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ABSTRACT 
This study aims to identify the current hotspots and research directions in rural tourism development 
with a focus on its influencing factors, access to resources, the role of public goods, and spatial 
aspects of rural tourism activities. We collected 933 journal articles from the Scopus database and 
analyzed them using VOSviewer and Bibliometrix tools. The results indicate an increasing trend for 
research in rural tourism sustainability, community-based rural tourism, and constraints in rural 
tourism value chains. This study identified factors that affect rural tourism, and the role of public 
goods and the infrastructure in tourism development. The perspective research directions are the 
systematization of determinants from a demand-supply perspective, to specify the role of 
infrastructure for access to rural tourism destinations, spatial dependencies and their impact on 
tourism-policy decisions. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Theory in rural tourism can be distinguished in two strands: geographical and socio-economic 
approaches (Getz, 1986). The geographical approach opens a discussion about the evolution of rural 
areas in time and space (Butler, 1980) with main factors of tourism development (e.g. external factors, 
tourism resources and physical access, location) (Streimikiene, Bilan, 2015). Spatial effects in the 
geographical approach can be assigned to the development theories with the dependency paradigm and 
disparities (Oppermann, 1993) or diffusion (Panyik, 2015, Cucari et al., 2019) in respect to the 
governance and community-based rural tourism.  

Socio-economic approach is based on motivation theories and economic factors in tourism development 
and the role of consumer’s behavior, marketing and managing drivers influencing rural tourism 
development (demand-supply equilibrium, destination-choice models, psychographic models) (Fletcher 
et al., 2017, Lohmann, Panosso Netto, 2016). The majority of tourism research is concerned with studies 
of economic, cultural and social impacts, external and internal challenges, and aspects of sustainable 
development (Rosalina et al., 2021). In their investigation, Rosalina et al. (2021) noticed gaps in spatial 
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effects of rural tourism development, and the role of local communities in developing tourism and the 
use of tourism resources in value chain.  

Integrated approach is blended in a concept of tourism destination which is described from the spatial 
perspective (location, accessibility, infrastructure) (Żemła, 2016), the availability of tourism resources 
and delivering processing due to producers and intermediaries, and economic, social, environmental 
factors (Candela, Figini, 2012, Fletcher et al., 2018) with marketing and governance tools (Lohmann, 
Panosso, Netto, 2016, Morrison 2019).  

Given the multiplicity and diversity of factors influencing rural tourism, there is an emerging need to 
investigate trends in rural tourism development in last decades with focus on determinants of tourism 
development, the role of public goods, and spatial effects that can be assumed by policy-makers in rural 
tourism planning. For this objective we used a bibliographic analysis (Donthu et al., 2021) to identify 
the key areas of study on rural tourism development. In this chapter we will focus on scientific 
production, most influential journals in the field, international scientific cooperation and the thematic 
map evolution.  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Factors that have a direct impact on rural tourism development can be distinguished into those related 
to tourism resources and socio-economic conditions (Fletcher et al., 2018, Morrison, 2019, Q Yang et 
al., 2021, Kumar, Valeri, 2022). Q Yang et al. (2021) noticed that the availability of public goods is 
raised in areas with well-developed infrastructure (Kumar, Valeri, 2022). For more sustainable rural 
development, it is better if rural areas have more diversified economic activity than if it only relies on 
agriculture. Such diversified areas are better prepared for economic shocks and market fluctuations 
(Sánchez-Zamora et al., 2014). Based on the Butler’s concept of TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle 
Model) (Butler, 2006) on every stage of rural destination development, the key drivers are changing in 
relation to socio-economic condition, structural changes (increasing non-agricultural activities) with a 
leading role of local government (Yang J. et al., 2021).  

Chen et al. (2023) found that factors such as tourism resources, their access for stakeholders, location of a 
particular destination have significant positive effects on rural tourism development. Among socio-economic 
factors, an annual income of rural households and a number of local residents play significant role (Chen et al., 
2022). A transport accessibility to rural destination is a key factor for increasing number of tourist flows (Xie et 
al. 2022). In addition, the great role plays policy factor (Chen et al., 2022). The positive business climate for 
rural tourism directly impacts on intensification of tourism development, and it is necessary to establish 
Destination Management Organization (DMO) for involving local business and implementing policies in 
similar local environments (Shin et al., 2017). Further, it is important to take into account local residents’ attitude 
to develop rural destinations (Muresan et al., 2016, Huo et al., 2023) and a positive image of destination for 
tourists (Kastenholz et al., 2012, Murray, Kline, 2015). 

Another important aspect of rural tourism development is the presence of public goods, which can 
become tourist attractions. Wang et al. (2013) noticed there were differences in developed and 
developing countries in the study for the role of public goods in the rural development. Public goods 
play the main role based on one of models of rural tourism development (resources, products, promotion, 
market). Natural resources such as climate conditions, water access, and environmental quality as a part 
of public or common goods have significant impact on tourism development (Abellán, García Martinez 
2021, Xie et al., 2022). The assessment of tourism resources alike public goods which are used for rural 
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tourism is a prior for planning and implication of rural tourism policy (Sánchez Rivero et al., 2014). The 
important issue is to deliver public goods, i.e. tourism resources, to tourists ensuring the quality of service where 
the mature rural destination has advantages when comparing to emerging ones (Kim, 2018). 

The study of rural tourism development from a perspective of spatial effects uses, at least, a question of 
distance decay (Truchet et al., 2016, Tan et al., 2023, Yee, Ismail, 2020), location of destination (Cai et 
al., 2008) and its positioning to other areas (Xi et al., 2015, Khanal et al., 2020), and its aftermath for 
land use functions and policy implications (Gao, Cheng, 2020, Li et al., 2024). The problem of distance 
decay in rural tourism was examined in a context of its effects on trip characteristics including time 
distance to destination, an accessibility to rural destination due to infrastructure, accommodation hubs, 
and price attributions based on distance to tourism resources (Cai, Li, 2009) and tourism infrastructure 
(Tan et al., 2023), and land cover changes (Olaniyi et al., 2020). A particular location next to well-
developed resorts demonstrated spillover benefits as increasing of the tourist flow from resorts to the 
neighboring rural destinations (Huang et al., 2016). Rural regions which have positive impact of drivers 
as a favorable environment, traffic network and tourism policy are characterized by higher spatial effects 
because strong relations among them (Xie et al., 2022, Yang Q. et al., 2021). The rural tourism can have 
spillover effects for socio-economic development of particular area because of structural changes in 
rural economy, reducing poverty, and creating flavor environment for local business (Mahadevan et al., 
2021). Truchet et al. (2016) emphasized the distance to natural attractive areas had significant effects 
for accommodations: spillover effect for situating close to natural attractions, and backwash effects for 
hotels more than 25 km in radius reducing occupancy rates. 

The literature above shows that the issue of rural tourism development is a complex phenomenon and 
can be viewed from many different perspectives. Therefore, this indicates the need to systematize the 
emerging themes. We will do so using bibliometric techniques.  

DATA AND METHODS 

Traditional literature reviews are often qualitative and subjective (Guo et al. 2019). Bibliometric analysis 
allows to analyze the literature in quantitative and objective way. It includes investigation of conceptual, 
intellectual and social structure (Aria, Cucurello, 2017). For the systematic bibliometric review of rural 
tourism, our study consisted of following stages (Herra-Franco et al. 2021): 

1. Turn search criteria and source identification (topic, criteria for searching, dataset selection); 

2. Selection software and data extraction (bibliometrix in R programming environment); 

3. Bibliometric analysis of data and interpretation of results.  

To collect the data for bibliometric analysis we used Scopus database. We use following keywords 
including three searching fields: 1) TITLE-ABS-KEY(“rural tourism” OR agritourism AND “spatial 
effect*” OR spillover OR backwash OR spatiotemporal) OR 2) TITLE-ABS-KEY(“rural tourism” OR 
agritourism AND “public good*” OR “tourism resource*” OR attraction*) OR 3) TITLE-ABS-KEY 
(“rural tourism” OR agritourism AND factor* OR determinant*). We first obtained 1279 record. Then 
we limited our search only to articles written in English and used 1082 records for abstract screening. 
We needed to excluded 116 studies because of thematic irrelevance and further 20 studies because of 
incomplete bibliographic information. 946 records were sought for retrieval but 13 could not be 
retrieved. Therefore, our final database included 933 articles.  

In this chapter, the bibliometric analysis will be used to answer three main research questions: 



 
13th International Scientific Conference "Employment, Education and Entrepreneurship" 

 
Conference Proceedings 

 
 

365 

• RQ1 – what is the dynamic of scientific articles on rural tourism, its influencing factors, 
public goods and spatial effects and what are the main causes of changes in this dynamic? 

• RQ2 – what are the most influential journals in the field under study? 

• RQ3 – what is the intensity of international scientific cooperation in the field? 

• RQ4 – what is the thematic evolution of the research field under study? 

To answer RQ1 and RQ2 we used descriptive statistics of the sample and citation analysis. Answering 
to RQ3 is possible by analysis of the proportion of articles that were prepared in international 
cooperation. When it comes to thematic evolution (RQ4), it is analyzed by establishing emerging, niche, 
basic and motor themes in two-dimensional strategic diagram (Cobo et al. 2011). Each theme in the 
diagram is characterized by “centrality” and “density”. Motor themes (upper-right quadrant) are well 
developed (high density) and highly relevant to the field (strong centrality). Basic themes (lower-right 
quadrant) are relevant (high centrality) topics but not yet well developed. In upper-left we have niche 
topics which do not have strong ties with other topics in the studied field. This is why their meaning to 
the field under study is rather marginal. However, they may have strong international impact. One can 
say that niche themes cover more specialized topic. The lower-left quadrant represents not well-
developed topics with marginal meaning to the field. These are emerging (or declining) topics.  

RESULTS 

Figure 1 shows the annual production of documents in the topic of influencing factors, public goods and 
spatial effects in rural tourism. Tendency of scientific production in this topic highlights roughly three 
stages of research: the embryonic period (1996-2008) in which the total number of studies amounted to 
59. After 2008, the financial crisis influenced national economies specialized in international tourism 
(Davidmac et al., 2021, Li et al., 2010) causing decline of 4% in international tourist arrivals and 6% in 
international tourism receipts in 2009 (UNWTO 2013). 

 
Figure 1. Annual article production and mean total citations per year of articles in the topic of rural 

tourism, its influencing factors, public goods and spatial effects 

Source: Own elaboration based on data from Scopus. 

The second stage (2009-2018) counts 295 publication which shows the high increase in volume of 
research on the topic in comparison with previous period. This rapid increase is a consequence of fast-
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growing tourist flow, especially in a region of Asia and Pacific (UNWTO 2024). However, the rapid 
tourist flow required new solutions and studies for conservation of public goods and tourism attractions, 
tourism planning and spatial effects on local and regional governance because of its impact on 
environment and socioeconomic development of emerging and mature destinations. 

The third stage (2019-2024) shows another rapid increase of annual scientific production in the field of 
rural tourism − 564 documents were published in this stage. This period faced COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis and its consequences for international tourism and regional economies, as well as continuing 
factors of Russian invasion in Ukraine and its impact on tourism in Central and Eastern Europe. 

The five most influential sources (sorted by H-index) for studies in the analyzed topic are presented in 
Table 1. These journals are characterized by the highest values of H-index. For example, the value for 
Tourism Management means that each of 22 articles published in this journal was cited at least 22 times. 
Sustainability journal also published a lot of publication in the topic (112) and it has even higher H-
index than Tourism Management but the total number of citations is much lower. It suggests that 
relatively many articles from this journal were not cited such frequently. Among other impactful sources, 
one may mention journals such as Journal of Sustainable Tourism, Land and Tourism Economics. 

Table 1. The most influential sources for publications in the topic of rural tourism, its influencing 
factors, public goods and spatial effects  

Source title 
Total 

publications 
Total 

citations 
H 

index 
CiteScore,  

2022 Publisher 

Sustainability 112 1976 24 5.8 MDPI 
Tourism Management 22 3742 22 22.9 Elsevier Ltd. 

Journal of Sustainable Tourism 17 662 13 18.9 Taylor and 
Francis 

Land 24 207 9 3.7 MDPI 
Tourism Economics 11 272 9 7.7 SAGE 

Source: Own elaboration based on data from Scopus. 

Figure 2 shows in which countries the corresponding authors of articles in the topic are affiliated. It also 
shows the intensity of international cooperation. In most countries (except for Austria), single country 
publications dominate suggesting that most of papers are written by authors affiliated in institutions 
from the only one country. This tendency is also true for countries that have a long tradition of 
international cooperation in science, such as the USA. 

Interestingly, the clear leader in terms of the number of publications in the analyzed topic is China. 
Approximately ¼ of articles in our sample has Chinese corresponding author. On the second and third 
place, there are Spain and Italy. Both these countries are characterized by a large share of tourism in the 
economy. The topic of rural tourism is also relatively extensively studied in the USA and in Iran.  

In the next step, we can tackle the RQ4 to see what is the thematic evolution of the field. Figures 3 
demonstrates four quadrants with clusters of topics in the field which can be categorized in emerging, 
niche, basic, and motor themes. Among emerging topics, one may find cultural tourism, community 
participation and heritage tourism which are included in the same cluster. Basic themes include 5 clusters 
as ‘conceptual themes’ with specific words (rural tourism, spatial distribution etc.). Niche themes 
presented 5 cluster with two more expanded ones (rural accommodation, tourism potential; and tourism 
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resources, rural destination). Motors themes present 3 clusters with topics relating to poverty alleviation, 
farm tourism and cluster analysis, and GIS with spatial econometrics. 

Figure 2. Corresponding author’s countries and international cooperation in the topic of rural tourism, 
its influencing factors, public goods and spatial effects 

Source: Own elaboration based on data from Scopus. 

Figure 3. Thematic map in the field of rural tourism, its influencing factors, public goods and 
spatial effects 

Source: Own elaboration based on data from Scopus. 
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Basic themes are related to competitive aspects of rural destinations, marketing and management tools, 
the role of local communities in strategic planning of rural areas and tourism industry. Rural tourism 
enhances the competitiveness of rural destinations by promoting sustainability, pro-ecological practices, 
and cultural exchanges that strengthen community-tourist relationships (Sharpley, 2007, Villanueva-
Álvaro et al., 2017, Park, Yoon, 2009; Priatmoko, 2021). Strategic planning and collaboration among 
stakeholders contribute to resilience and sustainable growth by addressing seasonality and emphasizing 
community involvement (Kastenholz et al., 2012, Martín Martín et al., 2019, Liu, 2006; Law, Lo, 2016). 
Networking and clustering among stakeholders improve competitive advantage through sustainability, 
environmental protection, and managing socio-economic pressures (Pejanović et al., 2017, King, Nair 
2013, Reid et al., 2004). 

Agritourism focuses on entrepreneurial networking, farm tourism, and revitalization’s role in local 
development (Broccardo et al., 2017, Veeck et al., 2006, Yang et al., 2021), while rural accommodation 
studies highlight natural attractions and their impact on tourism (Sánchez Rivero et al., 2016; Sánchez-
Martin, 2023). Factors such as technology, infrastructure, and socio-economic determinants shape rural 
tourism’s role in regional development (Fu et al., 2024, Di Gregorio, 2017, San Martín, Herrero, 2012, 
Ma et al., 2020). An access to rural destinations is determined by developed basic infrastructure, and it 
could be counted in rural tourism planning with spatial approach (Zhang et al., 2023, Yin, Zhao, 2024, 
Zou et al., 2023, Nouza et al., 2013).  

Niche themes is blended basic topics as marketing tools, spatial approach for planning of rural 
development (González-Ramiro et al., 2016), cluster creation for increasing local entrepreneurial 
activity (Tamrin et al., 2024, Stoddart et al., 2019), and a crucial role of public goods as tourism 
resources (natural and cultural attractions) for rural tourism development (Kim, 2018, Guo et al., 2022). 
Engagement of public goods in value chains in rural tourism can impact on growth of rural economies 
(Contini et al., 2009) in regards with local collaboration among stakeholders (Utami et al., 2023).  

Emerging themes exploring by researchers are focused on community-based tourism (Huang et al., 
2016, Castellano-Álvarez et al., 2023) and community’s participation in rural tourism (Fisher, 2006, Wu 
et al., 2022), and authentic heritage of rural destinations (Lontai-Szilágyi, et al., 2019), social dimension 
in business activity and relationships with tourists and local suppliers (Ohe, Kurihara, 2013).  

Motor themes analyze multifunctionality impact on social, economic, and environmental changes in 
rural areas in terms of rural tourism and agritourism (Cardillo et al., 2023, Henke et al., 2022, Singh et 
al., 2022), possibility to reduce of rural poverty due to diversification of agricultural entities and 
households (Ćirić et al., 2021, Martini et al., 2022). Rising topic in motor themes is spatial approach in 
assessing tourism potential of rural areas: the availability of rural destinations in terms of distance and 
time (Chhetri et al., 2016, Santana-Jiménez et al., 2015), location factor (Peña et al., 2013, (Jiang, Wang, 
2018), spillover effects on neighboring areas (Qi et al., 2022), and spatial planning with sustainable 
concept for rural areas (Kulczyk, Woźniak, 2022). 

CONCLUSION 

Our study presents structural changes in rural tourism investigation, with a focus on public goods, factors 
and spatial approach of its development. We emphasis that the majority of publications use economic 
and marketing theoretical background with, at least, three points: resources, tourist, and stakeholders as 
producers and managerial staff. It is a grounded concept related to the competitiveness of tourism 
destination, tourist’s perception and decision-making process, with a stress on visitor management and 
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revisited marketing tools. Spatial approach is investigating by developing countries last decade. It shows 
structural changes in agriculture, need to establish cohesion policy in rural development, agriculture, 
and local governance. 

Basic themes presented in the results part explore marketing tools and competitive advantages for rural 
destinations using new approaches in tourism planning of rural areas. These investigations will be 
probably continued in terms of challenges of climate changes, tendencies of sustainable practices in 
agriculture with reducing job positions in this industry, and findings to solve crisis with labor force, 
stimulating business activity of local communities.  

Niche themes emphasize a crucial role of public goods, their access for consumers and suppliers in 
developing rural tourism. Future study can develop a sustainable approach in using resources for rural 
tourism, importance of horizontal relationships among stakeholders, and growing role of technologies, 
new technologies for tourism planning, including deeper study of tourists’ behavior.  

Further research could investigate the integration of sophisticated digital marketing tools and data-
driven strategies to enhance the competitiveness of rural tourism destinations. This should include an 
evaluation of the accessibility and attractiveness of rural areas, with a focus on how location factors and 
spillover effects influence rural tourism development. Such an approach should concentrate on the 
manner in which these instruments can successfully engage local communities and advance 
sustainability. Furthermore, an investigation into the development and impact of stakeholder networks 
and clusters in rural tourism could provide insights into optimising collaboration for sustainable growth, 
while addressing socio-economic problems and environmental protection. 

REFERENCES 

Abellán, F. C., García Martínez, C. (2021). Landscape and tourism as tools for local development in 
mid-mountain rural areas in the southeast of Spain (Castilla-La Mancha). Land, 10(2), 221. 

Aria, M., Cuccurullo, C. (2017). bibliometrix: An R-tool for comprehensive science mapping analysis. 
Journal of Informetrics, 11(4), 959-975. 

Broccardo, L., Culasso, F., Truant, E. (2017). Unlocking value creation using an agritourism business 
model. Sustainability, 9(9), 1618.  

Butler, R. W. (1980). The concept of a tourist area cycle of evolution: Implications for management of 
resources. Canadian geographer, 24(1), 5-12. 

Cai, L. A., Li, M. (2009). Distance‐segmented rural tourists. Journal of Travel & Tourism Marketing, 
26(8), 751-761. 

Cai, L. A., Liu, J., Huang, Z. (2008). Identifying rural tourism markets: A practical tool. Journal of 
Hospitality & Leisure Marketing, 17(3-4), 418-434. 

Candela, G., Figini, P. (2012). The Economics of Tourism Destinations. Springer, Heidelberg. 

Cardillo, C., Cimino, O., De Rosa, M., Francescone, M. (2023). The evolution of multifunctional 
agriculture in Italy. Sustainability, 15(14), 11403.  

Castellano-Álvarez, F. J., Ramírez, R. R., Masot, A. N. (2023). Tourism Development in the Framework 
of Endogenous Rural Development Programmes − Comparison of the case studies of the regions of La 
Vera and Tajo-Salor (Extremadura, Spain). Agriculture, 13(3), 726.  



 
13th International Scientific Conference "Employment, Education and Entrepreneurship" 

 
Conference Proceedings 

 
 

370 

Chen, H., Su, K., Peng, L., Bi, G., Zhou, L., Yang, Q. (2022). Mixed land use levels in rural settlements 
and their influencing factors: A case study of Pingba Village in Chongqing, China. International Journal 
of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(10), 5845. 

Chen, P., Nutteera, P., Yan, Y., Chai, C. T. (2023). Research on driving factors and mechanism of 
Minority Village tourism development in Guizhou Province, China1. Heliyon, 9(10). 

Chin, C. H., Thian, S. S.-Z., Lo, M. C. (2017). Community’s experiential knowledge on the development 
of rural tourism competitive advantage: a study on Kampung Semadang – Borneo Heights, Sarawak. 
Tourism Review, 72(2), 238–260. 

Chhetri, A., Chhetri, P., Arrowsmith, C., Corcoran, J. (2016). Modelling tourism and hospitality 
employment clusters: a spatial econometric approach. Tourism Geographies, 19(3), 398–424.  

Ćirić, M., Tešanović, D., Pivarski, B. K., Ćirić, I., Banjac, M., Radivojević, G., Grubor, B., Tošić, P., 
Simović, O., Šmugović, S. (2021). Analyses of the attitudes of agricultural holdings on the development 
of agritourism and the impacts on the economy, society and environment of Serbia. Sustainability, 
13(24), 13729.  

Cobo, M. J., López-Herrera, A. G., Herrera-Viedma, E., Herrera, F. (2011). An approach for detecting, 
quantifying, and visualizing the evolution of a research field: A practical application to the Fuzzy Sets 
Theory field. Journal of Informetrics, 5(1), 146-166. 

Contini, C., Scarpellini, P., Polidori, R. (2009). Agri‐tourism and rural development: the Low‐Valdelsa 
case, Italy. Tourism Review, 64(4), 27–36. 

Cucari, N., Wankowicz, E., De Falco, S. E. (2019). Rural tourism and Albergo Diffuso: A case study 
for sustainable land-use planning. Land use policy, 82, 105-119. 

Di Gregorio, D. (2017). Place-based business models for resilient local economies. Journal of 
Enterprising Communities People and Places in the Global Economy, 11(1), 113–128.  

Donthu, N., Kumar, S., Mukherjee, D., Pandey, N., Lim, W. M. (2021). How to conduct a bibliometric 
analysis: An overview and guidelines. Journal of Business Research, 133, 285-296. 

Ekeocha, D. O., Ogbuabor, J. E., Orji, A., Kalu, U. I. (2021). International tourism and economic growth 
in Africa: A post-global financial crisis analysis. Tourism Management Perspectives, 40, 100896. 

Fisher, D. G. (2006). The Potential for Rural Heritage Tourism in the Clarence Valley of Northern New 
South Wales. Australian Geographer, 37(3), 411–424.  

Fletcher, J. E., Fyall, A., Wanhill, S. (2017). Tourism: Principles and Practice. Pearson, London. 

Fu, Y., Cai, Z., Fang, C. (2024). Hotspot identification and causal analysis of Chinese rural tourism at 
different spatial and temporal scales based on tourism big data. Sustainability, 16(3), 1165.  

González-Ramiro, A., Gonçalves, G., Sánchez-Ríos, A., Jeong, J. (2016). Using a VGI and GIS-Based 
Multicriteria approach for assessing the potential of rural tourism in Extremadura (Spain). Sustainability, 
8(11), 1144.  

Gao, C., Cheng, L. (2020). Tourism-driven rural spatial restructuring in the metropolitan fringe: An 
empirical observation. Land use policy, 95, 104609. 

Getz, D. (1986). Models in tourism planning: Towards integration of theory and practice. Tourism 
management, 7(1), 21-32. 



 
13th International Scientific Conference "Employment, Education and Entrepreneurship" 

 
Conference Proceedings 

 
 

371 

Guo, F., Ye, G., Hudders, L., Lv, W., Li, M., Duffy, V. G. (2019). Product placement in mass media: a 
review and bibliometric analysis. Journal of Advertising, 48(2), 215-231. 

Guo, Y., Zhu, L., Zhao, Y. (2022). Tourism entrepreneurship in rural destinations: measuring the effects 
of capital configurations using the fsQCA approach. Tourism Review, 78(3), 834–848.  

Henke, R., Cimino, O., Vanni, F. (2022). The role of diversification in the revenue composition of Italian 
farms. Italian Review of Agricultural Economics (REA), 77(1), 25–38.  

Herrera-Franco, G., Montalvan-Burbano, N., Carrion-Mero, P., Jaya-Montalvo, M., Gurumendi-Noriega, M. 
(2021). Worldwide research on geoparks through bibliometric analysis. Sustainability, 13(3), 1175. 

Huang, W. J., Beeco, J. A., Hallo, J. C., Norman, W. C. (2016). Bundling attractions for rural tourism 
development. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 24(10), 1387-1402. 

Huo, T., Yuan, F., Huo, M., Shao, Y., Li, S., Li, Z. (2023). Residents' participation in rural tourism and 
interpersonal trust in tourists: The mediating role of residents’ perceptions of tourism impacts. Journal 
of Hospitality and Tourism Management, 54, 457-471. 

Jiang, Y., Wang, S. (2018). Spatial distribution characteristics of agritourism consumption. 
Sustainability, 10(4), 992.  

Kastenholz, E., Carneiro, M. J., Marques, C. P., Lima, J. (2012). Understanding and managing the rural tourism 
experience − The case of a historical village in Portugal. Tourism Management Perspectives, 4, 207-214. 

Khanal, A. R., Honey, U., Omobitan, O. (2020). Diversification through ‘fun in the farm’: Analyzing 
structural factors affecting agritourism in Tennessee. International Food and Agribusiness Management 
Review, 23(1), 105-120. 

Kim, H. N. (2018). The economic valuation of change in the quality of rural tourism resources: Choice 
experiment approaches. Sustainability, 10(4), 959. 

King, N., Nair, V. (2013). Determining the wildlife value orientation (WVO): a case study of lower 
Kinabatangan, Sabah. Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes, 5(4), 377–387. 

Kumar, S., Valeri, M. (2022). Understanding the relationship among factors influencing rural tourism: 
a hierarchical approach. Journal of Organizational Change Management, 35(2), 385-407. 

Law, F.Y., Lo, M.C. (2016). Rural tourism destination competitiveness of Kubah National Park in 
Sarawak: Tourists' perspectives. Asian Academy of Management Journal, 21(Supp. 1), 127–148.  

Kulczyk, S., Woźniak,E.(2022).Rural Tourism Opportunity Spectrum: Linking People and Landscape 
for Spatial Planning. Miscellanea Geographica, 26(2) 101-110. 

Li, J., Zhang, X., Gu, Q., Zhang, Z., Wang, K., Xu, Z. (2024). Spatiotemporal response of ecosystem 
services to tourism activities in urban forests. Frontiers in Forests and Global Change, 7, 1361101. 

Li, S., Blake, A., Cooper, C. (2010). China's tourism in a global financial crisis: a computable general 
equilibrium approach. Current Issues in Tourism, 13(5), 435-453. 

Liu, A. (2006). Tourism in rural areas: Kedah, Malaysia. Tourism Management, 27(5), 878–889. 

Lohmann, G., Netto, A. P. (2016). Tourism theory: Concepts, Models and Systems. CABI, Wallingford. 

Lontai-Szilágyi Z., Bertalan-Balázs B., Zsiros B., Vasvári M., Kumar S. S., Nilanchal P., Martonné 
Erdős K., Szabó S. (2019). A novel approach of mapping landscape aesthetic value and its validation 
with rural tourism data. Hungarian Geographical Bulletin, 68(3), 283-301.  



 
13th International Scientific Conference "Employment, Education and Entrepreneurship" 

 
Conference Proceedings 

 
 

372 

Loureiro, S. M. C., González, F. J. M. (2008). The importance of quality, satisfaction, trust, and image 
in relation to rural tourist loyalty. Journal of Travel & Tourism Marketing, 25(2), 117-136. 

Ma, X., Wang, R., Dai, M., Ou, Y. (2020). The influence of culture on the sustainable livelihoods of 
households in rural tourism destinations. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 1–18. 

Martín Martín, J. M., Salinas Fernández, J. A., Rodríguez Martín, J. A., Ostos Rey, M. del S. (2019). 
Analysis of Tourism Seasonality as a Factor Limiting the Sustainable Development of Rural Areas. 
Journal of Hospitality & Tourism Research, 109634801987668. 

Mahadevan, R., Suardi, S., Ji, C., Hanyu, Z. (2021). Is urbanization the link in the tourism–poverty 
nexus? Case study of China. Current Issues in Tourism, 24(23), 3357-3371. 

Martini, R., Agustin, E. S. A. S., Setiyono, B. (2022). The paradox of rural tourism and poverty 
alleviation. Turyzm/Tourism, 32(2), 87–105. 

Morrison, A. M. (2019). Marketing and Managing Tourism Destinations. Second Edition. Routledge, 
London & New York. 

Muresan, I. C., Oroian, C. F., Harun, R., Arion, F. H., Porutiu, A., Chiciudean, G. O., Lile, R. (2016). 
Local residents’ attitude toward sustainable rural tourism development. Sustainability, 8(1), 100. 

Murray, A., & Kline, C. (2015). Rural tourism and the craft beer experience: Factors influencing brand 
loyalty in rural North Carolina, USA. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 23(8-9), 1198-1216. 

Nouza, M., Ólafsdóttir, R., Müller, D. K. (2013). A new approach to spatial–temporal development of second 
homes: Case study from Iceland. Scandinavian Journal of Hospitality and Tourism, 13(1), 20-37. 

Ohe, Y., Kurihara, S. (2013). Evaluating the complementary relationship between local brand farm 
products and rural tourism: Evidence from Japan. Tourism Management, 35, 278–283. 

Olaniyi, O. E., Ogunjemite, B. G., Akindele, S. O., Sogbohossou, E. A. (2020). Temporal and distance 
decay analysis of land use/land cover around ecotourism hotspots: evidence from Pendjari National 
Park, Benin. GeoJournal, 85(1), 53-66. 

Oppermann, M. (1993). Tourism space in developing countries. Annals of tourism research, 20(3), 535-556. 

Panyik, E. (2015). Rural tourism governance: Determinants of policy-makers’ support for tourism 
development. Tourism Planning & Development, 12(1), 48-72. 

Park, D. B., Yoon, Y. S. (2009). Segmentation by motivation in rural tourism: A Korean case study. 
Tourism management, 30(1), 99-108. 

Pejanović, R., Demirović, D., Glavaš-Trbić, D., Maksimović, G., Tomaš-Simin, M. (2017). Clusters as 
a factor of competitiveness of rural tourism destinations in the Danube region of the Republic of Serbia. 
Tourism Economics, 23(2), 475-482.  

Peña, A. I. P., Olmo, J. C., Jamilena, D. M. F., & Molina, M. Á. R. (2013). Market Orientation Adoption 
among Rural Tourism Enterprises: The Effect of the Location and Characteristics of the Firm. 
International Journal of Tourism Research, 17(1), 54–65.  

Priatmoko, S., Kabil, M., Purwoko, Y., & Dávid, L. D. (2021). Rethinking Sustainable Community-
Based Tourism: A Villager’s Point of View and Case Study in Pampang Village, Indonesia. 
Sustainability, 13(6), 3245. 

Reid, D. G., Mair, H., George, W. (2004). Community Tourism Planning. Annals of Tourism Research, 
31(3), 623–639. 



 
13th International Scientific Conference "Employment, Education and Entrepreneurship" 

 
Conference Proceedings 

 
 

373 

Qi, J., Lu, Y., Han, F., Ma, X., Yang, Z. (2022). Spatial distribution characteristics of the rural tourism 
villages in the Qinghai-Tibetan plateau and its influencing factors. International Journal of 
Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(15), 9330.  

Reijonen, H., Komppula, R. (2007). Perception of success and its effect on small firm performance. 
Journal of Small Business and Enterprise Development, 14(4), 689-701. 

Rosalina, P. D., Dupre, K., Wang, Y. (2021). Rural tourism: A systematic literature review on definitions 
and challenges. Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management, 47, 134-149. 

San Martín, H., Herrero, Á. (2012). Influence of the user’s psychological factors on the online purchase 
intention in rural tourism: Integrating innovativeness to the UTAUT framework. Tourism management, 
33(2), 341-350. 

Sánchez Rivero, M., Sánchez Martín, J. M., Rengifo Gallego, J. I. (2016). Methodological approach for 
assessing the potential of a rural tourism destination: An application in the province of Cáceres (Spain). 
Current Issues in Tourism, 19(11), 1084-1102. 

Sánchez-Martín, J. M., Hernández-Carretero, A. M., Rengifo-Gallego, J. I., García-Berzosa, M. J., 
Martín-Delgado, L. M. (2023). Modeling the Potential for Rural Tourism Development via GWR and 
MGWR in the Context of the Analysis of the Rural Lodging Supply in Extremadura, Spain. Systems, 
11(5), 236. 

Santana-Jiménez, Y., Sun, Y.-Y., Hernández, J. M., Suárez-Vega, R. (2015). The Influence of 
Remoteness and Isolation in the Rural Accommodation Rental Price among Eastern and Western 
Destinations. Journal of Travel Research, 54(3), 380-395.  

Sharpley, R. (2007). Flagship Attractions and Sustainable Rural Tourism Development: The Case of the 
Alnwick Garden, England. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 15(2), 125–143.  

Shin, H. J., Kim, H. N., Son, J. Y. (2017). Measuring the economic impact of rural tourism membership 
on local economy: A Korean case study. Sustainability, 9(4), 639. 

Singh, A. S., Parahoo, S. K., Ayyagari, M., Juwaheer, T. D. (2022). Conclusion: how could rural tourism 
provide better support for well-being and socioeconomic development? Worldwide Hospitality and 
Tourism Themes, 15(1), 84–93.  

Stoddart, M. C. J., Catano, G., Ramos, H., Vodden, K., Lowery, B., Butters, L. (2019). Collaboration gaps and 
regional tourism networks in rural coastal communities. Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 28(4), 625–645.  

Streimikiene, D., Bilan, Y. (2015). Review of rural tourism development theories. Transformations in 
Business & Economics, 14(2), 21-34. 

Tamrin, M. H., Muhafidin, D., Nurasa, H., Muhtar, E. A. (2024). Stakeholders analysis of tourism 
governance in Dalegan beach ecotourism, East Java, Indonesia. Journal of Infrastructure Policy and 
Development, 8(3).  

Tan, P. Y., Ismail, H. N., Syed Jaafar, S. M. R. (2023). A comparative review: Distance decay in urban 
and rural tourism. Anatolia, 34(4), 476-493. 

Truchet, S., Piguet, V., Aubert, F., Callois, J. M. (2016). Spatial influence of attractions on tourism 
development. Tourism Geographies, 18(5), 539-560. 

Utami, D. D., Dhewanto, W., & Lestari, Y. D. (2023). Rural tourism entrepreneurship success factors 
for sustainable tourism village: Evidence from Indonesia. Cogent Business & Management, 10(1).  



 
13th International Scientific Conference "Employment, Education and Entrepreneurship" 

 
Conference Proceedings 

 
 

374 

Veeck, G., Che, D., Veeck, A. (2006). America's changing farmscape: A study of agricultural tourism 
in Michigan. The professional geographer, 58(3), 235-248. 

Villanueva-Álvaro, J., Mondéjar-Jiménez, J., Sáez-Martínez, F. (2017). Rural tourism: Development, 
management and sustainability in rural establishments. Sustainability, 9(5), 818.  

Wang, L. E., Cheng, S. K., Zhong, L. S., Mu, S. L., Dhruba, B. G., Ren, G. Z. (2013). Rural tourism 
development in China: Principles, models and the future. Journal of Mountain Science, 10, 116-129. 

Wu, M., Wu, X., Li, Q., Tong, Y. (2022). Community citizenship behavior in rural tourism destinations: 
Scale development and validation. Tourism Management, 89, 104457.  

Xi, J. C., Kong, Q. Q., Wang, X. G. (2015). Spatial polarization of villages in tourist destinations: A 
case study from Yesanpo, China. Journal of Mountain Science, 12, 1038-1050. 

Xie, D., & He, Y. (2022). Marketing strategy of rural tourism based on big data and artificial 
intelligence. Mobile information systems, 2022(1), 9154351. 

Yang, J., Yang, R., Chen, M. H., Su, C. H. J., Zhi, Y., Xi, J. (2021). Effects of rural revitalization on 
rural tourism. Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Management, 47, 35-45. 

Yang, Q., Zhang, F., An, Y., Sun, C., Wu, J., Zhang, Y., Wei, Z. (2021). Research on the Spatial 
Distribution Pattern and Influencing Factors of China’s Antipoverty (Pro‐Poor Tourism) on GIS. 
Discrete Dynamics in Nature and Society, 2021(1), 6682498. 

Yee, T. P., Ismail, H. N. (2020). A review of distance decay research trends in tourism from 2000-2020. 
Environment-Behaviour Proceedings Journal, 5(14), 137-145. 

Yin, J., Zhao, L. (2024). The Value Expression and Driving Factors of Rural Spatial Ecological 
Products: A Case Study of B&Bs in Jiangsu and Zhejiang Provinces, China. Land, 13(3), 270. 

Żemła, M. (2016). Tourism destination: The networking approach. Moravian geographical reports, 
24(4), 2-14. 

Zhang, R., Ji, C., Zhao, W., Chen, Z. (2024). Analysis of the factors influencing the knowledge transfer 
to villagers working in rural tourism: a multiple-case study in China. Journal of the Knowledge 
Economy, 15(1), 3551-3599. 

Zhang, Y., Li, W., Li, Z., Yang, M., Zhai, F., Li, Z., Yao, H., Li, H. (2022). Spatial distribution characteristics 
and influencing factors of key rural tourism villages in China. Sustainability, 14(21), 14064.  

Zou, Q., Sun, J., Luo, J., Cui, J., Kong, X. (2023). Spatial Patterns of Key Villages and Towns of Rural 
Tourism in China and Their Influencing Factors. Sustainability, 15(18), 13330. 

 
  


	DETERMINANTS OF RURAL TOURISM DEVELOPMENT: A BIBLIOMETRIC REVIEW
	Sergii Iaromenko85F      DOI: 10.5937/EEE24034I
	Łukasz Kryszak86F      JEL: H41, R12, Z32
	INTRODUCTION
	LITERATURE REVIEW
	DATA AND METHODS
	RESULTS
	CONCLUSION
	REFERENCES


