO HermocTojeha
(Munir 2026). JonaTtHo, o3nornamenu ,,Kapren ae moc Comec” je
BHIIIE (PUKIHja HETO pearHocT. Taj mojaM je BeHeIyeJIaHCKO] jaABHOCTH
MO3HAT jour oJ panux 90-ux roauHa Kaja je KopuitheH xa o3Hayu
HaBoOJIe 0 Be3aMa n3Mel)y BUCOKMX BOjHUX 3BaHUYHHKA U TPrOBHHE
HapkoruiuMma (Antillano 2026). Mnak, y oJICyCTBy J0Ka3a O jaCHO]
BEPTUKAIIHO] MHTETPAIHjH, KOja O oMoryhira KOHTPOJTY ITPOU3BOIHEC
U pyTa 3a KpHjyM4apemne Apore, TEeIIKO je TOBOPUTH O AeHUHUCAHO]
KpUMHHAJIHO] oprau3anuju. To je BepoBaTHO M pasJior 3allTo ce Y
OIITYXKHULX IPOTUB Majiypa 1 mberose cynpyre HaBOJHU KapTel HU He
cnomumse (Vigna 2026). Jor jenHy KOHTPaIUKIU]y Y YKYITHO] areHIu
00opOe MPOTHB TPrOBHHE HAPKOTHUIIMMA aJMHHUCTPAII]e TPE/ICTaBIba
YHEHULIA Ja j€ NPeICceIHUK Tpami OMUIOBaO OMBLIET JMzaepa
Xonpaypaca, Xyana Opnanna Epnannesa (Juan Orlando Hernandez),
ocyhenor ympaso 3a kpujymuapeme npexo 400 Tona koxkanna y CAJl
(Yousif 2025). TakBa o/uryKa CyrepHulIe 1a KaKibaBamke OJITOBOPHUX 3a
KpHBHYHA JIeJIa TIOBe3aHa ca HApKOTUIIMMA HUje HEHTPATHU PHOPUTET
BammHrrona, HUTH yBEpIJFUBO 00jalllbeibe 32 OpYKaHy UHTEPBEHIIH]Y
y Kapaxkacy.

Hpyru pasmor Koju 3BaHHYHHUIM aJIMUHUCTpaIHje, ald |
MOjeIMHU ayTOPH, UCTHUY je 00e30ehuBame nmpucTyna mpupoHUM
pecypcuma Benenyene, npeBacxoaHo Hadtu (Johnson 2026; Murphy
and McManus 2026). OBa jiaTuHOaAMepUYKa JpiKaBa pPacrioiaxe
HajsehnM nokazaHuM pe3epBama ,,I[PHOT 3JI1aTa” Ha CBETY, alik je
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IIOCTETICHH MPOLeC HAalMOHAIM3allije TOKOM BliagaBuHe Yra Yaseca
(Hugo Chavez) roTOBO Y MOTIYHOCTH TTOTHCHYO aMEPUYKU KAIATAI
u3 Tor ekoHoMmckor cektopa (Worldometer 2026; Koivumaeki
2015). Tpamm je HemocpeIHO HAKOH WHTEPBEHITH]jE Harjacuo aa he
Kapakac npematu no 50 mmnmmona Oapena HadTe BammHTTOHY M
MO/ICTaKao BeJIWKe HapTHE KOMITaHH]j€ J1a MHBECTUPajy HajMame 100
MUIIHjapiu Jojapa y BeHELyelaHCKy HHPPACTPYKTYpy paJu OJaKIIaHe
ekcTpakije oBor BakHor pecypca (Epstein and Chia 2026; Aratani
2026). [Ja 11 y ToOMe Tpeda TpaKUTH KIbYYHH Pa3Jior HHTEPBEHIIU]je?
Ja nu je mpruinka 3a moBpaTak aMepUYKHX HA()THUX OJUTOIOIUCTA
00JIMKOBaJa CIIOJbHY MOMUTHKY Bamarrona?

OBa wuHTeprnperanyja MNOpeHarjiamaBa 3Hayaj] H YIOTYy
BeHelyeanancke HadTe. be3 o03upa mro Benemyena pacrnomnaxe
FOTOBO TMETUHOM TJIOOAJTHUX PE3EpPBH, OHA Yy YKYIIHO] JHEBHO]
MPOU3BOKM Oapena ydecTByje ca mame o 1% (Financial Times
2026). Baxan pasJyior 3a TO je YHEeHHIA na ce BehWHCKu pamn
0 TENIKOj CHpPOBOj HAPTH, KOjy j€ HM3y3eTHO 3aXTEBHO M CKYIIO
eKCTpaxoBaTH, TpaHcropTroBat u npepaautu (Domonoske 2026).
HonatHo, 0OHOBa M MOJIepHHU3alMja HapyLIeHe HHPPACTPYKTYpe pain
IOyTUIMpama Mpou3BObE Ou, IpeMa MpolieHama, 3axTeBaja IyropouHy
WHBECTHIU]Y o7 115 Munmjapau gonapa, OTIPUIIMKE TPU ITyTa BHUIIE O]
KOMOWHOBAaHMX KallUTaTHUX M3[aTaka ABE Hajehe amepuuke HadTHE
xommannje, Excon mobuna (ExxonMobil) n llleBpona (Chevron)
(Financial Times 2026). ¥ TuM okojJHOCTHMMA, He W3HEHahyje Aa
npBu 4YoBek ExcoHa TBpau na je BeHemyena y TpeHYTHOM CTamby
HeucriaTuBa 3a yiaramwe (Kimball 2026). Hak u y ciny4dajy aa ce
JpamatiuyHO moBeha nmpou3Boimka HaTe, O0e3 nmoBehama Tpakmbe, HUKE
IIeHe O MOTJIe Ja MOToJIe MHOTE Mamkhe aMepHIKe HaTHE KOMITaHU]E
(Financial Times 2026). ¥3 To, TpaMnoBHX IMOMIIE3HO HajaBJbEHUX U
Ha TIPBU norje] nMnpecuBHuX 50 MrinoHa Oapena HadTe je Mame
HEro IITO ce nmpou3Bene 3a yetupu aana y CAJl, a muxoBa yKynHa
BpPEIHOCT, IO TPEHYTHUM LIeHaMa, He OM JOCTHTJIa TPU MHJINjapae
nonapa (Jain 2026). Hage na he BammHrToOH éHOPMHO NpodUTUPATH
0]l BEHEI[yeIaHCKe HaTe Cy HITy30pHE.

Tpehe oO0jammeme WHTEPBEHIHjEe C€, MAHUPEKTHO HIIH
WHIMPEKTHO, TI03MBa Ha aMEPUIKY MTPAKCy MPOMEHE pexnMa, paBehn
aHajorujy ca mHsasujoM Ha HMpak 2003. u cBpraBamem Camama
Xyceuna (Saddam Hussein), unu [Naname 1989. roaune kana je cpyuieH
Manyen Hopujera (Manuel Antonio Noriega Moreno) (O’Sullivan
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2026; Gonzalez 2026; Haass 2026). OBu ayTopu yka3yjy Ha JEKIIHje
Hpaka u u3a30Be KOju MpaTe CBAKH MOKYIIA] PYIICHa ayTOPUTAPHOT
pEeXUMa BOJHOM MHTEPBEHIIUjOM U JIyTOTPAJHOT PyKOBOhEma cTpaHoM
npxkaBom. [loTmopy TBpAmamMa O TakKBUM Hamepama Mpykajy U
nojenuHe TpammoBe m3jaBe O ymnpaBibajy Benermyemom mok ce He
omoryhu 0e36enHa Tpanzuumja no gerutuMmue Biactu (Olay 2026).
TepmuH ,,JierutuMHa BiacT” OH, y CKJIaly ca paHHjUM TyMadyemuMa
amepuyKe aMOUIIMO3HE CTpaTeruje ,, in0epaiHe XereMoHuje”, Koja je y
YHUTIOJIAPHO] epH Mojjpa3yMeBajia BOjJHU HHTEPBEHIIMOHN3aM MacKUpaH
pETOPUKOM O 3amTHTH JbyAckuxX npaBa (Mearsheimer 2018; Stekic
2025, 128-129), TeXHHYKH MOTAO0 J1a TTOApa3yMeBa yCIOCTaBIbamke
JIEMOKpaTCKUX HHCTUTYIH]ja Y Kapakacy.

Mebhytum, uaejy na cy CIOJbHY HOJUTHUKY OOJMKOBase
OWIO KakBe NpPETeH3Wje Ka CYHITHHCKO] NPOMEHH pEeXHMa H
JICMOKpaTH3alliji OBE JIATHHOAMEPUYKE Jp)KaBe je BpJio Op30
IeMaHTOBaIa Tpakca. Hajoospu mokaszaTesb Tora je YHLCHUIIA 1 je
Manypa 3amennia merosa normpencenauia Jemncu Poapures (Delcy
Eloina Rodriguez Gomez), a He HeKa OJ] TUYHOCTH U3 OMO3UIIHOHOT
MuUbea, nomyTt gooutHuue Hobenose Harpazne 3a mup, Mapuje Kopune
Mauano (Maria Corina Machado Parisca) 3a xojy je Tpamm ucrakao ia
»~Huje momroana” y Benemyenu (Adams 2026). JlomaTtHo, amepuika
aIMUHHCTpaIHja je UCKIbYUria OMII0 KOjy MOTYNHOCT MOJTUTHYKE
TpaH3WIIHje TIyTeM CKOPHjUX M300pa, TBpaehn 1a 3eMIba HHje CIIpeMHa
3a Tako Hewmto (Davis 2026). Ce To cyrepuiie aa ce HE pagu O
IIPOMEHHU PEXXHUMa, HETO ePCOHAIHUM IIPOMEHAaMa YHYTap PeKUMa.
Henocnymnor Manypa je 3amennna cepsuiina Poapures. Ynnu ce na
jey OBOM cly4ajy JISTUTUMHA BJIACT, U3 mepcriekTuBe bene kyhe, ona
Koja je jJojamHa BamuHTrTOHY.

UerBpTO O0jammeme ce Mo3WBa Ha OOHOBJBEH 3HAYQj
MoOHpPOOBE JOKTPUHE 3a HOBY aMepuuky aamMuHuctpaiujy (Long
and Schulz 2026; Gray 2026). [Ipoknamanuja neTor npeaceIHuKa
CA/J] llejmca Monpoa (James Monroe) nz 1823. ronuHe BUIIIE O
JIBa BEKa, Y pa3INuyuTUM (azama U 00JUIIMMa, YTHYE Ha IMOJUTHKY
Bammuarrona y 3amamaoj xemuchepu. OH je y cBoM oOpahamy
Konrpecy 1823. roguHe yHHJIATEpAIHO HAIJIACUO 1A C€ ,,AMEPUUYKU
KOHTHHEHTH, yCJIeJT CJIOOOJHOT U HE3aBUCHOT TOJIOXKAaja, KOjU Cy
YCBOJWUJIM M KOjU oxapxkaBajy, yoyayhe nehe cmatparu npeamerom
KOJIOHM3AIMje 0] cTpaHe Omiio koje eBporicke cuie” (Sexton 2011,
3). OHa je MHMIIMjATTHO MIPEACTaBJballa BPJIO MapoiaKcalaH JTIOKYMEHT.
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Ca jenHe cTpaHe, IpoKJIaMalyja je Tajga MHOTO BHUIIE ariCUpanuja
MJaze penyOIrKe, Koja ce HUje y3[uria y paHr BeJIMKUX CHIIa, HETO
pUMEHBUBa MoMuTHKA. Hacrana o yTuiiajeM eBporicKe KOHCTeNaluje
HakoH HarmoneoHoBux paTtoBa, TOKTpHHA je, y TOj Ga3u, jOIT yBEK BUIIIC
0JIpa3 aMeprUYKe HECUTYPHOCTH Ipe]l OOHOBOM MHTEPBEHIIMOHH3MA
CTapor KOHTHHEHTa Hero camonoysaama. Ca Ipyre crpaHe, yIpKoc
M3Pa3UTO AHTUKOJIOHHU)IIAHOM TOHY U CYyHPOTCTaBJbalby €BPOIICKOM
MPUCYCTBY y 3amnajHoj XxeMuc(epH, y HBEHO] CPIKH OJ] cTapTa Bpedajy
nmnepujaiane amounuje CAJl (Sexton 2011, 3). Ona je, npema pednma
ncrtopuuapa Bunmjama Armnmena Bwmjamca (William Appleman
Williams), ,,amnepujanan antukonornjamuizam’ (Sexton 2011, 5). Jlo
kpaja XIX Beka je OMIto jacHO /1a je pBH J€0 OBE CHHTAarMe MpeBarHyo.
Tako je 1895. ronuHe amepuyuku Ap>kaBHU cekperap Puuapa Onan
(Richard Olney) morao na tBpau na cy ,,CjenumeHe AMepuuke
JpxaBe MpakTHYHO CyBepeHE Ha OBOM KOHTHHEHTY, a FbHX0Ba pey je
3aKOH y OHUM TNUTamUMa y Koja omryde na ce ymemajy” (Gilderhus
2006, 10). Kipyunu ytuiiaj Ha pa3Boj MOHpOOBE IOKTPUHE Y TIPBO]
nonoBrHE XX Beka cy uMana nia Pyssenra. [lpBu, Teonop (Theodore
Roosevelf) je ca cBOjoM TIO3HATOM JOIYHOM JOKTPUHE 0jadyao HEHY
MUJIMTAHTY ¥ MHTEPBEHIIMOHUCTHYKY TUMEH3H]Y. 3a Iera je TOTOBO
NPHUPOJIHA MHCH]a ,,[IMBIIIM30BAHMX HallMja’ Hajarajia Mpey3ruMame
yiore Mel)yHapoHOT TToNnIIajia y amepuakoM koMmmmnyky (Gilderhus
2006, 11). TakaB HacTy™M je, y3 HABOJHY OpPUTY O TIOPETKY, CITY>KHO
CTpaTelIKUM M EKOHOMCKHM HWHTepecuMa Bammarrona. Hberos
pohak ®penknuH (Franklin Delano Roosevelt) je, ca npyre cTpase,
JOKTPHHY TPEYCMEPHUO OJ ,,BEeNUKOT wmTamna’” (Big Stick) ka momuTuuu
,J100por cycena” (Good Neighbor). Onbailyjyhu HHTEPBEHIIMOHH3AM
1 MEIIalke y YHYTpaIlibhe MOCIOBE JJATHHOAMEPHUYKHX ApKaBa, OH
j€ Harjlacak CTaBMO Ha PEIUIPOYHE TPTOBHHCKE CIIOpa3yMe U HOBE
komepuujanne npuiuke (Gilderhus 2006, 13). Mekmu npuctyn je 3a
b uMao nonpasky umuna CAJl y 3ananHoj xemucdepu npexn Apyru
CBETCKH parT, KOju ce ca ycroHoM (dammsma y EBporu n uMnepujaiHum
aMmOunmjama JamaHa, yBenWKO Haszupao. Tokom XiaaHor para,
JIOKTPHUHA je WHTEPIIPETHpaHa y CKJIAIy ca MPU3MOM TJI0OaTTHOT
Hagmetama CAJl n Cosjerckor CaBesa, a FheHa HHTEPBEHIIMOHUCTHYKA
KOMITOHETA je ydecTasio KopumrheHa Kao opysKje IMPOTHB JEBUYAPCKUX
WM TpocoBjeTckux Biana y JyxHo] m Llentpannoj Amepunu
(Gilderhus 2006, 14—16). 1o okoHYamy PUBAJICTBA JIBE CYIIEPCHUIIE,
YIPKOC IIpOKJIaMalujama o ,,0KOH4Yamy epe MOHpOoOBe TOKTpUHE”,
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Kako je 2013. ronuHe TBpAMO aMepuiKH ApxkaBHU cekperap Llon Kepu
(John Kerry), oHa je HacTaBuiia Jla yTHYE HA TIOJUTUKY BammHrrona
npema ceom geopumty (Naranjo Caceres and Brincat 2025).

Hpyra apMmuaHECTpaIryja npeaceaqanka Tpavma, HacTaBibajyhn
TPEH]T 3all0YeT y MPBOj, YIPABO OBOj MOKTPHHU IpHJIaje TmocedaH
3Ha4aj y CTpaTEeIIKUM JOKyMEHTHMA U M3jaBaMa 3BaHUYHMKA. Tako
Crpareruja HanumoHanHe Oe3bennoctu u3 2025. roguHe HCTHYE
na he CAJl ,,yuBpPCTHTH U CIIPOBECTH MOHPOOBY IOKTPHHY Kako
Ou moBparmin amepuuky Hagamoh y 3amannoj xemuchepu” (The
White House 2025, 15). JlokymeHT Harnamasa 1 na he BammHarTOH
,,OHEMOTYhUTH KOHKYpEeHTHMa u3BaH Xxemucdepe ma pacrmopelhyjy
BOjHE cHare Wi Jpyre nperehe kamanuTere, Kao U Ja MOCEAYjy WIN
KOHTPOJIMIIY CTPaTEHIKH BUTalIHE pecypee y Haioj xemucgepu” (The
White House 2025, 15). OBa ,,Tpamnosa gomnyna” MoOHpOOBE JOKTPHHE
j€ Y CTpaTeruju npeacTaBjbeHa Kao MOBpaTak KJbYYHUM aMEPUUKUM
0e30eaHOCHNM MHTEpecuMa. JlomaTHo, Ha TIpec-KOH(EPEHITHN]H HAaKOH
Manypose ormule, npeaceaHuKk TpaMi u gp:kaBHU cekpetap Mapko
Py6uo (Marco Rubio) cy naTepBeHIMjy v BeHeryenn nckopucTiim
Kao MPWIMKY Ja YIyTe NPeTHEe IpyTruM Ap)kaBama 3anagHe xemuchepe
nonyTt Kybe, Mekcuka u Koiym6uje (Johnson 2026). Jla jiu ce onna
y IOTpeOH MTOHOBHOT YCIIOCTaBJbalha aMEPUIKE XeTeMOHHU]E Y CBOM
JIBOPHUINTY KpHje KJbYIHH pasior HHTepBeHIHje y Benerryenn? Moxaa
cy mehynaponHa maptHepcTBa Kapakaca, ykibydyjyhu U 1Be Bennke
cune, Kuny n Pycujy, npencrasspaiia peaHy npeTihy 3a CTpaTellKe
nntepece CAJL?

Kako Manypo HHje Kpeupao CIOJHHOIOJHMTHYKH IPHUCTYII
Benenyene, Beh je mpey3eo M HaCTaBHO Jia CIPOBOJU MOJUTHKY
CBOT TIpeTXOonmHWKa Yra Yameca, Ba)KHO jeé OCBpHYTH C€ Ha Taj
IIepHO[ ,,00JIMBAPCKE PEBOIYLIMjE” U HETOBE MOCIEIULE Y TOTIeny
onHoca Kapakaca ca MockBom u [leknarom. YaBec je TOKOM CBoje
JIyTOTOUIIELE BIaJaBUHE, CyOUeH Cca KapaKTEPUCTHYHUM H300pOM
JIATHHOAMEPUYKUX JpkaBa m3Mmel)y cBpcTaBama y3 BamuHrron
WM moTpare 3a BehoM ayTOHOMHjOM, CBOjy BEJIHKY CTpaTerujy
TeMeJbHo Ha npyrom npuctymy (Mijares 2017, 207). bern kibydHn
CIIOJbHOTIOJIUTUYKA TNPHUOPUTETH Cy CE€ OJHOCHIM Ha O4YyBambe
HaIMOHAJTHE HE3aBUCHOCTH, KaKO MOJUTHYKE, TAKO 1 EKOHOMCKE, aJli
Y IPOMOIIHjy MYJTULEHTPUYHOT U MYJITHIOIAapHOT MehyHapogHoT
nopetka. ¥ ToM koHTekeTy, CAJl cy uneHTHduKOBaHEe Kao IIaBHa
npeTmha YaBeCOBOM IPOJEKTY, JO0K je Pa3B0Oj OJTHOCA Ca €BPOA3UjCKUM
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cuiama, Pycujom n Kunowm, npeacraBjbao HEONXOAHY KOMIIOHEHTY
ocTBapuBama Beher crenena ayrtonHomuje (Mijares 2017, 213).
Capanma ca MOCKBOM ce pa3BHjaja y eKOHOMCKO] U BOjHO] chepw,
a BUX je mpaTWia W BaKHa MOJMTHYKa cuMOonnka. 3a Yaeca je
Pycwuja, nororoso oy ITytunosor (Bradumup Bradumuposuy ITymurn)
roBopa Ha MuHXEHCKO] KoH(pepeHnuju o 6e3oeanoctu 2007. roaunne,
Mpe/cTaBbajia BEJIUKY CHUTY KOja JIeH HBEeroB CTaB O HEOMXOJHOCTH
CYIpPOTCTaBJhbakba aMEPHUYKO] IpeMohu, akTepa KOju Ce MOXKe
JaBHOCTH TIPHKA3aTH Ka0 CHAXKaH MapTHEP Y M3TPaJlibu JIpyradujer
mehynapoauor mopetrka (Rouvinski 2019, 4). Kpemss je, ca apyre
cTpaHe, y capaamu ca Bereryenom qo0M0 CHMOOJIMYKY TOTBPY
MOBpaTKa CTaTyca MI00AIHe CUIe, HAKOH MOHIKEHha KOje je MPaThUiIo
pacnag CCCP u gpacTuyHM TYOMTaK yTHLAja KpajeM MPOLUIOT BeKa
(Rouvinski 2019, 12). Unak, monepua Pycuja nuje Cojercku Cases,
OHa HHUje OWIa cpeMHa Jia y oJHocy npema Benmyenu uma yiory
ITOKPOBHUTEJhA KAKBY j€ KOMYHUCTHYKH KOJIOC TOKOM Jiesia XJ1aJHOT
para nmao npema Kyou (Rouvinski 2019, 12). IlepdopmatuBuu n
CUMOOJIMYKH 3HAY4a] Capaibe je UeCTO HaJMAIINBAO hEeHE peasHe,
MaTepHujaliHe JOMETe, IITO MoKa3yje U YMmbeHua aa je o npexo 200
criopa3yma, yroBopa U MeMOpaHJyMa O pa3yMeBamy MOTHHUCAHUX
usmel)yy Mockse u Kapakaca, BeJIMKH OpOj, Y MPAKCH, OCTA0 TPa3HO
cioBo Ha manupy (Rouvinski 2019, 15). [akie, ynpkoc 3HaTHOM
pa3Bojy omgHOCa JIBe ApkaBe of rmoyeTka X XI Beka, TuMHTAIH]e CY
owre jacHe. Ipyra Benuka cuiia ca kojom je Kapakac mHTEeH3UBHpao
capaamy je Kuna, koja je mpuMapHO TeKWIIa Jja ce MO3ULHOHNPa Kao
BayKaH EKOHOMCKH MapTHEP OBE JIATHHOAMEPHYKE JpKaBe. 3a pa3Boj
THX OJIHOCA j€ eHepreTuKa uMaia IeHTPaIHY yyory. Tako je u3Bo3
HadTte 13 Berernyene Ha KHHECKO TPXKUINTE y TTepuoay u3mehy 1999. u
2016. ronuHe mopacTao 3a 39% (Mijares 2017, 215). KontunyunTeT TOT
TpeHJia JeMOHCTpUpa U YnibeHuNa aa je [lexunr Tokom 2025. roaune
O0mo naneko Hajsehu yBo3HUK BeHelyenancke HadTe (Javaid 2026).
Wnak, y moryieny yKynmHor yBo3a oBor eHepreHTa y Kunu, Beneryena
ydecTByje ca Mamwe o1 5% (Javaid 2026). To cyrepumie na je Kapakac
0CTa0 MHUHOpAH €HEPreTCKHU mapTHep 3a [IeKuHT, yIpKoc AyroTpajHoM
TPEHIy pa3Boja OJTHOCA Y OBOM CEKTOpY. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY je U
cTpateniku 3Havaj Benenyene 3a Kuny octao orpanuueH. YIpKoc
OYHUTHM JIMMHUTALMjaMa, OJHOCH Ca OBE JIBE BEJIUKE CHJIE Cy 3a
Uaseca, a oHzia 1 32 Majypa, CIIy)KHWIH IPUMapHO Ka0 CUMOOJIUYKU
CUTHAJ ycriexa u3rpajme Behe ayToHOMHje CIipam TpaullHOHATHOT
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pErHOHAIHOT XereMoHa. YKYIHO mnocMmarpaHo, Kapakac je cBojy
CIIOJbHY MOJUTHKY TEMEJHHO Ha TUIAT(HOPMH aHTHUMIIEpHjau3Ma H
ayTOHOMHM]e, KOja je Mmojipa3yMeBaiia jayame capajiibe ca Pycujom u
Kunom pagm mokymmaja ypaBHoTe)kaBama CA /L.

MebhyTiuMm, OBH OHHOCH HH Yy KBaJUTAaTHBHOM HHU Yy
KBAaHTHTaTHBHOM TOTJIE/ly HUCY TIPEACTaBIbAIN MIPETHY 3a Oe30eIHOCHE
nHTepece Bammnarrona. Benenyena Huje Ouia Onm3y Aa mocrtaHe
BojHa excnio3utypa Pycuje nnm Kune y 3ananHoj xemucdepu, HUTH je
00UM EBUXOBE Capajiibe JIOBOANO Y MUTAkE PETHOHAIIHY JOMHUHALIN]Y
CAJl. Jomatao, Kapakac ce Buiie o1 jemHe ACIICHUj¢ HaJa3d IO
aMepHYKHUM CaHKI[MjaMa Koje Cy JIONpUHEeNe YKYITHOj €KOHOMCKO]
kpu3u 3emibe (Teixeira 2019). bpyro momahu mpoussox (BIT)
JprKaBe je omao 3a OTHpuiIMKe Tpu yeTBpTrHE M3Melhy 2014. u 2021.
rOJIMHE, IyT je MPOICHEH Ha Builie 011 150 Munujapau nosiapa, 0K je
xunepuHdnanuja nzHocuna 190% 2023. rogune, a OyyeT je roToBO
nBotpehnuackn prHancupan n3Bo3oM Hadre (Roy and Cheatham 2024).
Beneryenancka Bojcka je, ynmpKkoc HabaBIH PyCKOT OpYIKja, HACTaBHIIa
Jla ce cyodaBa ca 030MJBHHM HM3a30BUMa Y IMOTJIeay oOyKe Jby/ICTBA
u oxpkaBama onpeme (Padinger 2025). Curyanujy je oTexaBaia u
MMOJIUTHYKA HECTAOMITHOCT, MHTEH3UBUPAHA HAKOH MPEICETHUIKUX
nzbopa 2024. rogune, koju cy npahenu ontyxoama o aicupukosamy
pesynrara y kopuct Mamypa (CBS News 2024). Kombunatmja oBux
(haxTopa je Benemyeny ydumHMIA H3pa3UTO (PPArvITHOM JIPIKABOM.
VYocranoMm, HajjacHHja AEMOHCTpallija Tora je cama ornepauuja 3.
janyapa 2026. ronyuHe y K0joj Cy 3a HEKOJIUKO caTH, 0e3 aMepHUKHX
XKPpTaBa, 3apo0JbEeHH TIPE/ICEIHIK U BberoBa cymnpyra (Barnes, Pager and
Schmitt 2026). [la Benernyena He MoXe Jia pauyHa HU Ha KaKBY CIIOJbHY
TIOAPIIKY OWIIO je jacHO m3 peakiyja Pycuje n Kune Ha WHTEpBEHITH]Y
BammarTona, Koje cy ce 3aapikase Ha BepOaHOj OCyIu yrnoTpede cuie
poTuB cyBepeHe Apxase (Lewis 2026). Ha taj HaumH cy jour jeqHOM
MMOTBp)eHM OrpaHUYCHH JOMETH OJHOoca Koje je Kapakac u3rpanno
ca MockBom 1 [lekunarom. [ToTBpheH je U HeCyMIBHBH BOjHU IPUMAT
CAJl y cBom kommminyky. Kako npumehyje Ctusen Bont (Stephen
Walf) naujenna npyra BelWKa CHJIa HEMa HUTH aKTUBHO TOKYIIIaBa 1a
YCIIOCTaBH 3Ha4ajHy BOjHY yJory y 3amaanoj Xemuchepu (Walt 2026).
VYKyImHO nocmarpaHo, Benenyena u meHa MeljyHapoiHa mapTHepCcTBa
HUCY 030MJbHO Hapylwia pernoHanny nosuuujy CAJl HuTu yrposuia
MonpooBy nokTpuHy. Crora oQjamrmema Koja ce IO3HMBajy Ha
noTpedy meHe peadupmalije Kao KIbYIHOT pa3jiora HHTEpBEHIIH]e,
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HaKo Mpy’Kajy NaplujajiHy CIMKY CTPaTellKe OpHjeHTaluje HOBE
aJIMMHHUCTpAIMje, HUCY IOBOJbHA.

Y OBOM TIOIVIaBJbY j€ yKazaHO Ha ojpeheHe MamKaBOCTH
ydecTalux OJAroBOpa Ha NMHTame mrTa Tpamm sxenu y Beremyenn.
Axo Hajuemrhe kopuntheHN apryMeHTH, [1ajy camo MapIyjaiHy CIUKY
aMepH4Ke MOTHBAIIMje, HeJoyMHLe OcTajy. Lvib HapeaHOT mornaBiba
je Jla MOHYAM TEOPHjCKU OKBUP KOjU MOXKE OUTH KOPHCTAH 3a TyMauyeHme
MOCTYTIaKa aMEPUYKOT MTPEICCTHHIKA.

IHOJIUTUKA ITPECTHXA

IMpema Ttpu ciuke mehynapomne monutrke Kenera Boma
(Kenneth Waltz) noctojeha objanmerma Kiby4He Y3pOKE HHTEPBEHIIU]ES
MpoHasia3e Ha HUBOY CTPYKType MehyHapoaHor cuctema, OJHOCHO
O0OHOBE HaJIMETama BEIIMKUX CHJIA U TOTpeOe 3a KOHCOIHIAIN]OM
peTrHoHaJHe XETeMOHHje Yy 3amamHo] XeMHuchepu, WIH HUBOY
JpIKaBe, TJIe e aMEPHUYKH MHTEPECH MOCMAaTPajy Kpo3 pasiinduTe
npusMe ojJ OopOe NPOTHUB KpHUjyMuaperma HapKOTHKA MPEKO
eKCIUIoaTalMje BEHEIyeIIaHCKUX MPUPOJHUX pecypca 10 IMpakce
rnpomene HernocaymHux pesxkuma (Waltz 2001). ITepcniektuBa koja je
3arocTaB/beHa je MHIUBUAyaHa. TeHIeHIMja CTPYKTYpHHUX aHalln3a,
KOje yKa3yjy Ha Malm Opoj BeoMa BaKHUX OJUIHKa Mel)yHapoIHIX
0JIHOCA, TIOHEKAaJT MOTY Jia 3aMarjie MPUCYCTBO JUYHOT (akTopa y
MOJUTUIKOM OJITY4HBay. TO HApaBHO 3HAYH JIa BAXKHY YJIOTY UMajy
caMu JIUJIepH, KOjUMa je y HEOPEAIMCTUYKO] TEOPHjH YECTO OCTABILEHO
BpJIO Majio MPOCTOPa HaKO CBAKO MpOydaBame UCcTopuje y HajBehem
neny ynyhyje Ha To /1a je OHa M MCTOpHja BETHKUX JbyH (Zivojinovié
2008, 370). Kako npumehyjy Hanuen bajman (Daniel Byman) n
Kener Ilonax (Kenneth Pollack) ,,00jammaBat MelyHapoaHe
OJIHOCE, a MPUTOM HE MPUJIABATH MaXKiby JbyIUMa onyT XUTIiepa,
busmapka, Hanoneona u Apyrux 3HayajHUX JIMYHOCTH, UCTO j€ ITO
Y MOKYIIIAj Jla Ce pa3yMe YMETHOCT WM My3HKa 0€3 Ja ce Mpoy4aBajy
Mukenanheno u Mouapt” (Byman and Pollack 2001, 145). ¥ oBom
CITyd4ajy je HEOIXOHO TPHUKA3aTH U IITa CY aMOWIIH]e U ITUJHEBH CaMOT
npencenuuka Tpamma. JeJan KOHIENT, KOjU MOXKE Y TOME J1a TIOMOTHE,
3aCTYIUBbCH y Pa3MHUIILJbay MOJUTHUKUX QHI030(da, anu u ApIKaBHHKA,
KOjH ce MOTY Je(HMHUCATH PeaIuCTUMA Y IIUPEM CMHUCIY, je IPECTHK.

V¥V kontekcty antuuke I'pue u Ilesnononeckor para, Tykuaun
(Thucydides) xao mohHe MOTHBE 3a JeIOBamke HABOIH ,,0€30€THOCT,
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yact u conictBenu untepec” (Markey 1999, 135). Hukono Maxkujasenu
(Niccolo Machiavelli) npumehyje na cy nHajsehe mrere y ,,AMOBUHH,
kpBu uiH y yactu” (Markey 1999, 135). 3a Tomaca Xob6ca (Thomas
Hobbes) je cnaBa, y3 TaKMHYCH-E W HEIIOBEPJHHBOCT, jellaH O]
(yrmamentamHux y3poka wMehyspyackor kondmmkra (Markey
1999, 135). XKan XKak Pyco (Jean-Jacques Rousseau), npaBehu
JUCTUHKUHW]Y n3Mely jbybaBu npema cedu, Koja TpaKu UCKIbYUYHUBO
HCMYHEHhe CYIITUHCKUX JbYJICKUX TTOTpeda, U 3aBUCTH, YHjy OCHOBY
Mpe/icTaB/ba KOHTHHYHpaHO Tmopeheme ca apyruma, HarmamiaBa
Jla Ipyra, Koja ce pa3BHja y KOHTEKCTY IPYIITBEHE €T3UCTEHITH]E,
y3pokyje Mel)ycoOHO HanmMeTame YnHehn THMe TeX’bY 32 CTUIIAEkEM
MPECTXKa HEM30CTaBHUM JeNIOM Jbyjicke akTuBHOCTH (Markey 1999,
138). Pajaxong Hubyp (Reinhold Niebuhr) npecTx uaeHTU(UKY]e
Kao ,,Hen3octaBHU u3zBop mohm” (Kim 2004, 40). Yact u cinaga,
OJIHOCHO TEXKHha 32 EMHUHEHIIUjOM, MPU3HAKBEM OJI CTpaHe JIPYTHUX,
IITO je CYIITWHA MPECTIXKa, 32 OBE MHCIIHOIIEC TPEICTaBIba jCIHY
0]l LIEHTPAJIHUX KOMIIOHEHTH Mehysbynckux oaHoca. Mctu Motus je
MPUCYTaH U y Pa3MUIUbakby HU3a ApXKaBHUKa of] Puiessea (Armand
Jean du Plessis), busmapka (Otto von Bismarck), Kenana (George
Kennan) no Adecona (Dean Acheson) koju MpecTux cmaTpa ,,CEHKOM
kojy Gara moh” (Kim 2004, 40).

Ca muMa ce claxe W jeflaH of yTeMeJbUTe ha MOJICpHE HayKe O
MelyyHapogauM ogHOcuMa, Pemon Apon (Raymond Aron), xoju Takole,
MIPECTHK U CIIaBYy CMaTpa B)KHUM elleMeHTuMa ronuTrke (Aron 2001).
OH yka3yje J1a Cy BEUWTH LIUJBEBH KOjUMa IpKaBe Texke 0e30e1HOCT,
moh u cnaBa (Aron 2001, 106—-107). O »uXxoB0j UHTEpAKIIUju APOH
npumehyje na: ,,Hu 0e30e/THOCT HU CHJIa HE 33JI0BOJbABAJY TCIKHHEC
3ajeqHUIA: cBaka Xohe ja modean Apyre, Aa joj CymapHUIle MprU3Hajy
npBeHCcTBO. [lomuTHyke jequHUIIE MMajy CBOjE€ caMOJbyOJhe Kao U
MOjeIMHIIN, MOXK/a joll oceTbuBHje. CTora MoHeKa | MPeTIoCcTaBIbajy
MMjaHCTBO M00OEeIe MPEAHOCTUMA MUPa TOCTUTHYTOT IIPEroBopuma’
(110). OtenoBIbeHE TAKBE TEXKH€ HAa WHJWBHUIYAIIHOM HHUBOY je
Jyj X1V (Louis XIV) koju je: ,,BEpOBATHO BOJICO CJABY KOJIMKO U
moh” (Aron 2001, 108). PaTtoBu koje je Bommo cy, 300 BUCOKHX
MaTepHjaIHUX U JbYJCKUX TPOILIKOBA, YaK U yMambUIIM peJaTuBHy Moh
Dpaniycke, ajy ¢y 3Ha4ajHO JONPUHETH U3Trpaambu nMuna Opaniycke
, jou BUIIE, caMmor ,,kpajba Cynue”. CInyHy MOTHBALUjy HaJIa3uMO
u xox uapa Hamoneona I (Napoleon I1) y meroBuM HacTojambuMa
na Oyne mpuxahieH Kao JIETUTUMaH W PaBHOINPABAaH Ca OCTAIUM
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€BPOIICKUM BiIaJiapumMa, ouekyjyhu na My ce apyru Monapcu oopahajy
ca ,,0Opare”, Ha jeJJHAK Ha4YMH KaKo cy ce MelyycoOHO ocoBsbaBaiu
(Kisindzer 2016, 102). To cy nBa nudepeHnpana mpuMepa UCTe
notpede 3a IPU3HAKEM CTATyCa, 3a CIIABOM U YBa)KaBAHEM.

[Tpumepy cIMYHOT N1eNI0Baba Cy YOUJbUBH M 'y UCTOPHjU JPYTHX
Bennkux cuina. Auapej Lurankos (Andrei 1sygankov) okasyje na
je y onnocuma Pycuje u 3amana ox mapa Anexcanapa I (Arexcanop
I Ilagnosuu) no IlyTuHa BakHy yJOTY Wrpaja HallMOHAJIHA 4acT
(Tsygankov 2012). Pycuja je jom oj BpemeHa ocBajama Ilerpa
Benuxor (I7émp I Anexkceeguy) mocenoBana MaTepujaIHe KamamuTeTe
BEJIKE CUJIE, i je TeK ca MupoMm y Temeny 1779. rogune, Kojum
je oxkoHwaH Pat 3a GaBapcko Haciele, mpu3HAT HBeH CTaTyc Of
CTpaHe ApYyTux peyieBaHTHHUX akTepa y EBponu. Cosjercku CaBe3 y
MehypaTtHOM neproay je OMo IeTUMHUYHO TUIIIIOMATCKUA M30J0BaH
JI0 TIpeJi caMm ModveTak J[pyror cBeTCKor para, Hako je MOceIoBao
MaTepHjajHe pecypce Beauke cuie. [IpecTmk nMa nyry Tpaaunujy
M3pa3uTOr 3Hayaja 3a Benuke cuie y cuctemy. Cimano Tome, Ceprej
Panuenko (Sergey Radchenko), nenoBame COBjE€TCKUX MOJUTUIKUX
eJIuTa TOKOM XJaZHOT paTa oOjallmaBa HUXOBOM TEXHOM Ka
JIETUTUMUTETY, OJHOCHO TpPHU3HABKY, KaKo yHyTap MmehyHapomgHoTr
KOMYHHUCTHYKOT TIOKpEeTa, Tako U o1 cTpaHe apyre cynepcuie (CA)
ca KOjoM Ccy OMIM y UCTHHCKH Tio0amaoM Haametamy (Radchenko
2024). 13 coBjeTcke mepcreKTuBe, npeMa PagdenKy, To TakMAYeHe
je 6mro 6opda 3a XeresIoBCKO MPHU3HAKE Kao rocroaapa U To He caMo
aktyesnHor mehynapoanor nopetka, Beh u y ¢punosodckom cmuciy,
rocrogapa ucropuje (Radchenko 2024). Ananorna MmoTuBanuja ce
YeCTO NPUIHCY]e U aKTyeITHOM PYCKOM pyKoBojcTBY. Tako Brnagumup
Tpamapa, y3 MOJIUTHKY NPECTHKa Ha HUBOY ApKaBe YHMjH je b
aupmanmja Pycuje kao Benmuke cuiie Ha MeljyHapoaHOj CIeHH, Y
OJUTyLIM O IOKpeTamy MHBa3uje Ha YKpajuny ¢edpyapa 2022. ronune
BHJIM W JIMYHY MOTpary 3a NpecTux oM npencennuka [lyruna, pagu
00e30ehrBama CONCTBEHOT MECTa Y HCTOPHU)U BEJIMKUX PYCKHX JIMJepa
(Trapara 2025, 23). Takohe u knHecka croJbHA MOJIUTHKA CE CBE BHIIE
Ipomarpa Kpo3 JIOTHKY Tparama 3a IPecTHKoM u 6opOe 3a craryc y
mehyrapoganm ogaocuMa (Pan and Mao 2025; Deng 2008). Jlonatao u
camo HaaMmetamwe CAJl u Kune ce pasmarpa xpo3 npusmy 6opOe 3a Bpx
MehyHapoaHe Xujepapxuje IpecTika y KOMe H3a31uBad TEXH J1a 3aMeHU
Jocalallber XereMOHa, a [IEHTPpaIHa MMO30PHHIIA TOT HaJMeTama je
asujcku koHTuHeHT (Foong Khong 2019).
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3a motpebe oBor paaa HajObosbe onapelheme mpecTuxa Kao
MOJIUTHUKE je npyxkuo Xauc Mopreuray (Hans Morgenthau). Ona je
3a Bbera CyITHHCKH eJIEMEHT OJJHOCa Kako Mel)y MmojeIMHIIMa, TaKo
u Mehy marmmjama (Morgentau 2014, 75). ¥V ckiIoITy TakBOT CXBaTamba
youaBa ¥ J1a, Y yHyTpallikoj, alld 1 y Mel)yHapo1HO] TOTUTHIINA ,,)KeJba
3a JPyIITBEHUM MTPU3HAKEM je MOhHa TMHAMHUYHA cHara Koja ozapehyje
JOPYLITBEHE OJJHOCE U CTBapa ApylITBeHe nHcTuTynmje” (Morgentau
2014, 75). Y ToM mpoliecy mojeuHall ,,TeXH Jia 0J] CBOI' OKPYKEHha
Jo0uje MOTBPAY BPEAHOCTH KOje ceOu mpuaaje’” u Kpo3 TO MPU3HAKE
,,KOje IPYTH T0Ka3yjy 3a BEeroBy J0OpOTYy, HHTSIUTCHITN]Y U Moh OH
M0CTaje MOTITYHO CBECTaH OHOTA IITO CMaTpa CBOjUM CYIIEPHOPHUM
KBJIMTETUMA; CaMO TaKO MOXXE Y ITyHO] MEpH yKHBAaTH y HUMa’”
(Morgentau 2014, 75). Ha ocHoBy Tora: ,,y 60pOu 3a er3sucTeHIuujy
u MOh — IITO je, Kao IITO 3HaMO, OCHOBHU MaTepHjajl JIPyIITBSHOT
CBeTa — OHO WITO JIPYTH MHUCJIE O HAMa jecTe BaKHO KOJIUKO M OHO
mTo y ctBapu u jecmo” (Morgentau 2014, 75). Y TOM KOHTEKCTY,
MIpUMapHH IHJb TOJIUTUKE TPECTHKA j€ OCTaBJbabe YTUCKA Ha IpyTe
HaIlje, MPOjeKTOBakE CIUKE O BIIACTUTO] MONH M CYIIEpHOPHOCTH.
JlBa leHa OCHOBHA MHCTPYMEHTA Cy ITUIIOMATCKH LIEPEMOHH]jall, KOjU
y HajIIIpeM CMHUCITy 00yXBaTa CBE BUIOBE CUMOOIMYHOT U CTaTyCHOT
Mpe/ICTaBIbamba jeHE 3eMJbe, U IEMOHCTpaIja BOjHe MOhH, Ka0 HAYMH
AMITPECHOHMpPama Apyrux akrepa (Morgentau 2014, 76-81).

MopreHTay HaBOIM | /IBa Kpajiba [HJba OBE TTOJUTUKE; TPECTHK
Kao caM ceOM CBpXa MJIM Kao MOJPIIKA MOJUTHIIM UMIIepHjaIn3Ma
ninu ouyBama nocrojeher crama (Morgentau 2014, 81). On apyru
LIMJb CMaTpa yuecTalujuM UcTUuyhu a ce Taja paaud O HEOMXOAHOM
€JIEMEHTY pallMOHAIIHE CIIOJbHE TOJINTHUKE, JIOK y aHall3H MPBOT
AMILUTAIIITHO TIPABH jeIHY BaXKHY TUCTUHKIH]Y, H3Mel)y TIpecTmka
caMHX JIpKaBa M MPECTIrKa MojeauHara koju ux Bojae (Morgentau
2014, 83). Tako uctuye aa ,,HUje CIYyYajHO IITO CAMO YMHUIILIBEHU
ETOLICHTPUCTH UMajy TCHICHIH]Y J1a IPUMEY]Y MOJUTHKY MPECTHKa
pamu me came” (Morgentau 2014, 82). Kao exiatantHe mpumepe
TakBoOr jAenoBama y XX Beky HaBoau Bunxenma 11 (Wilhelm II) n
Mycommnauja (Benito Mussolini) xoju cy: ,,OnijeHn HOBOCTCUCHOM
mohu y cB0joj 3emJibH [...] Ha Mel)yHapOJIHy TOJHUTHKY TIIeIain
Kao Ha HEKy BPCTY JUYHOI CIIOPTa y KOME er3aJTHPaHOCT OKO
COIICTBEHE HAllMj€ U MOHMKABAbE JPYTUX OLEHY]Y Kao CBOjy JUUHY
cynepuopHoct” (Morgentau 2014, 82). Hapiucu Ha no3unuju
Bolje comCTBeHU (haHATH3aM YydecTajo MPUAPYKY]Y KOJICKTUBHO]
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HapLUMCOMAHOCTU M HAIIMOHAJIMCTUYKOM pajgukanusmy (Suboti¢ 2025,
30). Kao jenHy o1 KJbyYHHX C1a0OCTH TaKBE MOJIUTHUKE MPECTHXA,
MOTOTOBO KOJ ayTOPHTAPHUX WM HM3PA3UTO TEPCOHAIN30BAHUX
pexuMa, OH HCTHYE TEHICHLHWjy Mellama JIMYHEe CcjaBe ca
HaIlMOHAJTHUM WHTepecuMa jenHe 3emibe (Morgentau 2014, 82). ¥V
THUM CHUTyallljama ce U pesiaTuBusyje MopreHnTtayosa pasnuka uamely
palroHaNHE U UPALIMOHATHE TEXKHE 3 IPECTHKOM ,,jep OHA 3aBHCH OJ1
TOra J1a JIM Ce PAlMOHAIHOCT MPOLEYje U3 yria JIp:KaBe, Uil HEeHOT
Brnagapa” (Trapara 2025, 23).

TPAMIIOBA ITOTPAT'A 3A IPECTUKOM

Hageneno oapeheme nomuTHKe npecTuka MOXKE /12 OCBETIIN U
nu4He amOunyje u nocrynke Tpamma. 3a nuaepa Koju je cebe TOKoM
npeuu3oopHe kamname 2024, roguHe Beh onucruBao kao Hajseher
MpeACeTHIKAa y aMepUIKo] UCcTopuju, n3Haa JInakomHa (Abraham
Lincoln) n Bammmarrona (George Washington), IpecTHx je OYUTIIEITHO
3nauajan (Walt 2025). IlltaBuiie, peTKy cy TUAEPH TOIUKO OTICEAHYTH
COIICTBEHUM MMHIIOM H KEJbOM JIa C€ MPOjEKTyje CIMKa MONU U JTMYHE
cynepuopHocTH. TO ce jacHO AEeMOHCTpUpa U Ha YHYTpAIlbeM U Ha
MelhyHapoaHoM ruiany. Ha mpBom, Heke OJ1 €eBHJICHTHUX MpUMeEpa
motpede a ce CBylla OCTaBH JIMYHHU Tpar MpPyKajy TPEHUMOHOBAHE
»Kenenu nentpa” (Kennedy Center) y ,,Tpamn-Kenenu mnenrtap”
(Trump-Kennedy Center) unu nHCTUTYTa 3a MUp Y ,,Jlonanz 1. Tpamn
uHCTUTYT 32 Mup” (Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace), pylieme
Jena ucTouHor Kpuia bene kyhe panu usrpaame rpananosHe oancke
JIBOpaHE M MPEIOT KOHCTPYKIMje amepruke Bep3uje Tpujympante
kanmje, 3a kojy npenceqauk CA/l Beh nmpeasuha ma he outn ,,HajBeha
n Hajnenma Ha cBeTy” (Asiedu and Debusmann Jr 2025; Gabbatt 2026;
Politika 2026). Canune manudecranuje norpare 3a CUMOOIUIHIM
NpU3HAKBUMa COICTBEHOT 3Hadaja, aJid y MelyHapoIHOj apeHw,
cy youwbHBe y TpamIiOBOj BUIllE TTyTa U3PEUCHO] JKEJbU Ja jgo0uje
HobGenoBy Harpamy 3a mup TokoM 2025. TOIUHE WU WHCUCTHUPABY
Ha 00HOBH riobaHOT nomToBama 3a CAJl mox meroBuM Boh)CTBOM
(Pager 2025; Benen 2026). 3na4aj Tora Cy IpUMETHIH U IPYTH CBETCKU
JIUJIEPU KOJU C€ PEJIOBHO Y CBOJUM WHTEpaKIMjamMa ca UM CIYKe
TAaKTUKOM TOJWIAXKEHa y Haau Ja he o0y3aaTh UMITyJIce aMepUIKOT
npenceanuka (Psaropoulos 2025).
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W3BaH cMMOOJIIMYHKX IeCTOBa, KaKo je oBa TpamIioBa Texrmba
3a CJIaBOM yTHIIANIa HA CHOJbHY MOIUTHKY CAJ[? Jom TokoM HmeroBor
MPBOT MaHJIaTa HU3 CIOJFHOTIOIUTHYKUX OJUTyKa aJIMAHHCTpAIIH]je
je Bohen motmBuMa mipectmxka (Glaser 2018, 183). Mehyrum, oBaj
MOMEHAT, a MMOrOTOBO HhEroBa JUYHA JTUMEH3H]ja, j¢ KBAJTUTATUBHO
u3pakeHuju o1 Tpammosor nmoBpatka y beny kyhy. Jlpyru manaar je
TeHEepaTHO OHAa] Y KOME aMEPUYKHU TPEICEIHUIM BUILC Pa3MUILLIbajy O
CBOM JieraTy. Baxkan yBU y TO KaKO aMepHUKHU MPEJCEIHUK TOUUIHE
Jla MpoMaTpa CBOje MECTO y HCTOpHju npyxa Tekct Enum [Mapkep
(Ashley Parker) m Majkma llupepa (Michael Scherer), 3acHoBaH
Ha pasroBopuMa ca TpammoBum capaguuiuma (Parker and Scherer
2026). Ouu npumehyjy aa Tpamna Hacnele y KIaCHUHOM CMUCITY HE
3aHuMa npetepano. OH je YOBEeK MOMEHTa, HEKO KOME je CTajo Ja My
HWCTOPHjCKU 3Ha4aj Oyae MpHU3HAT 3a )KMBOTA, MHOTO BHIIIE HETO Ja
post mortum Oyne cnaBibeH. Tako je MpUIMKOM n300pa KaHauIaTa 3a
MTOTIIPEICEIHAKA TOKOM Kammame 2024, roauHe, Kajaa My je jeaH of
MTOBEpEeHNKA CKPEHYO Maxmby Aa Tpeda qa n3adepe HeKora Ko Ou Morao
JYTOPOYHO J1a HACTABHU MOJUTHYKU MOKpPET, TpaMi HAaBOJAHO OJIrOBOPHO
na ra To He 3aHuMa jep he 6utu mpras (Parker and Scherer 2026). To
CyrepHlIle 1a TpaJuLHOHaITHO Hacliele, oqHOCHO HaYwMH Ha Koju he ce o
HETOBUM MaHJ]aTUMa TOBOPUTH 32 CTO M BHIIE TOJIUHA, HUje IPHOPUTET
3a aMepUYKOT npejceHruKa. Mmak, OCHaXKeH BEIMKUM MOJIUTHIKUM
ITOBPAaTKOM U pactepeheH Opura o peuzdopy, OH OYHEke cede CBe
BHIIIE JIa POMATpPA y KOHTEKCTY jeHOT 01 HAjMONHUJUX JBYAH KOjU CY
MKaJia )KUBEJIM, OHUX KOJU CY PaJMIA CTBAPH KOje IPYTH HUCY MOTIIN
Y TO MPEBACXOHO 3axBajbyjyhn cMpoBOj CHA3M M HETIOKOJIEOJbUBO]
Bosbu (Parker and Scherer 2026). Tpamn roroBo CHTYpHO HUKaJa HUje
gutao Xerena (Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel), anu 9yBIIH 3a HETOB
KOHIIENT ,,CBETCKO-UCTOPH]CKUX JIMYHOCTH, aKTepa AyXa BpeMeHa KOju
Cy MPOMEHIITH KypC JbYJICKE UCTOPHUjE, OH ceOe BHIIIC HE OrpaHrYaBa
Ha napmaka BammHrrona u JIunkonHa, Beh ce BUAM Kao HacIeIHUK
Anekcannpa Benukor (Alexander the Great), Lesapa (Julius Caesar) u
Hanoneona (Napoleon) (Parker and Scherer 2026). Xeresnos 6ecMpTHU
TPHUO YHHE ,,IPAKTUIHH, TTOTUTUIKH JBYIN, KOJH CY Y CBOJUM eroxama
pYIIMIIA HOPME M OWJIM ONTY)XHBAHH 3a TOHAIIAKE ,,IT0JII0KHO
MOpAJTHOj OCY/IK”, 3a IITa CE YEeCTO U aKTYCIHU aMEPUYKH TIPEICETHUK
teperu (Parker and Scherer 2026). MeranomaHcke TEHJICHIIHjE CY
JIOJIATHO OCHAXKHJIM MOKYIIIAjy aTeHTara 3a Koje Tpamil Bepyje na cy
ycMepeHu camo npoTuB 3Hauajaux auuHoctu (Parker and Scherer
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2026). OHu cy CTBOPWIM AOJATHU OPEOJ HEIOAUPIEUBOCTH, YBEPCHE
Jla ce pajau o0 YOBEKY cynomHe, npenoapehenom 3a Benuka aena. Huje
MoTpeOHO MOCeOHO HATTIACUTH JIa OBaKBa CaMOIIepIIENIINja MPEeACTaBIba
eKJIaTaHTaH puMep MopreHTayoBe TBPAKE O JTUAEPUMa OIHjSHIM
HOBOCTEYeHOM MOhM W TIpy’Ka MOJECHO TJIO 3a CIIOJHbHOMOIUTHYKHU
ABaHTYpH3aM.

Kaxko ce oBakBo Bul)eme CONCTBEHOT 3Ha4Yaja KOJ aMEPUUKOT
MpeAceHNKA O/Ipa3uiio Ha MHTepBeHIUjy y Benenyenn? [la ce moHoBO
BpaTUMO Ha J[Ba crienn()UIHA NHCTPYMEHTA TIOJMTHKE MPECTHKA KO/
MoprenTtaya. Onepanuja y Kapakacy o4duriesHo HE MPEaAcTaBba
TUTUTOMATCKH [IEPEeMOHH]jal, alli OHA jecTe IEMOHCTpaIfja aMepuyKe
BojHe Mohwu. [la i je oHa cy)KuIila MPEeCcTUKY Kao CBPCH IO ceOn Win
je Texuna aa Oyzae monpiika nojutunu umnepujanmmnsma? Kako je
nokaszaHo BeHelyena Huje mpeacTaBibasia 030MIbHO YIIOPHIITE 3a APYTe
BEJIMKE cuie y 3anajaHoj XxeMcudepr HUTH je YTPO3Hiia perHOHAIIHY
momuHajy CAJl, Te 3axTeBana peadupmaiidjy MooHpOBE TOKTPHHE.
tbern npupomHU pecypcu WM yiora y WIETaTHOj TPTOBUHU
HapKOTHIIUMa Cy Takole 0J] CEeKyHIapHOT 3Havaja. Y 0CTaioM, ITOCToje
WHIMLMje na je cam Manypo 6uo cupeman na npena nocrojehe u
Oynyhe nipojexTe Be3aHe 3a HAPTY U 3JIaTO AMEPUYKHM KOMITAHH]jaMa,
npeycMepu u3Bo3 Hadre ox Kune ka CAJl 1 oTKaxke €HEPreTcKe U
pyAapcke yroBope CBOje AprkKaBe ca PYCKUM, KHHECKUM M UPAHCKUM
pupmama (Kurmanaev, Barnes and Turkewitz 2025). To 3Haun ma
Cy ¥ OBU OTPaHUYCHHU H YTIIABHOM CHMOOIMYKH aMEPUYKH HHTEPECU
MOIJIH Ja Oyay ocTBapeHHu 0e3 mHTepBeHnuje. CBe TO cyrepuiie aa
ce paay IpUMapHO O OPYIKaHO] aKIHMjH 3apaj caMor npectrka. He
npectka CAJl xao apkaBe, Beh mpecTuxa MpeAceTHAKA KOJH Y
MelhyHapOaHO] MOJIMTHUIIN yYEeCTall0 BUIU ,,JIAIHUA CTHOPT’, O00pOy
3a WHAWBUyaJIHY CYNEepHOPHOCT W MpPHU3HAMKE COIICTBEHE MOhH U
BPEIHOCTH. Y TOM KOHTEKCTY je aMepUYKy WHTePBEHIHjYy y Beniyenn
Moryhe KOHIIeNTyanu30BaTH Kao BHJ MOJIUTHKE MPECTHXKA, pyKoBoheHe
HMITYJICUMA ,,yMUIIIJBEHOT erOIEHTPUKA”, KOja je cama ceOu IHJb.

3AK/bYYAK

Ynuran HakoH onepanuje y BeHeryenu 3a moryha orpanuuciba
weroBe riodansae mohu, Tpawm je, 3ao0unasehu, He camo mehyHapoiHO
paBo, Beh U aMepuyuKe UHTEPECEe, HCTAKao Jia ra CaMO HErOB JIMUHU
Mopai Moxe 3aycrtaBuTtu (Sanger et al. 2026). To je ciuka jeaHe
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M3Pa3UTO NEPCOHATN30BAHE CIOJbHE NOJIUTHKE U JIUAEPa KOjU JIpKaBy,
n3Mely ocranor, BUAM Ka0 HHCTPYMEHT OCTBapHBama JIMYHE cliaBe. Y
OBOM pajly je TpuKa3aH 3Ha4yaj T¢ KOMIIOHEHTE 3a OJIYKY aMEpPUYKOT
TIpeACeTHUKA 1a WHTepBeHUIIe y Beneryenu mouetkom 2026. ronune.

W3Ban oxBupa onepanuje y Kapakacy, mocraBipa ce muTame
PEJIEBAaHTHOCTH MOJMTUKE MPECTHKA KAO IIMPET OKBUPA 338 TyMadyeHhe
aMepuyKe crpatervje y Apyrom manaaty Jonanma Tpamma. Y Tom
noryieay je Moryhe ykasatu Ha HEKOJIMKO NPEIIMMUHAPHUX CMEPHUIIA.
Ca jenHe cTpaHe, Ha HajBUILIEM HUBOY BEIIMKE CTPATETHjE CTPYKTYPHH
YTHIAjH 3aAp>kKaBajy MmpuMar y MehyHapoIHOM cHCTeMy KOjH je y
TPaH3ULMJU OJf HEYNUTHE YHMIIOJAPHOCTH Ka HEYPABHOTEXKEHO]
MyJTunonapHoctu. Ty TpaJIuMOHAIHO HaJMETamhe BEJIMKUX CHIIA, a
MOrOTOBO TeoeKoHOMCKO ca Kunom, HactaBspa 1a jomuHupa. Ca apyre,
Ha HUBOY HOjCI[I/IHa‘IHI/IX CIIOJbHOIMOJIMTUYKUX OATYKa WK PETOPUKE
npemMa CaBC3HHUIIUMMa U pyuBajIivMa, OKBUP MOJIMTUKE IMPECTHUKA MOKE
Jla IPY>KHU BaXKHE yBUJIE MPWIMKOM aHAJIN3€ MOCTyIIaKa aMEpPUUKOT
npeacennuka. Hucy mu TpammoBe HajaBe 0 IOTEHIINjalTHO] aHEKCH]U
I'pennanga, Makap napuMjaJiHO, MOTHMBHCAaHE >KEJbOM Jaa Oyne
NpBU aMepHuKu npefceaHuk y XXI Beky Koju je TepuTOpHjaHO
npommpuo CAJl, nmpe Hero Ouno kojom peasHoMm 0e30€IHOCHOM
npetwoM? JlogaTHo, roBopehu o omtyiu Jia, 3ajeaHo ca M3paenom,
Mmokpene pat npotuB Mpana, Tpami je ucrakao ma je ypaauo OHO
,,IITO HUjedaH APYTH MPEACeTHUK HHUje UMao XpaOpocTH aa ypaau”,
npeacTaBibajyhu Hamax Kao MokasaTesb OJUIYyYHOT JIJepcTBa 0e3
npecenana (Hari 2026). HaBeaenu npumepu cyrepunry Aa je nmorpara
3a TMPECTH)KOM KOHTHHYHPAHO MPUCYTHA Y CIIOJbHO) TMOIUTHIN
amepuukor npejncennanka. Ona je Tokom 2025. rojuHe npuMapHo Ouia
(oxycupaHa Ha NOKYILAj U3TPAAHE UIMUIIA MUPOTBOPLIA OBEKOBEYEHOT
HobGenoBom Harpamom 3a mup. Kaga To Hije ycmeno, ox modeTka 2026.
TOJMHE NPU3HAE CONICTBEHE BEMUMHE je TPAKUO KPO3 HU3 OCHOHHUX
nocrynaka. O uHTepBeHnUje y Benemyenu, npexo NpeTHhH aHEKCH)OM
I'pennanga u para nporuB Mpana, Tpamm je amepuuky CIOJbHY
MOJINTUKY, Y BEIIMKOj MEPH, MOAPENO TUTHOM MPECTUKY, YBEPEH Y
CBOjy TOTOBO CyJIOMHCKY YJIOTY.
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Resume

This paper provides a critical analysis of the United States military
intervention in Venezuela on January 3, 2026, known as Operation
“Absolute Resolve”. The primary objective of the research is to
demonstrate that traditional explanatory frameworks centered on
national security, economic interests, and the promotion of democratic
values are insufficient to fully account for the scope, timing, and
symbolic nature of the Trump administration’s decision to capture
President Nicolas Maduro. Instead, the study proposes a theoretical
interpretation grounded in Classical Realism, specifically Hans
Morgenthau’s concept of policy of prestige. The paper begins by
deconstructing the official justifications provided by the Washington
administration. The first of these, the fight against “narco-terrorism,”
is challenged through an analysis of global drug trade data. It is argued
that Venezuela’s role in the production and transit of cocaine and
fentanyl is minor compared to that of Colombia or Mexico, and that
the “Cartel de los Soles” is largely a rhetorical construct used to justify
intervention. Furthermore, the strategic goal of securing Venezuela’s
vast oil reserves is scrutinised. The study reveals that the immense cost
of modernising Venezuela’s dilapidated infrastructure and the heavy
nature of its crude oil make immediate economic gain illusory for
American oil companies. Regarding the motives of “regime change”
and democratisation, the paper highlights a significant contradiction:
the intervention did not lead to a democratic transition or to the
empowerment of the Venezuelan opposition. Instead, Maduro was
replaced by a more compliant figure from within the existing regime,
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Vice President Delcy Rodriguez, suggesting that the primary concern
was loyalty to Washington rather than institutional reform. Finally,
the paper addresses the “Trump Corollary” to the Monroe Doctrine. It
concludes that while the administration sought to counter Russian and
Chinese influence, these powers’ presence in Venezuela was primarily
symbolic and did not pose a genuine military threat to U.S. regional
hegemony. The core thesis of the work is that the intervention is best
understood as a demonstration of power intended to affirm Donald
Trump’s personal political prestige. Drawing on Waltz’s “first image”
of international relations, the individual level, it is posited that Trump
perceives the international arena as a stage for personal validation and
the proof of superiority. Operation “Absolute Resolve” served as a
policy of prestige, in which military force was used not for tangible
strategic gains but as a symbolic instrument to cement Trump’s
historical legacy and image as a decisive global leader. In conclusion,
the paper argues that individual-level psychological factors and the
need for recognition remain potent drivers of foreign policy. The
Venezuelan case demonstrates that in the contemporary era, the pursuit
of prestige can override material national interests, leading to dramatic
military actions designed more for their symbolic impact than for their
geopolitical necessity.

Keywords: Donald Trump, USA, Venezuela, policy of prestige,
intervention.
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